
MetroMorning
Sunday, December 17, 2023 Jamadi-us-Saani 3, 1445 A.HVol. No.2, Issue No. I

PPrreessss  RReelleeaassee

RAWALPINDI: During the
meeting with United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres at the UN head-
quarters in New York, Chief
of Army Staff (COAS) Gen-
eral Asim Munir reiterated
the crucial role of finding a
peaceful solution to the long-
standing Kashmir dispute for
enduring peace in South
Asia. The Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR) is-
sued a statement highlight-
ing the discussions during
the meeting.

“Peace in South Asia will
remain elusive until a peace-
ful solution to the longstand-
ing Kashmir dispute is found
in accordance with the [UN
Security Council] UNSC res-
olutions and the aspirations
of Kashmiri people,” empha-
sized COAS General Asim
Munir, emphasizing the ur-
gency of addressing the
longstanding issue in accor-
dance with international res-
olutions and the will of the
Kashmiri people.

The army chief con-
demned India’s unilateral
and illegal efforts to alter the
status of occupied Jammu
and Kashmir, emphasizing
that such actions violate
UNSC resolutions. General
Asim Munir’s meeting with
Guterres also included dis-
cussions on ongoing issues
in both Kashmir and Gaza.

During the meeting,
COAS Gen Asim Munir reaf-

firmed Pakistan’s commit-
ment to a just and peaceful
resolution of the Palestine
issue. He urged the UN chief
to mobilize the international
community for an immediate
cessation of hostilities in
Gaza to prevent further
human tragedy. General
Munir highlighted that a sus-
tainable solution to the
Palestine-Israel conflict lies
in the establishment of a
two-state solution.

The meeting between
COAS Gen Asim Munir and
UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres focused on var-
ious aspects of the Pales-
tine-Israel conflict, with
Pakistan expressing con-
cerns over the plight of inno-
cent civilians in Gaza who

are being targeted in the
conflict. The COAS under-
scored the importance of in-
ternational efforts to bring
about a sustainable solution
and restore peace in the re-
gion.

The discussions further
reinforced Pakistan’s stance
on the Palestine issue and
its commitment to supporting
diplomatic initiatives for
peace in the Middle East.
The meeting also provided
an opportunity for Pakistan
to engage with the UN chief
on critical regional issues
and contribute to interna-
tional efforts aimed at pro-
moting peace and stability.

Expressing deep con-
cerns over the plight of inno-
cent civilians facing brutality

in Gaza, COAS Gen Asim
Munir emphasized the need
for sufficient humanitarian re-
lief. 

Guterres warmly wel-
comed the army chief upon
his arrival, acknowledging
the contributions made by
the Pakistan Army and law
enforcement agencies to-
wards global peace and sta-
bility.

The COAS reassured
Pakistan’s unwavering sup-
port to the UN in all earnest
efforts for global peace and
security. The meeting with
Guterres is part of General
Asim Munir’s visit to the US,
where he has engaged with
high-ranking US defense offi-
cials to discuss regional and
global security issues.

COAS Gen Asim stresses
Kashmir resolution for

lasting peace in South Asia
Condemns India’s unilateral, illegal efforts to alter 

the status of Indian Illegally Occupied Jammu and Kashmir, 
emphasizing that such actions violate UNSC resolutions

NEW YORK: Army chief Gen Asim Munir meeting with UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres in New York to discuss the current situation in Gaza as well as Kashmir. 
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PESHAWAR: Today
marks the ninth anniversary
of the tragic terror attack on
the Army Public School
(APS) in Peshawar, where
147 innocent students and
teachers, including 122 stu-
dents, embraced martyrdom
on December 16, 2014. The
nation observes this day to
remember and honor the
victims of one of the dead-
liest attacks in Pakistan’s
history.

Nine years ago, on De-
cember 16, 2014, our nation
was shaken to its core as
the Army Public School
(APS) in Peshawar became
the tragic scene of one of
the deadliest terror attacks
in our history. Today, as we
observe the solemn occa-
sion of the ninth anniversary
of the APS attack, we come
together as a nation to
honor the memory of the in-
nocent lives lost and pay
tribute to the resilience and
strength of those affected.
On that fateful day, 147 indi-
viduals, including 122 stu-
dents, became martyrs at
the hands of terrorists who
targeted the very essence of
our future—the students of
APS. The school, once a
symbol of hope and educa-
tion, bore witness to an act
of brutality that left an indeli-
ble mark on our collective
consciousness.

The response from our
security forces was swift and
resolute. In a display of un-
paralleled courage, they
confronted the terrorists,
bringing the ordeal to an end
but not without significant
sacrifice. Nine security per-
sonnel, including two offi-
cers, were injured in the op-
eration. The terrorists
responsible for this heinous
act were apprehended,
tried, and sentenced to
death, bringing a measure of
justice to the grieving fami-
lies. The APS attack was a
watershed moment that gal-
vanized our nation into ac-
tion. In the aftermath, we de-
vised and implemented the
National Action Plan, a com-
prehensive strategy to com-
bat terrorism in all its forms. 

As we remember the
young souls and dedicated
educators who were taken
from us on that tragic day,
we also honor the resilience
of the survivors and their
families. 

Their strength in the face
of adversity serves as an in-
spiration to us all. Pakistan
has endured significant

losses in its struggle against
terrorism, sacrificing over
70,000 lives and incurring
economic losses exceeding
$150 billion. Yet, our resolve
remains unbroken. We
stand united, vowing to cre-
ate a future free from the
shadows of terror.

On that fateful day, six
terrorists, disguised in mili-
tary uniforms, entered the
APS premises, unleashing
indiscriminate fire on stu-
dents, teachers, and staff.
The immediate response
from security forces led to a
prolonged operation result-
ing in the elimination of the
Tehreek-e Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) terrorists responsible
for the heinous act. During
the encounter, nine security
personnel, including two of-
ficers, were injured. Subse-
quently, six terrorists in-
volved in the attack were
arrested, tried by military
courts, and sentenced to
death. 

The APS attack stands
as a stark reminder of the
nation’s commitment to
countering terrorism and en-
suring the safety of its peo-
ple. This tragic incident
prompted the formulation of
Pakistan’s first-ever National
Action Plan, a comprehen-
sive strategy to combat ter-
rorism in all its forms, lead-
ing to major military
operations such as Zarb-e-
Azb and Radd-ul-Fasaad.

The entire nation, en-
compassing civil and military
leadership, remains united
in paying tribute to the mar-
tyred children, teachers, and
their families for their im-
mense sacrifices. 

Pakistan, having en-
dured over 70,000 lives lost
and economic losses ex-
ceeding $150 billion due to
terrorism, stands resolute in
its determination to eradi-
cate this menace. 

On this occasion, Pak-
istan has reiterated its con-
cerns about Indian involve-
ment in state-sponsored
terrorism, exposing clandes-
tine designs aimed at financ-
ing terror groups to destabi-
lize the country. 

A dossier containing spe-
cific information, including
bank accounts and details of
Indian nationals involved,
was sent to the United Na-
tions, European nations,
and envoys of friendly coun-
tries. Security analysts have
recently revealed that India’s
intelligence agency RAW
spent $1 million to merge
the TTP with other militant
groups, indicating India’s
persistent efforts to fuel ter-
rorism in Pakistan.

[The nation has consis-
tently exposed India for its
involvement in terror at-
tacks, particularly those tar-
geting the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC).
As Pakistan commemorates
the APS attack anniversary,
it renews its call for the In-
terim Afghan government to
take decisive action against
terrorist outfits like TTP and
cease the use of Afghan soil
against Pakistan. The nation
stands together to honor the
memory of the APS martyrs
and renews its commitment
to a future free from the
scourge of terrorism.] in Box

On this solemn anniver-
sary, we reiterate our con-
cerns about external forces,
particularly Indian involve-
ment in state-sponsored ter-
rorism. We have consis-
tently exposed these
clandestine designs to
destabilize our country,
sending dossiers to interna-
tional forums containing
specific details about India’s
role in supporting terror
groups. 

As we reflect on the APS
attack, we also renew our
call to the Interim Afghan
government to take decisive
action against terrorist outfits
operating from Afghan soil.
The memory of this tragic
day strengthens our resolve
to build a peaceful and se-
cure future for our nation.
Today, as we commemorate
the ninth anniversary of the
APS attack, let us remember
the lives lost, honor the sur-
vivors, and reaffirm our com-
mitment to building a re-
silient and terrorism-free
Pakistan.

Black day observed

Nation commemorates
9th anniversary 
of APS attack
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KARACHI: The Pakistan
Meteorological Department
(PMD) has issued a warning
for residents of Karachi and
adjoining areas as a cold
wave is set to sweep
through Sindh and Balochis-
tan’s coastal regions, follow-
ing the first snowfall in
Balochistan.

As the cold wave ap-
proaches, the residents are
advised to take necessary
precautions to stay warm
and protect themselves from
the harsh cold weather con-
ditions. The PMD’s alert
comes after Karachi experi-
enced its coldest night of the
winter season on December
7, with the temperature drop-
ping to 13.5°C. Karachiites
are urged to stay updated
with weather forecasts and
adhere to safety guidelines
as they prepare for the up-
coming chilly weather in the
coastal regions of Sindh and
Balochistan.

According to the PMD,
various areas in Balochistan,
including Toba Achakzai,
Toba Kakari, Ziarat, Kan-
joghi, and Khwaja Amran,
have also experienced the
first spell of winter snow. Ad-
ditionally, districts such as
Chaman, Pishin, Killa Abdul-
lah, Ziarat, Muslim Bagh,
and Chaghi have witnessed
rainfall, which is expected to
persist until Saturday
evening in north Balochis-
tan.

The meteorological de-
partment highlighted that the
western wave causing ex-
treme winter conditions in
northeastern and central
Balochistan will exit the re-
gion tomorrow. It is antici-
pated that the mercury will
remain below freezing point
for two days in north
Balochistan.

Breezing 
temp to lure
Karachiites
from today
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WASHINGTON: The
United States Commission
on International Religious
Freedom (USCIRF) has
strongly advocated for the
blacklisting of India, urging
Biden administration to des-
ignate the country as a
“Country of Particular Con-
cern” under the US Reli-
gious Freedom Act. The In-
dependent Federal
Government Commission
cited India’s alleged
transnational repression
against religious minorities
as the basis for its recom-
mendation.

Highlighting recent ac-
tions by the Indian govern-
ment, the USCIRF ex-
pressed serious concerns
about efforts to silence ac-
tivists, journalists, and

lawyers abroad, characteriz-
ing these actions as posing
a substantial threat to reli-
gious freedom. The com-
mission’s statement empha-
sized the need for the US
Department of State to rec-
ognize India’s systematic,
ongoing, and egregious vio-
lations of freedom of religion
or belief.

USCIRF Commissioner
Stephen Schneck voiced
particular concern over the
alleged involvement of the
Indian government in the
killing of Sikh activist Hard-
eep Singh Nijjar in Canada
and the reported plan to as-
sassinate another Sikh ac-
tivist, Gurpatwant Singh
Pannun, in the USA. Sch-
neck described these inci-
dents as “deeply troubling.”
India’s government routinely
denies accusations of dis-

crimination in the Hindu-ma-
jority country.

The USCIRF’s recom-
mendation comes amidst
heightened sensitivity in US-
India relations, with the
Biden administration seek-
ing closer ties with India
amid concerns over China’s
growing influence. The com-
mission underscored its
longstanding advocacy for
India’s designation as a
country of particular con-
cern, dating back to 2020.
Commissioner David Curry
expressed grave concern
over India’s extension of do-
mestic repression to target
religious minorities living
abroad, deeming it “espe-
cially dangerous and cannot
be ignored.” The USCIRF
highlighted Indian authori-
ties’ use of spyware and on-
line harassment campaigns

to intimidate journalists and
activists advocating for reli-
gious minorities abroad.

The USCIRF’s stance on
India’s religious freedom
practices has faced previous
dismissal by India’s foreign
ministry in 2020, criticizing
the remarks as “biased and
tendentious.” 

The USCIRF also drew
attention to India’s use of
legislation like the Unlawful
Activities Prevention Act and
anti-conversion laws to
crack down on religious mi-
norities, journalists, and ac-
tivists within its borders. As
the delicate issue unfolds, it
poses challenges for both
India and the Biden admin-
istration in their efforts to
strengthen bilateral relations
in the face of shared con-
cerns about China’s geopo-
litical influence.

USCIRF recommends blacklisting
india over religious freedom concerns
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ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional Accountability Bureau
(NAB) has apprehended for-
mer federal minister Fawad
Chaudhry in connection with
a corruption case, as re-
ported by Geo News on Sat-
urday. The arrest warrant for
Chaudhry was signed by
NAB Chairman Lt-Gen (retd)
Nazir Ahmed Butt, leading to
his detention from Adiala Jail,
where he was already in cus-
tody for a fraud case. 

The arrest warrant speci-
fies that the former informa-
tion minister is detained in re-
lation to a corruption case,
and he is scheduled to be
presented before the court.
Fawad Chaudhry was initially
arrested from his residence
in Islamabad on November 4
after a complaint was filed
against him at Islamabad’s
Aabpara Police Station, al-
leging that he accepted a
bribe of Rs5 million in ex-
change for a job.

Following the arrest,
Chaudhry’s wife, Hiba
Chaudhry, claimed that her
husband was arrested with-
out any valid reason. This is
not the first time the politician
has faced legal troubles. In
January, Fawad Chaudhry
was arrested from his resi-
dence after making public
threats against the members
of the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) during a
media talk outside former PTI
chief Imran Khan’s residence
in Zaman Park. The then-
coalition government as-
serted that it was not involved
in the politician’s arrest.

In June, Fawad Chaudhry
issued an apology to the
electoral watchdog for al-
legedly using “intemperate”
language targeting the ECP
and Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Sikandar Sul-
tan Raja. He was also among
the PTI leaders arrested dur-
ing the crackdown on the
party since May 9, accused
of involvement in riots that re-
sulted in casualties and in-
juries. In June, Fawad
Chaudhry participated in the
launching ceremony of the Is-
tihkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP), led by Imran Khan’s
close political aide Jahangir
Tareen.

Fawad Ch
arrested by
NAB in

corruption case
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DADU: President of
PML-I Sindh Bashir Ahmad
Memon addressed the
media, alongside Kheldas
Kohistani and Yasir Babbar,
welcomed a large number of
educated individuals from
Sindh who joined the recep-
tion for Nawaz Sharif. The
press conference touched
on various issues, primarily
focusing on the recent visit
of Nawaz Sharif and the po-
litical landscape in the re-
gion.

Bashir Ahmad Memon
emphasized that Nawaz
Sharif’s first priority should
be to manage the country’s
economy, which he believes
will bring substantial benefits
to Sindh. He highlighted in-
frastructure challenges in the
region, citing instances like
the collapse of the Kalimuri,
a tower incident in China,
and the recurring floods in
Juhi. He criticized the lack of
development projects and
essential facilities, such as a
hospital, in the district head-
quarters.

The PML-N Sindh Presi-
dent expressed support for
Nawaz Sharif’s vision of na-
tional development, specifi-
cally pointing to the eco-
nomic progress during
Nawaz Sharif’s tenure, in-
cluding the Neelum Jhelum

project that contributed to a
5.8 GDP and generated em-
ployment. He questioned the
status of the Gorakh Hill
project, pointing out the sub-
stantial funds spent without
visible results. He lamented
the lack of infrastructure and
facilities in the area that cer-
tainly can boost internal
tourism.

Bashir Ahmad Memon
compared India’s space
achievements with Pak-
istan’s and raised concerns
about the sinking of Pak-
istan’s fleet, questioning the
responsibility for the incident.
The press conference also
delved into political alliances,
with Bashir Ahmad Memon
mentioning those who were
allies with Nawaz Sharif be-
fore continuing to support
him. He acknowledged the
improved relations with the
United States and the resur-
gence of CPEC.

Commenting on Imran
Khan’s previous govern-
ment, PML-N leader criti-
cized the halt in industry and
transport, suggesting that
under Khan, the country
would have gone bankrupt.
He also expressed his views
on the nature of politics, em-
phasizing that there should
be no enmity in politics. He
accused Imran Khan of intro-
ducing hatred and abuse
into politics.

Political discourse
heats up as PML-N
Sindh opens wings

KARACHI: In a bid to en-
hance immigration services for
passengers, Pakistan is in dis-
cussions with a United Arab
Emirates (UAE) company to
install electronic gates (e-
gates) at major airports in
Karachi, Lahore, and Islam-
abad, akin to facilities in devel-
oped countries, as reported by
The News on Saturday.

Sources at airports re-
vealed that the prospective
installation of e-gates at Jin-
nah International Airport in
Karachi, Allama Iqbal Airport
in Lahore, and Islamabad In-
ternational Airport aims to
streamline immigration serv-
ices, offering a self-immigra-
tion experience for passen-
gers arriving from developed
nations. Similar to airports in
Birmingham, Edinburgh,
Dubai, and other advanced
countries, passengers at
these major Pakistani airports
equipped with e-gates will
enjoy a hassle-free experi-
ence, bypassing traditional
queues and efficiently pass-
ing through automated self-
service immigration barriers.

According to immigration
sources, the e-gates service
will be exclusively available to
passengers with e-passports.
E-gates, also known as Auto-
mated Border Control Sys-
tems (ABC), utilize data
stored in biometric passports
to verify the identity of the
passport holder upon entry.

Major airports set
to introduce 

e-gates for expedited
immigration
services

LONDON/WASHINGTON: Indian-
American members of the US Congress
praised the Biden administration for the
classified briefing on Indian intelligence
agent Nikhil Gupta's indictment and a
foiled murder-for-hire plot against the US
citizen and Sikhs For Justice (SFJ) pro-
Khalistan leader Gurpatwant Singh Pan-
nun.

Members including Ami Bera,
Pramila Jayapal, Ro Khanna, Raja Kr-
ishnamoorthi, and Shri Thanedar em-
phasised their constitutional duty to pro-
tect citizens and urged a thorough
investigation by the Government of
India.

They expressed concern over poten-
tial harm to the US-India partnership if
not addressed appropriately.

The US Department of Justice last
month charged Gupta for attempting to
murder the Sikh activist in New York
City, hired by an unnamed Indian gov-
ernment employee, prompting diplo-
matic warnings, and highlighting alleged
Indian government involvement.

Pannun welcomed the statement by
US Congressmen. He said: “It is reas-
suring that the Indian-American mem-
bers of US Congress are upholding their
fundamental constitutional duty to pro-
tect the life, liberty and freedom of ex-
pression of the US Citizens at home and
abroad.”

The US Congress members wrote:
“As Members of Congress, the safety

and well-being of our constituents are
our top priorities. The allegations out-
lined in the indictment are deeply trou-
bling.”

“We appreciate the Government of
India's establishment of a Committee of
Enquiry to investigate the murder plot. It
is crucial that India conducts a thorough
investigation, holds those responsible,
including Indian government officials, ac-
countable, and assures that such inci-
dents will not recur.”

“While we acknowledge the mean-
ingful impact of the U.S.-India partner-
ship on both our nations, we express
concern that the actions described in the
indictment, if not addressed appropri-
ately, could severely harm this significant
partnership.”

This incident occurred shortly after
the killing of Canadian citizen Hardeep
Singh Nijjar in British Columbia by two
unidentified gunmen. Nijjar was a close
aide of Pannun and leader of Khalistan
Referendum campaign in Canada.

According to the US District Court for
the Southern District of New York, Gupta
was hired by an unnamed Indian gov-
ernment employee who coordinated an
effort from his country to kill “an attorney
and political activist who is a US citizen
of lndian origin.”

Like Nijjar, Pannun was involved with
the Khalistan movement, a decades-old
separatist effort to carve out historically
Sikh-populated lands in North India and

establish an autonomous state.
After US officials thwarted the plot, a

"diplomatic warning" was issued to India,
and President Joe Biden reportedly con-
fronted Prime Minister Modi about it. The
DOJ had prepared a sealed indictment,
initially planning to open it after Canada
completed its probe into another related
murder, resulting in a diplomatic spat be-
tween Canada and India.

Also yesterday, the United States
Commission on International Religious
Freedom said in Washington it is
alarmed by India’s increased transna-
tional targeting of religious minorities and
those advocating on their behalf.

Recent efforts by the Indian govern-
ment to silence activists, journalists, and
lawyers abroad pose a serious threat to
religious freedom. Due to India’s sys-
tematic, ongoing, and egregious viola-
tions of freedom of religion or belief, US-
CIRF implores the US Department of
State to designate India a Country of
Particular Concern (CPC), said the or-
ganisation.

“The Indian government’s alleged in-
volvement in the killing of Sikh activist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar in Canada and the
plot to kill Gurpatwant Singh Pannun in
the United States are deeply troubling,
and represent a severe escalation of
India’s efforts to silence religious minori-
ties and human rights defenders both
within its country and abroad,” said US-
CIRF Commissioner Stephen Schneck.

Congress members say India-US relations
at risk over Pannun murder plot
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WASHINGTON: Chief of
Army Staff (COAS) General
Asim Munir has expressed
his appreciation for Ameri-
can-Pakistani business ty-
coon Tanweer Ahmed, who
generously donated $9 mil-
lion to Islamabad’s National
University of Science and
Technology (NUST) for the
construction of an IT Tower,
as stated by the Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(ISPR).

Currently on a visit to the
United States, the COAS
engaged in meetings with
top officials in Washington
and interacted with various
Pakistani diaspora commu-
nities. During his visit, he
met with Tanweer Ahmed,
acknowledging his signifi-
cant contribution to NUST in
the field of IT development
in Pakistan. In an official
statement, the ISPR men-
tioned, “COAS appreciated
him and said Pakistan is
proud of heroes like him.”

In a letter of commenda-

tion, Gen Asim Munir
praised Ahmed for his phil-
anthropic efforts, particularly
in supporting Pakistan dur-
ing natural disasters and
promoting IT education in
the country. The COAS em-
phasized the positive impact
of Ahmed’s initiatives, such
as the establishment of the
Science and Technology
Park, campus expansion,
and financial assistance for
economically challenged
students at NUST. The letter
from the COAS read, “Your
efforts in the domains of hu-
manitarian assistance and
interest in academia of Pak-
istan are a true reflection
and favor for the people of
Pakistan.”

Last week, Ahmed was
honored with an honorary
doctorate degree by Indus
University in recognition of
his significant contributions
to the IT and health sectors
in Pakistan. Notably, he has
played a pivotal role in es-
tablishing a modern hospital
in Sialkot that provides free
medical care. In an inter-

view, Ahmed expressed his
admiration for the COAS’s
vision and passion for Pak-
istan’s IT sector, stating, “No
army chief has done as
much as Gen Munir has
done in just one year for the
IT sector of Pakistan and for
a clean national economy.
He has taken excellent
steps to put Pakistan’s
economy on the right
course.”

Ahmed shared his enthu-
siasm for the NUST Informa-
tion Technology (IT) Tower
project, which aligns with the
COAS’s efforts to boost the
IT potential of Pakistan.
Highlighting the country’s
untapped digital potential
and the significant youth
population, Ahmed under-
scored the importance of
collaborative efforts to har-
ness this potential for eco-
nomic growth. The donation
from Tanweer Ahmed re-
flects the commitment of in-
dividuals and organizations
to contribute to the develop-
ment of Pakistan’s educa-
tion and technology sectors.

COAS commends
American-Pakistani for
$9m donation to NUST
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LAHORE: Lahore, the
capital city of Punjab,
achieved a groundbreaking
success in meteorological
innovation on Saturday as it
successfully implemented
artificial precipitation
through cloud seeding, in
collaboration with the United
Arab Emirates (UAE). The
momentous experiment,
aimed at addressing the
persistent smog challenge,
resulted in rainfall across
ten sectors of Lahore, mark-
ing a significant achieve-
ment in environmental sci-

ence. The city has been
grappling with worsening
smog conditions, leading to
elevated air pollution levels
and a surge in medical
cases related to respiratory
ailments. The successful ar-
tificial rain initiative, unveiled
by Punjab’s interim chief
minister, Mohsin Naqvi,
aims to combat these envi-
ronmental challenges.

In his address to the
media, Naqvi highlighted
the meticulous planning
and collaboration that went
into this milestone initiative.
He expressed gratitude to
the UAE government for its

generous support, empha-
sizing that not a single unit
of currency from Punjab’s
exchequer was spent on
the project. The procedure
involved the deployment of
48 flares for cloud seeding,
with a focus on the Shah-
dara area. The geographi-
cal precision of the rainfall,
confined within a radius of
10 to 15 kilometres in La-
hore, showcased the accu-
racy and efficacy of the ex-
periment, propelling Lahore
to the forefront in terms of
recorded rainfall.

Artificial rain, or cloud
seeding, is a meteorological

technique designed to in-
duce precipitation by intro-
ducing specific substances
into clouds, promoting rain-
drop formation. The UAE
has been a pioneer in the
use of cloud seeding to ad-
dress water challenges in
the region. Naqvi reiterated
the commitment to monitor-
ing and alertness, under-
scoring the success of La-
hore’s artificial rain
initiative. The innovative ap-
proach to environmental
challenges reflects ongoing
efforts to augment water re-
sources and combat air pol-
lution.

Punjab Capital, in Collaboration
with UAE, Celebrates Milestone
with Historic Artificial Rain

Success Through Cloud Seeding

LAHORE: Punjab’s interim Chief Minister Mohsin Naqvi revealed the deployment of 48 flares for cloud seeding, with
a specific focus on the Shahdara area to counter the prevailing smog. —File photo
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WASHINGTON: The
After School Satan Club, or-
ganized by ‘The Satanic
Temple,’ is facing a wave of
criticism as it prepares to
visit Chimneyrock Elemen-
tary School in Cordova, Ten-
nessee, next month. De-
spite its provocative name,
the group, associated with a
non-theistic religion based
in Salem, Massachusetts,
known as “The Satanic
Temple,” aims to challenge
authority and promote plu-
ralism, secularism, and reli-
gious rights.

The controversy erupted
after the temple recently dis-
played a ram’s head sym-
bolizing Baphomet, an oc-
cult figure, in Iowa. The
display was met with back-
lash from several political
figures. The incident took a
turn when a 35-year-old
man vandalized the display,
leading to his charge under
the First Amendment. The
First Amendment charge
stems from the constitu-

tional right that allows reli-
gious groups to rent govern-
ment buildings and display
holiday decor in public
areas. The Satanic Temple
has previously set up similar
clubs in various school dis-
tricts, challenged abortion
laws, and featured symbols
next to Christmas decora-
tions in statehouses.

The After School Satan
Club was initiated in 2016,
providing an alternative to
after-school religious serv-
ices. It offers entertainment
and educational activities,
such as puzzles, scientific
experiments, and commu-
nity volunteering. 

Presently, there are ac-
tive clubs in California,
Ohio, Connecticut, and
Pennsylvania. The club re-
cently secured permission
to lease school premises,
extending its reach to stu-
dents from pre-kindergarten
to grade five. The contro-
versy has sparked re-
sponses from local religious
leaders, including Pastor
William A. Adkins Jr., who

expressed concern about
allowing any ‘Satanic Tem-
ple’ private time with ado-
lescents. However, he ac-
knowledged the challenge
of finding a balance that re-
spects constitutional rights
while addressing commu-
nity concerns.

Interim Superintendent
Toni Williams attended a
press conference with
Christian pastors, empha-
sizing the importance of not
being misled by recent
events and cautioning
against an agenda aimed at
ending faith-based associa-
tions collaborating with the
school district. Chairwoman
of the Shelby County Board
of Education, Althea E.
Greene, echoed sentiments
against the presence of
Satan in the district and en-
couraged individuals to
voice their concerns. De-
spite the controversy, the
After School Satan Club re-
tains legal privileges to use
school facilities post-school
hours, similar to any other
nonprofit organization.

America experiences
biblical extremism

Controversy surrounds over Satan Club’s visit to local school
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ISLAMABAD: The
weekly inflation rate in Pak-
istan reached a six-month
high, standing at 43.16% for
the week ending on Decem-
ber 14, as per official data
released by the Pakistan
Bureau of Statistics (PBS)
on Friday. The persistent
surge in food prices, notably
sugar, pulses, eggs, and
rice, contributed significantly
to this inflationary trend.

The Sensitive Price Indi-
cator (SPI) showed a mar-
ginal 0.06% decrease week-
on-week, maintaining the
highest level since June 1
when SPI inflation was at
43.17%. This marks the fifth
consecutive week with SPI
inflation above 40%, signal-
ing the enduring challenges
of soaring prices faced by
consumers. The nation
grapples with severe infla-
tionary pressures, prompt-
ing the State Bank of Pak-
istan (SBP) to keep its
benchmark interest rate un-
changed at a record high of
22%. The central bank, hav-
ing increased interest rates
by a total of 15 percentage
points in the last two years,
awaits signs of easing infla-
tion after a recent hike in
gas prices.

Notably, gas prices saw
a staggering surge of
1108.6% over the year,
reaching Rs1,711 per
MMBtu for consumers using
up to 3.3719 MMBtu. Ciga-
rette prices increased by
93.2%, while various com-
modities such as chilli pow-
der, wheat flour, garlic, and
rice experienced notable
hikes. The inflation bulletin
revealed that among differ-
ent income slabs, the low-
est-income group, earning
up to Rs17,732 per month,
faced an SPI inflation of
35.59%, whereas the group
spending more than
Rs44,175 per month
recorded an inflation rate of
41.47%. The middle quintile
(Rs22,889 to Rs29,517) wit-

nessed the highest weekly
inflation at 46.99%.

Out of the 51 items mon-
itored by SPI, 37.26% expe-
rienced an increase, 19.6%
witnessed a decrease, and
43.14% remained un-
changed. Notable price
hikes were observed in
sugar, gram pulse, eggs,
rice, and various other com-
modities, while certain items
like potatoes, tomatoes, tea,
chicken, and vegetable
ghee saw price reductions.
Consumers face the contin-
ued challenge of coping with
rising prices, prompting con-
cerns about the overall eco-
nomic impact and the need
for sustained measures to
mitigate inflationary pres-
sures.

Inflation hits six-month high: SPI
records 43.16% in weekly inflation

ISLAMABAD: A vendor selling dry fruits while the market
seems to be waiting for the customers due to the recent
hike in prices. 
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SUKKUR: SSP Sukkur
Irfan Ali Samoo has recom-
mended a reward of Rs. 5
million for the arrest of
Sheero Mahar, the alleged
killer of slain journalist Jan
Mohammad Mahar. The rec-
ommendation was made fol-
lowing an ongoing operation
in the Shah Bhello Area of
Shikarpur, characterized by
an exchange of fire between
the police and the suspects.

During the operation in
the reverine area of Shah
Bhello, the accused report-
edly fired rockets at the po-
lice, prompting a retaliatory
response. Later, the suspect
managed to flee the scene.
SSP Irfan Ali Samoo stated
that the reward recommen-
dation has been communi-
cated to IGP Sindh. The
murder of journalist Jan
Muhammad Mahar occurred
on August 14, 2023, in a am-
bush while returning home
from the office on Queens
Road.

Meanwhile, a persistent
sit-in protest against the
non-arrest of the killers of
journalist continues as the
journalists, members of civil
society, political and religious
workers have been protest-
ing consecutively for 117
days, demanding justice for
the slain journalist. The pro-
testors expressed dissatis-
faction with the progress of
the police investigation and
criticized the caretaker CM
Sindh, Home Minister, and
IGP Sindh for not engaging
the Pakistan Rangers in the
operation.

SSP Sukkur
recommends
Rs5m reward 
for arrest of

journalist’s killer
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SUKKUR: Shah Abdul
Latif University Khairpur is
under the scrutiny for al-
legedly violating the pre-
scribed rules of the Higher
Education Commission
(HEC) in granting admis-
sion to Mahwish Asif
Shaikh, the wife of Vice
Chancellor IBA University
Sukkur Asif Shaikh, in the
M. Phil program at the In-
stitute of Islamic Studies.

Sources have revealed
that the university granted
admission without the nec-
essary approvals from the
Board of Studies, Board of
Faculty, and the Advanced
Studies Research Board
(ASRB). Vice Chancellor
of Shah Abdul Latif Univer-
sity Khairpur Professor Dr.
Khalil Ahmed Ibupoto pur-
portedly directed the Di-
rector of Post Graduate
Studies and the Director of
the Institute of Islamic
Studies to ensure Mah-
wish Shaikh’s admission.
The Board of Advanced
Studies reportedly rejected
the case, deeming it ineli-
gible due to the significant
differences between Mus-
lim history and the sub-
jects covered in the M. Phil
program in Islamic Stud-
ies. Despite the rejection,
the case was referred to
the proper forums, includ-
ing the Board of Studies
and Board of Faculty.

The ASRB, consisting
of Deans of Faculties, Di-
rector of Post Graduate
Program, Pro-Vice Chan-
cellors of the Campuses,
and the Registrar, de-
clared Mahwish Shaikh’s
admission as not eligible.
However, under the influ-
ence of the Vice Chancel-
lor, the Dean and Director
of the Institute of Islamic
Studies allegedly provided
admission to Mahwish.
Sources revealed that the
Director of the Post Grad-
uate Program sought guid-
ance from the HEC re-
garding the admission of a
candidate from Muslim
history into Islamic Stud-
ies. The HEC responded
that while Muslim History
and Islamic Studies are
different disciplines, it is
within the domain of the
university to frame rules
through their legal forums.

Members of the ASRB,
Professor Dr. Ghulam
Mustafa Mashori, and Pro-
fessor Dr. Ikhtair Ghumro,
confirmed that the ASRB
had refused to grant ad-
mission to a candidate in
Islamic Studies. 

Admission of
VC’s wife in

SALU Khairpur
irks controversy

SUKKUR: A photograph of the participants of the ‘Faulty Workshop’ organized by 
Archaeology Department at Shah Abdul Latif University (SALU), Khairpur. 
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SUKKUR: In a bid to en-
hance the skills and knowl-
edge of faculty members in
the field of archaeology, the
Archaeology Department at
Shah Abdul Latif University
(SALU), Khairpur, organ-
ized a ‘Faculty Workshop’
on Teaching Geographic In-
formation System (GIS) and
Photogrammetry in archae-
ology. The workshop, con-
ducted by renowned senior
faculty members from the
United States, aimed to pro-
vide essential training for
faculty engaged in research
and teaching in Pakistan.

Led by Dr. Uzma Z.
Rizvi, an Associate Profes-
sor at Pratt Institute, USA,
the workshop attracted par-
ticipation from various aca-

demic institutions in Pak-
istan, including Hazara Uni-
versity, Quaid-e-Azam Uni-
versity, and Shah Abdul
Latif University. Head of the
Department of Archaeology
at SALU Dr. Tasleem Abro
emphasized the workshop’s
objective of imparting train-
ing in GIS and Photogram-
metry to enhance the capa-
bilities of faculty members.
She highlighted the collabo-
rative effort with senior fac-
ulty members in Pakistan
and praised Dr. Uzma’s
over two decades of teach-
ing experience in the United
States and South Asia.

The workshop facilitated
by Dr. Uzma Rizvi focused
on exposing junior faculty
members to new open-
source technologies while
enabling them to apply ad-

vanced cartographic meth-
ods for archaeological and
heritage studies. The event
featured expert teachers
such as GIS Faculty Sara
Eichner from Pratt Institute
and Photogrammetry Fac-
ulty Greg Smith from North-
west College, USA. 

Participants from Pak-
istan included Muhammad
Zahoor and Haseeb ur
Rehman from Hazara Uni-
versity, Aliza Rizvi from La-
hore Museum, Nafees
Ahmed from the University
of Punjab, Imran Shabir
and Shakir Naseer from the
University of Baluchistan,
Manik Mustafa Shar and
Mohammad Amin Chandio
from the University of
Sindh, Rashid Kalhoro and
Tooba Shafaq from Aror
University. Representatives

from the Government of
Sindh Culture Department,
Zulnorain Haider, and Zahid
Dehto also attended the
workshop.

During the workshop,
participants had the oppor-
tunity to visit historical sites
such as Moen jo Darro and
Kot Diji Fort. The archaeol-
ogists collectively opined
that preserving these cul-
tural sites through Pho-
togrammetry would not only
contribute to documentation
but also attract foreign
tourists. The event marked
a significant step forward in
advancing archaeological
and historical knowledge in
Pakistan, fostering collabo-
ration among institutions,
and integrating cutting-edge
technologies into academic
practices.

Workshop to elevate archaeological
research, teaching standards

KARACHI: The rupee
may extend its slide in
2024 as the country grap-
ples with economic chal-
lenges such as soaring in-
flation, hefty debt
obligations, a widening ex-
ternal financing gap and
dwindling foreign ex-
change reserves, a report
from Tresmark, a financial
terminal, said on Saturday. 

The rupee, which has
dropped 20 percent
against the dollar this
year, could depreciate an-
other 5-10 percent next
year as Pakistan suffers
from near-zero growth,
low productivity, higher re-
payments with fewer av-
enues for raising forex, the
report said. 

On December 15,
2023, the local currency
closed at 283.26 per dollar
in the interbank market. It
ended on December 30,
2022, at 226.43. 

“Challenging times
ahead for rupee,” the re-
port said. “In the current
scenario, the economy is
grappling with a slowdown
in imports (fresh letters of
credit openings), a decline
in both exports and remit-
tances, creating a stifling
effect exacerbated by per-
sistent inflation.” 

Tresmark, however,
warned that the currency’s
weakness could fuel an-
other round of inflation,
posing a potential back-
breaking burden for all
stakeholders. 

Average inflation for
the first five months of the
fiscal year was 28.62 per-
cent, well above the cen-
tral bank’s target of 22
percent for the current fis-
cal year. 

Rupee seen falling
5pc-10pc in 2024
amid economic
challenges 
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KARACHI: The country imported
317,000 tonnes of high-speed diesel in
November, the highest this fiscal year, as
demand rose from the harvesting season
and the government clamped down on
smuggling from Iran, oil industry data
showed on Saturday. 

The diesel imports increased 67 per-
cent from October, when the country im-
ported 190,000 tonnes, the data showed.
In the first five months of the fiscal year,
Pakistan imported 737,000 tonnes of
diesel, compared with zero imports in
July, when Iranian diesel flooded the
market. 

Industry officials said the Iranian
diesel is still finding its way into Pakistan,
but it saw a sharp cut in the last two and
a half months.  

"In July this year, the country didn’t
import HSD as Iranian smuggled diesel
was supplied in large quantities," an in-
dustry official said. 

The month of August witnessed the
import of over 109,000 tonnes, which
kept on increasing during the months of
September, October and November of
this financial year. 

Oil industry officials said the rise in
diesel imports was mainly driven by the
harvesting season, which boosted de-
mand for agricultural machinery and irri-
gation pumps.  

They said local refineries were pro-

ducing more diesel to meet the domestic
demand, as the government asked them
to ramp up their output in November. 

The rise in the diesel demand was an-
ticipated at the beginning of November
when the government had asked the re-
fineries to increase their production of
petroleum products especially HSD," the
officials said.  

The government directed the refiner-
ies to enhance their output after diesel
demand soared by 70 percent in the first
week of November compared with the
previous month. 

Industry officials said apart from the
harvesting season-driven demand, the
recovery in the economic activity has
also pushed up the diesel sale in the
country after industrial and transport ac-
tivities slowed down in the first nine
months of the current calendar year. 

Major demand drivers for petroleum
include the transport, industry and power
segments of the country. 

During FY23, the transport segment
consumed 43.6 percent of MOGAS and
33.6 percent HSD of the total petroleum
products consumed. 

Industry officials said the figures for
the refineries’ production of HSD are still
being compiled, but the initial estimates
suggest that their production of HSD is
also on the higher side because of the
higher import of crude oil in  November
compared to the preceding month of Oc-
tober this fiscal. 

Diesel import soars 67pc in Nov
on harvest, smuggling curbs
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In the heart of the devastating conflict be-
tween Israeli forces and Hamas fighters
lies an often-overlooked battle – one

against hunger as starvation is the only
major issue for all especially the parents with
infants and kids. The story of Kifaya Al Ka-
farna, a housewife from Gaza Strip, epito-
mizes the profound humanitarian crisis un-
folding in the region, unfortunately forced to
seek refuge in a school library in Rafah with
27 family members amid Israeli insane
airstrikes, Ms Kafarna now confronts the
alarming prospect of starvation.

The relentless Israeli missile fire, coupled
with the scarcity of humanitarian aid, has left
hundreds of thousands of Gaza residents
grappling with a dire food crisis, while Ka-
farna’s desperate plea reflects the grim real-
ity faced by many in Gaza, where essential
items such as flour, water, and food have be-
come luxuries. The recent humanitarian
pause in the conflict provided a brief respite,
allowing some aid to reach the region by the
Israeli authorities after escalating pressure
by the world leading countries. However,
with the resumption of hostilities on Decem-
ber 1, food aid has dwindled, and black mar-
ket prices have surged, exacerbating the
plight of Gaza’s population.

A survey by the World Food Program dur-
ing the cease-fire revealed harrowing statis-
tics – 97 percent of the households in north-
ern Gaza and 83 percent in southern Gaza
reported inadequate food consumption, with
many receiving one meal a day or less. Se-
vere hunger affected 50 percent of Palestini-
ans in northern Gaza and 33 percent in the
south. These distressing numbers are likely
to have worsened since the conflict resumed
and Israel insanely bombing the innocent
civilians and civilian infrastructures including
hospitals, schools and libraries, where most
the Palestinians took refuge from the blind
bombardments of the Israeli forces.

The war in Gaza not only unfolds on mili-
tary front lines but is also shaped by an in-
visible force – the rules of war dictated by in-
ternational law. The International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC), custodian of the
Geneva Conventions, plays a crucial role in
upholding these rules. President Mirjana
Spoljaric’s recent visit to Gaza sought to bro-
ker temporary truces and facilitate ex-
changes of hostages and prisoners, demon-
strating the humanitarian principles guiding
such efforts. The International Criminal
Court’s prosecutor, Karim Khan, echoed the
call for adherence to international law, urg-
ing both Hamas and Israel to avoid war
crimes and prioritize civilian aid. Amid the
complexities of modern warfare, institutions
like the ICRC persistently advocate for fun-
damental principles, emphasizing impartial-
ity and protection for the innocent.

As the conflict in Gaza persists, the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
emerges as a stalwart guardian against in-
visible forces, tirelessly working to establish
boundaries within the chaos of the war. In
this labyrinth of complexity, the ICRC’s com-
mitment to ensuring that the conflict adheres
to limits defined by international law and that
the innocent populace retains the right to
protection becomes a beacon of hope. The
intricacies of the conflict extend beyond the
visible front lines, with the ICRC embodying
the principles of impartiality and adherence
to humanitarian law. Amidst the visible dev-
astation caused by warfare, there exists an
equally pressing and often overlooked crisis
– the battle against hunger, intricately woven
into the fabric of the conflict.

The people of Gaza, grappling with the af-
termath of Israeli airstrikes, find themselves
not only contending with the immediate dan-
gers of war but also confronting the insidious
threat of starvation. The scarcity of humani-
tarian aid compounds their suffering, as es-
sential supplies vanish from the markets,
leaving a vulnerable population at the mercy
of an unseen enemy. In this challenging the-
ater of war, the ICRC’s commitment to medi-
ating temporary truces, facilitating ex-
changes, and upholding the principles of the
Geneva Conventions becomes increasingly
critical.

The battle against hunger, intricately en-
twined with the broader conflict, demands an
immediate and comprehensive humanitarian
response, and the urgency of this situation
cannot be overstated. The ICRC’s unwaver-
ing commitment to mitigating the complexi-
ties of this conflict, coupled with the pressing
need for humanitarian intervention, signifies
a clarion call for the international community
to act decisively. It is imperative to prevent
further suffering in Gaza and address the
silent crisis that threatens to deepen amidst
the tumult of war.

Gaza’s battle
against starvation
calling world’s

attention
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Non-alcoholic fatty liver
disease (NAFLD) is a
condition in which ex-

cess fat accumulates in the
liver of people who drink little
or no alcohol. NAFLD leads
to inflammation (NASH) and
scarring (fibrosis) in the liver,
which can progress to cirrho-
sis and end-stage liver dis-
ease if left untreated. It is
one of the most common
causes of chronic liver dis-
ease globally and in India.
NAFLD is also associated
with an increased risk of
heart attack, stroke and can-
cers, particularly liver. More
than one-third of adults and
children in India have
NAFLD. It is particularly
common in the North. A
study in PGIMER, Chandi-
garh, found NAFLD in 50 per
cent of otherwise healthy
adult blood donors. The
cases are expected to in-
crease exponentially as obe-
sity and diabetes numbers
rise.

Although genetics and
gut microbiota are some of
the factors behind NAFLD, it
is primarily a lifestyle disease
driven by insulin resistance
and metabolic dysfunction.
The main risk factors are a
sedentary lifestyle and un-
healthy dietary habits, with
an increased intake of calo-
rie-rich foods. NAFLD is
closely linked with other
metabolic lifestyle diseases
like obesity, diabetes melli-
tus, hypertension, and dys-
lipidemia (lipid imbalance).
People who are obese or di-

abetics are at more risk of
NAFLD and vice versa,
these metabolic co-morbidi-
ties are more common in
NAFLD patients. Also, pa-
tients with these metabolic
co-morbidities are at a
higher risk of having severe
forms of NAFLD, including
NASH, fibrosis, cirrhosis and
even liver cancer.

The barriers against this
burgeoning public health
problem are many, including
low awareness. NAFLD is
largely asymptomatic in the
early stages and is usually
detected only in investiga-
tions or when patients be-
come symptomatic with
complications of cirrhosis
and end-stage liver disease.
The Indian National Associa-
tion for Study of the Liver
has recommended that
those who are obese, or dia-
betic should be screened for
NAFLD using abdominal ul-
trasonography.

Even the number of
NAFLD specialists (hepatol-
ogists or gastroenterologists)
is also quite less, given the
humungous burden of
NAFLD. Many NAFLD pa-
tients at low risk of develop-
ing significant liver disease
can be managed at the pri-
mary care level. This risk
stratification to identify low or
high-risk patients can be ac-
complished through blood in-
vestigation parameters and
elastography. The recent in-
corporation of NAFLD in the
National Program for Pre-
vention and Control of Can-
cer, Diabetes, Cardiovascu-
lar Diseases and Stroke

(NPCDCS) will also help in
increasing awareness about
the disease, promoting a
healthy lifestyle and stream-
lining its overall manage-
ment.

As NAFLD is primarily a
lifestyle disease, prevention,
and treatment demand
lifestyle changes. These in-
clude diet modification and
increase physical activity

and need to be sustained
over a long term as NAFLD
is a chronic disease. A
weight loss of 7 to 10 per
cent of the total body weight
in overweight/obese individ-
uals and 3 to 5 percent in pa-
tients with normal weight is
beneficial. However, this
weight loss should be grad-
ual over a period of three to
six months. as rapid weight
loss can be detrimental.

Calorie restriction by one-
third or 500-1000 kcal/day is
more important than any
specific diet. Though some
studies have found the
Mediterranean diet to be
beneficial, a healthy diet
sourced from local foods that
is sustainable is equally ben-
eficial. A healthy diet will pro-
tect not only against NAFLD
but also diabetes, hyperten-

sion, obesity, cardiovascular
disease, and stroke. Junk
and fried foods rich in trans
fats, free sugars and sugary
beverages, cold drinks, etc.,
should be avoided. Alcohol
should also be completely
avoided. Coffee may be ben-
eficial but only black and
unsweetened. Intermittent
fasting may also be promis-
ing. A recent study con-
ducted at PGIMER, Chandi-

garh, found that intermittent
fasting was better than stan-
dard calorie restriction in im-
proving the metabolic profile,
hepatic inflammation, and fi-
brosis though both were
found to be equally effective
in weight reduction and im-
proving hepatic steatosis in
NAFLD.

The exercise regimen
should consist of moderate
intensity aerobic exercises
like brisk walking, jogging,
running, swimming, cycling,
etc., for at least 30 to 45 min-
utes per day, at least 5 days
a week (150- 200 minutes
per week). Even without
weight loss, exercise has
added benefits on insulin re-
sistance and the overall
metabolic milieu. Resistance
exercises and yoga can sup-
plement aerobic exercises.
Yoga has also been shown
to have several health bene-
fits, including prevention and
control of obesity and dia-
betes, decrease in waist cir-
cumference, reduction of
blood pressure, improve-
ment in lipid profile and in-
sulin resistance. Yoga may
also enhance the psycholog-
ical well-being of NAFLD pa-
tients, who often suffer from
depression, anxiety, low self-
esteem, and poor quality of
life.

Tips for preventing and
managing NAFLD

Maintain healthy weight
and BMI by following a diet
low in saturated fats, sugar
and refined foods, and high
in fiber, fruits, vegetables
and lean protein. Daily calo-

rie intake should be re-
stricted by 30 per cent/500-
1000 kcal by cutting down
on carbohydrates and fats .
Total fat shouldn’t exceed 30
per cent of total calories, sat-
urated fat should be < 10 per
cent and trans fats < 1 per
cent of total intake, with a
shift to unsaturated fats .

Intake of three or more
cups of unsweetened, black
coffee may help in reducing
liver fat and scarring. 

Physical activity of at
least 150 minutes of moder-
ate-intensity, or 75 minutes
of vigorous exercise per
week, or a mix of both can
improve insulin sensitivity,
lower blood pressure, and
reduce inflammation. Avoid
alcohol as it damages liver,
increases fat accumulation
in the liver, and worsens liver
function synergistically with
NAFLD. 

Managing other diseases
linked to NAFLD, such as di-
abetes, high blood pressure
and high cholesterol, can
prevent or reduce liver dam-
age and complications.
Avoid self-prescribed med-
ications, including comple-
mentary and alternative
medicines and supplements
that can potentially harm the
liver. Consult with your doc-
tor before taking any med-
ication or supplement. Reg-
ular screening for liver
functioning and NAFLD, par-
ticularly if you are diabetic,
overweight/obese. Early de-
tection and treatment can
check progression to serious
stages and reduce the risk of
liver failure and cancer.

Non-alcoholic fatty liver disease:
Asymptomatic & Under-Diagnosed

Over 30 per cent Indians are affected by NAFLD, a lifestyle disease. 
The cases are expected to increase manifold as obesity and diabetes numbers rise
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Fresh off 21 hours of travel and two
flights from her home in Barbados to
“the farthest I have ever been,” Naomi

Cambridge tackles the first day of her first-
ever Conference of Parties, or COP, powered
by “adrenaline and hope.”

Like many young activists balancing their
climate work and university studies, she
spent hours on the way to Dubai cramming
for end-of-semester university exams waiting
for her next week. At the climate conference
Tuesday, she smiles and waves down col-
leagues she had previously only met via
Zoom, as they push for commitments to
phase out fossil fuels and financing for de-
veloping countries. “We are not all starting
from an equal playing field or the same start-
ing line,” Ms. Cambridge said of developing
nations’ struggle to access or afford renew-
able energy technologies – a major concern.
“It is our generation’s role to push for climate
justice.”

Two dynamics hit her within her first hour
here: inclusivity and the “influx” of oil and gas
firm lobbyists and PR firm handlers. “Being at
COP at an oil- and gas-producing country is
a bit of a paradox, but it is not necessarily a
negative thing,” she says. If the United Arab

Emirates and other oil producers “are sin-
cere,” it can “bring climate activists into the
same room.”

This is the kind of credible hope that de-
fines the Climate Generation, as the Monitor
chronicled in a global project about the cohort
born since 1989, when consciousness of
children’s rights and global warming began to
intersect. Here at COP28, we met up with
three of these young change-makers to hear
how the conference is playing out from their
perspectives.

Public cynicism and skepticism abounded
even before this COP opened in Dubai, with
the world set to miss its 1.5-degree-Celsius
target. Climate apathy is prevalent among
young people, which is why Ms. Cambridge
has set out to counter it at COP. “Hope is the
fundamental thing that spurs action. We need
action; therefore, we need to be powered by
hope,” she says. And if, as it seemed on Fri-
day, rich developing nations and oil produc-
ers are digging in their heels and refusing to
grant concessions to developing nations? “All
the more reason for youth to be here. Our
main role here is to hold the officials at
COP28 accountable,” she says.         

Namibian Deon Shekuza darts from ne-
gotiation rooms to panels to pavilions with a
bounce in his step, somehow locked onto

both his phone and everyone around him,
stopping every minute to wave or clasp
hands with an acquaintance. Since he’s an
eight-time veteran at COP, you might think he
runs the place. 

As a climate negotiator for Namibia fo-
cusing on the issue of a just and inclusive
transition, he is splitting his time advocating
for adaptation funding for Africa, negotiating
at odd hours day and night, presenting young
Namibians’ views at panels, and guiding first-
time African youth COP-goers under his
wing.  It is exhausting. But his energy and
voice do not falter. Neither does his smile.

“This is the only forum where all our
voices, all nations, on paper are equal,” he
says in between shaking hands with a dele-
gate. “Namibia has a voice in the process,
young people have a voice in the process,
and we must take advantage of this opportu-
nity and keep talking and acting to push for
change every way we can.” There have been
setbacks. 

He describes the big money pledges and
announcements by the COP28 organizer,
the UAE, as “a distraction,” sizzle without
substance. He worries too about his coun-
tries over focus on green hydrogen as its cli-
mate response, and the conference’s com-
plete absence of attention on adaptation

financing for developing countries.
Then there is the exclusivity: closed-door

meetings, delegates and negotiators being
cordoned off into hallways for hours as
princes and world leaders arrive. Lobbyists
are everywhere. On Tuesday, the COP28
presidency booted Mr. Shekuza and other
negotiators from the room they were con-
vening in to make way for a high-level private
sector “event.” “I accidentally wandered into
one VIP lounge, and I never saw so many
world leaders and CEOs in my life,” he says.
“They should be in the negotiating rooms, not
closed rooms.” 

But he still retains hope in the process, no
matter this year’s outcomes. “There is a
global focus on climate right now. It is up to
us to steer the negotiations and debate in the
right direction,” he says. 

Farzana Faruk Jhumu has spent COP
crisscrossing the 2-square-mile expo center,
racing from the United Nations women’s
pavilion to informal negotiation talks, down to
the Bangladesh pavilion, and to the UNICEF
pavilions where she distributes brochures
and speaks to visitors. For the UNICEF youth
ambassador and Bangladesh representative,
conference days run from 9 a.m. panels to 11
p.m. reviews of negotiation texts before doing
it all over again.

‘My responsibility to be hopeful’: 
The Climate Generation at COP28
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“Landmark” was the headline of
choice, and little wonder. After
months of discussion and debate

among politicians, pundits, and pressure
groups worldwide, a group of legislators was
finally taking regulatory steps to address the
potential dangers of artificial intelligence. And
not just any legislators. Following a series of
marathon meetings, the Parliament of the
European Union – the world’s largest bloc of
free-trading democracies – had reached
agreement with representatives of its 27
member states on the draft text of the Artifi-
cial Intelligence Act. Last Friday’s announce-
ment, however, also drew attention for the
twin wake-up calls it sounded.

First, it brought home how difficult it is for
governments to place effective guardrails on
the dizzyingly rapid expansion of AI. The EU
began working on its AI strategy in 2018, and
the new law won’t take full effect until some-
time in 2026. Yet it also honed in on the main
reason that the task is becoming more ur-
gent: the impact already being felt on the
everyday lives, rights, and political autonomy
of individual citizens around the globe. The
EU’s purpose is explicit: ensuring “trustwor-
thy, human-centric” use of AI as ever more
powerful computer systems mine, and learn
from, ever larger masses of digital data,
spawning an ever-wider array of applications.

The same technology that may now allow
researchers to unlock the mystery of a virus
could help create one. Large language mod-
els such as ChatGPT can not only produce
fast, fluent prose from billions of words on the
internet. They can, and indeed do, make mis-
takes, producing misinformation. And that
same huge store of data can be abused in
other ways. One key individual-rights con-
cern for the EU legislators was the prospect
that AI could be employed, as is the case in
China, to surveil and target citizens or partic-

ular groups in Europe. The new law bans
scouring the internet for images to create
face-recognition libraries, as well as the use
of visual profiling. The police would be ex-
empted, but only under tightly defined cir-
cumstances.

More broadly, though the exact wording of
the law has yet to be published, it will report-
edly ensure that people are made aware
whether the words and images they’re see-
ing on their screens have been generated not
by humans, but by AI. Among systems to be
banned outright are any “manipulating
human behavior to circumvent free will.” The
most powerful “foundation” AI systems – the
general-purpose platforms on which devel-
opers are building a whole range of applica-
tions – will face testing transparency and re-
porting requirements, obliged to share details
of their internal workings with EU regulators.

All of this will be enforced by a new AI reg-
ulatory body, with fines for the most serious
violations as high as 7 percent of a com-
pany’s global turnover. Still, the laborious
process of producing the AI Act is a reminder
of the head winds still facing efforts to place
internationally agreed-upon guardrails
around a technological revolution whose
reach transcends borders. In the world’s
major AI power, the United States, President
Joe Biden issued an executive order in Oc-
tober imposing safety tests on developers of
the most powerful systems. He also man-
dated standards for federal agencies pur-
chasing AI applications. His aim, like the
EU’s, was to ensure “safety, security, and
trust.”

Yet officials acknowledged that more
comprehensive regulation would need an act
of Congress, which still seems far from
agreeing on how, or even whether, to legis-
late limits. One obstacle is the AI companies
themselves. Though they acknowledge po-
tential perils, they have argued that there is a
risk that overregulation could limit the growth

of AI and reduce its benefits. And would-be
regulators also face geopolitical obstacles,
especially the rivalry between the U.S. and
China.

One sign has been Washington’s move to
limit Chinese access to the latest, specialized
computer chips key to building the highest-
powered AI systems. And that touches on a
wider national security issue: the growing role
of artificial intelligence in weapons systems.
Drones have played a major role in Ukraine’s
war against Russia’s invasion and in Israel’s
attacks on Gaza. The next evolutionary step,
military analysts suggest, could be AI-pow-
ered “drone swarms” on future battlefields.

The priority of the U.S. is clearly to seek
an edge in AI weaponry – at least until there
is a realistic hope of bringing China, Russia,
and other high-tech military powers into the
kind of agreements that, last century, helped
limit nuclear weapons. The EU’s new law
does not even cover military applications of
AI. So for now, its main impact will be on the
kind of “trust” and “human-centric” issues that
European authorities and Mr. Biden both
highlighted: letting people know when words
or images have been created by AI, and, the
lawmakers hope, blocking applications that
seek deliberately to manipulate users’ be-
havior.

Still, that could prove important not just for
individuals but also for the societies they live
in – the beginning of a fight against the use
of AI to “amplify polarization, bias, and misin-
formation” and thus undermine democracies,
as one leading AI expert, Dr. De Kai, recently
put it. The historian Yuval Harari has voiced
particular alarm over AI’s increasingly power-
ful ability to “manipulate and generate lan-
guage, whether with words, sounds, or im-
ages,” noting that language, after all, forms
the bedrock of how we humans interact with
one another. “AI’s new mastery of language,”
he says, “means it can now hack and manip-
ulate the operating system of civilization.”

Can AI outsmart 
Europe’s bid to regulate it? It is. I say this because I think that as thestock market climbs by nearly 60 per cent

in the past six months, its rise is not in
sync with our economic fundamentals, or
the pace of economic activity, which is slow.

And economic fundamentals determine
the stock market’s overall direction. It can-
not be otherwise, because buying stocks
means buying a share of future profits,
which depend on the pace of economic ac-
tivity.

But then the question is if gross domes-
tic product (which is a measure of economic
activity), is crawling up barely 2.0 per cent,
why then are investors now cheerfully pour-
ing money into the stock market?

One reason could be that profits of some
companies traded on the stock market have
indeed surged. But this happened without
an economic boom. And it could be ex-
plained by monopoly power (including
undue concessions taken from the govern-
ment) and windfall profits, such as Rs275
billion profit last year earned by just five
banks, partly by speculating in foreign ex-
change and earning money from high-yield-
ing government securities.

Another reason is that because eco-
nomic activity is slow, investment options
other than the stock market are absent.

A third reason is that foreign money is
pouring into the stock market: $36 million in
the last five months. But this is very likely
‘hot money,’ which is pouring in to create an
artificial boom, and to abruptly pull out at
the peak and profit at the expense of ‘dumb
money’.A good example of hot money is the
foreign money poured into the stock mar-
kets of the ‘miracle economies’ of South-
east Asia in 1997. Within months it was in
full flight, after raking in huge profits by
cashing in at the market’s peak. Herein is a
lesson for us.

Yet, the puzzle is, so far no one has
raised red flags. Instead, serious sounding
people assure us there is more to come;
that the benchmark index of the Pakistan
Stock Exchange will soon reach 75,000. 

Is the stock market
out of line?
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MANIPUR: People walk past a burnt vehicle and rubble on a street in Churachandpur in violence hit areas of north-
eastern Indian state of Manipur. —File Photo
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ISLAMABAD: Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) Chief Election Com-
missioner Sikandar Sultan
Raja reassured the nation on
Friday of his commitment to
ensuring a level playing field
for all political parties, partic-
ularly emphasizing fairness
for the ruling Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) and
other contenders in the up-
coming elections.

Commissioner Raja,
while sharing his perspec-
tive, stated, “I had never said
the elections would be de-
layed in the country. It is bet-
ter to confirm prior to the dis-
semination of the news. We
have prepared the election
schedule.”

The Chief Election Com-
missioner shed light on his
meeting with Chief Justice of
Pakistan (CJP) Qazi Faez
Isa, emphasizing its signifi-
cance. “Today, I had a great
meeting with the CJP,” he
stated. Addressing concerns
about the Islamabad Deputy
Commissioner (DC) issue,
Commissioner Raja down-
played its significance, stat-

ing, “The matters in line with
the Islamabad DC had been
watched vigilantly.”

The ECP CEC’s appear-
ance before the Supreme
Court of Pakistan (SCP)
marked a crucial develop-
ment, where the meeting
with Chief Justice Qazi Faez
Isa aimed to discuss and re-
solve key issues related to
the upcoming elections. At-
torney General Mansoor
Usman Awan was also pres-

ent during the meeting.
The assurance of a level

playing field is of paramount
importance in Pakistan’s po-
litical culture, where allega-
tions of bias and undue influ-
ence have been a historical
concern. The ECP, as the
custodian of electoral in-
tegrity, plays a vital role in
shaping the democratic
process. Political parties, in-
cluding the ruling PTI, often
look to the ECP to ensure fair

and transparent elections,
fostering a political culture
that values the principles of
democracy and equal oppor-
tunity for all participants.

The confirmation of the
election schedule signals a
critical step in the electoral
process, fostering confidence
in the democratic framework
and underscoring the ECP’s
commitment to upholding the
principles of free and fair
elections.

ECP chief affirms
commitment to fair elections
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KABUL: The Taliban gov-
ernment in Afghanistan is
facing international contro-
versy as a recent UN report
exposed a disturbing prac-
tice of putting women abuse
survivors in prison under the
guise of protection, sparking
concerns about human
rights violations.

The United Nations Assis-
tance Mission in Afghanistan
(UNAMA) detailed that the
Taliban government’s actions
have severe repercussions
on the mental and physical
health of the survivors.
Shockingly, the report noted
the absence of state-spon-
sored women’s shelters, as
the Taliban government
deems them unnecessary,
marking a significant depar-
ture from the previous sup-
port systems in place.

The Taliban’s oppression
of women’s rights in
Afghanistan has garnered
worldwide attention, with crit-
ics considering it one of the
harshest regimes in terms of
gender-based discrimination.
UNAMA disclosed that gen-
der-based violence against

Afghan women and girls was
already prevalent before the
Taliban took control of
Afghanistan. However, the
situation has deteriorated fur-
ther due to economic, finan-
cial, and humanitarian crises,
contributing to the increased
occurrence of such incidents.

Before the Taliban’s
resurgence in 2021,
Afghanistan had 23 state-
sponsored women’s protec-
tion centers or shelters.
Shockingly, these crucial fa-
cilities have disappeared
under the Taliban regime.
Taliban officials justified this
by asserting that women
should be with their hus-
bands or male family mem-
bers, dismissing the shelters
as a “western concept.”

In instances where
women had no male rela-
tives or faced safety con-
cerns, the Taliban officials
opted to send survivors to
prison “for their protection.”
UNAMA condemned this
practice, asserting that it
constitutes arbitrary depriva-
tion of liberty and exposes
vulnerable women to further
risks of discrimination and
stigmatization upon release.

Moreover, UNAMA criticized
the Taliban administration’s
unclear and inconsistent
handling of gender-based vi-
olence complaints, highlight-
ing the lack of effective legal
protection for women and
girls. The absence of women
personnel in complaint reso-
lution processes further de-
ters survivors from seeking
justice, leaving them without
guaranteed redress.

While the international
community had witnessed
efforts to advance women’s
rights in Afghanistan be-
tween 2001 and 2021, in-
cluding law and policy re-
forms, the recent
developments indicate a
drastic reversal. The Taliban
government, since regaining
power in 2021, has reneged
on its earlier promises to
grant women the right to
work and study, imposing se-
vere restrictions on their ed-
ucation, movement, and at-
tire. As the UN report sheds
light on these alarming prac-
tices, concerns mount about
the plight of Afghan women
and the Taliban’s disregard
for human rights and interna-
tional norms.

Taliban send abuse
survivors to prison, 
faces controversy

KUWAIT: In a solemn
moment for Kuwait, Emir
Sheikh Nawaf al-Ahmad al-
Sabah, aged 86, passed
away on Saturday, as an-
nounced by the royal court.
The news comes just over
three years after he as-
sumed power in the Gulf oil-
producing nation. The cause
of his demise was not imme-
diately disclosed, but the
royal court confirmed the
loss of the leader who took
the reins in September 2020.

The emir had been ad-
mitted to the hospital last
month due to an emergency
health problem, and al-
though described as stable,
his health took a critical turn.
Crown Prince Sheikh Me-
shal al-Ahmad al-Sabah, 83,
who has been the de facto
ruler since 2021 when the
frail emir delegated most of
his duties, is the designated
successor.

Sheikh Nawaf took on
the role of emir after the
passing of his brother,
Sheikh Sabah, who had
been a formidable leader,
shaping the state’s foreign
policy for over 50 years. De-
spite facing challenges in
governance, Sheikh Nawaf
was recognized as a con-
sensus builder by diplomats.
His reign saw an intense
standoff between the gov-
ernment and the elected
parliament, impeding key
structural reforms in the oil-
rich Gulf state. However, in
recent months, consensus
was restored between the
two entities.

As the holder of the
world’s seventh-largest oil
reserves, Kuwait is strategi-
cally located, sharing bor-
ders with Saudi Arabia and
Iraq and lying across the
Gulf from Iran. Sheikh
Nawaf maintained a foreign
policy that sought to balance
ties with neighboring coun-
tries. Domestically, his rule
witnessed the formation of
eight governments.

Under Kuwait’s constitu-
tion, the crown prince auto-
matically ascends to the po-
sition of emir but assumes
power only after taking an
oath in parliament. The new
emir has up to a year to
name an heir, allowing for a
period of transition during
this poignant moment for
Kuwait. The nation mourns
the loss of a leader who nav-
igated challenges and
worked towards stability both
at home and in the broader
geopolitical landscape.

Kuwait Mourns
as Emir Sheikh
Nawaf Al-Ahmad
Al-Sabah Passes

Away at 86
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LONDON: The Duchess
of Sussex, Meghan Markle,
and Prince Harry have ig-
nited a wave of disappoint-
ment among royal enthusi-
asts and notably, King
Charles, with the unveiling
of their Christmas card for
this year. In a departure
from the expected tradi-
tional family portrait, the
royal couple chose to share
a virtual holiday card, ema-
nating from their philan-
thropic endeavors under
the banner of Archewell.

The exclusive virtual
greeting conveyed warm
holiday wishes, proclaim-
ing, “On behalf of the office
of Prince Harry & Meghan,
the Duke and Duchess of
Sussex, Archewell Produc-
tions, and Archewell Foun-
dation, we wish you a very
happy holiday season.”
Gratitude was expressed
for the unwavering support
received throughout the
year 2023.

Contrary to widespread
anticipation, the card no-
tably excluded images of
Meghan and Harry’s chil-
dren, Archie and Lilibet.
This conspicuous absence
has left both King Charles
and ardent royal followers
yearning for a more con-
ventional family-centric
card, akin to the heart-
warming displays shared by
Prince William and Kate
Middleton featuring their
cherished children.

In the wake of the card’s
release, expressions of dis-
appointment flooded social
media, with one fan lament-
ing, “No children, no family,
no friends. The biggest los-
ers of 2023.” Another ques-
tioned the essence of the
card, asking, “Is this their
Christmas card? Where the
hell are the kids?” A third
fan directed criticism at
Meghan, pondering, “What
kind of mother doesn’t in-
clude her children in the
family Christmas card?”

Of noteworthy mention
is King Charles’s expressed
eagerness to reunite with
his grandchildren, Archie
and Lilibet, emphasized
during his recent speech at
a climate conference held
in Dubai. The absence of
the children from the Christ-
mas card has become a
central point of discussion
among royal followers, trig-
gering a spectrum of reac-
tions on various social
media platforms.

Markle, Harry’s
Christmas card
sparks royal
discontent
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MANIPUR, India: As
many as 64 victims of the
ethnic clashes that erupted
in India’s north-eastern
state of Manipur nearly
eight months ago will finally
be laid to rest, marking a
long-awaited homecoming
for the families affected by
the violence.

The clashes, driven by
tensions between the ma-
jority Meitei group and the
Kuki minority over the shar-
ing of government quotas,
claimed a devastating toll,
resulting in at least 170 lives
lost and the displacement of
thousands of people.

On Thursday, the bodies

of the victims, including 60
from the Kuki community
and four Meiteis, were
handed over to their griev-
ing families. 

These bodies had been
held in government mortu-
aries since the violence
erupted on May 3. In a
poignant gesture, the bod-
ies were airlifted from the
capital, Imphal, and Chu-
rachandpur district, and
transported to their respec-
tive families across the
state.

The Committee on Tribal
Unity, an organization advo-
cating for the rights of tribal
communities in Manipur,
has called for a 12-hour
shutdown in the state’s

Kangpokpi district, where
the Kuki victims will be laid
to rest. The burial ceremony
is expected to draw atten-
tion to the prolonged agony
of the affected families and
serve as a poignant re-
minder of the brutal conflict.

The clashes between
the Kukis and Meiteis have
been marred by horrific inci-
dents of torture, rape, and
killings, with a dispropor-
tionate impact on the Kuki
community. Approximately
two-thirds of the casualties
have been from the Kuki mi-
nority.

In response to the sever-
ity of the situation, India’s
Supreme Court established
a committee, comprising

three former high court
judges, to assess relief and
rehabilitation efforts in Ma-
nipur. The committee’s re-
port highlighted that, out of
the 175 reported deaths
during the clashes, 169 had
been identified, and only 81
bodies had been claimed.

In November, the
Supreme Court directed the
state government to facili-
tate the burial or cremation
of the bodies that had been
identified but remained un-
claimed in morgues by De-
cember. This mass burial,
while marking the end of a
long and tumultuous chap-
ter, also underscores the
ongoing challenges in the
aftermath of the violence.

Mass burial for victims of 
India ethnic clashes laid to rest

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Commission of Pak-
istan (ECP) Friday night is-
sued the election schedule
for the general elections
scheduled for February 8,
2024.

According to a notifica-
tion, Returning Officer will
issue a public notice on De-
cember 19, and the period
for filing nominations with
the Returning Officer will be
from December 20 to 22.

The Election Commis-
sion of Pakistan stated that
the names of nominated
candidates will be pub-
lished on December 23,
and the scrutiny of their
nomination papers will take
place from December 24 to
30.

The deadline for filing
appeals against the RO’s
decisions on accepting or
rejecting nomination pa-
pers is January 3, and the
appellate tribunal is ex-
pected to decide on the ap-
peals by January 10.

ECP issues
schedule for 

Feb 8 elections
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QUETTA: Former inte-
rior minister Sarfraz Bugti
has submitted his resigna-
tion, paving the way for a
potential political shift.
Sources close to the matter
reveal that Bugti is contem-
plating contesting the up-
coming general elections
on the ticket of the Pakistan
Muslim League-N (PML-N).

Bugti officially tendered
his resignation on Decem-
ber 13, citing personal rea-
sons for his departure from
the position. Caretaker
Prime Minister Anwaar-ul-
Haq Kakar swiftly accepted
Bugti’s resignation, setting
the stage for a political
transition.

Insiders suggest that
Bugti had made the 
decision to step down
nearly two months ago,
strategically timing his res-
ignation before the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule. 

The move aligns with
his intention to participate
in the upcoming elections
under the PML-N banner.

Amidst speculation,
sources close to Bugti an-
ticipate a meeting between
the former interior minister
and the PML-N leadership
in the coming days. 

Sarfraz Bugti
resigns eyes
PML-N ticket 
in upcoming
elections
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LAHORE: In a surprising
twist of events, prominent
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) leader Humayun
Akhtar Khan has officially
parted ways with the party
and joined the ranks of the
Istehkam-e-Pakistan Party
(IPP). The move comes as a
response to Khan’s dissatis-
faction with the PTI’s han-
dling of the aftermath of the
May 9 incidents, particularly
in light of the National Ac-
countability Bureau’s (NAB)
arrest of former PTI chief
Imran Khan in the Al-Qadir
Trust corruption case earlier
this year.

Humayun Akhtar Khan,
addressing a press confer-
ence alongside political fig-
ures Jahangir Tareen and
Aleem Khan in Lahore, ex-
pressed his deep concern
about the events that tran-
spired on May 9 and called
for accountability.

He emphasized the im-
portance of the courts pun-
ishing those found guilty
while allowing the innocent
to return home. Attributing
credit to the IPP’s leadership
for its role in the formation of
the PTI, Humayun Khan,
however, expressed disap-
pointment, stating that the
PTI had failed to meet the
expectations of the country’s

disillusioned youth.
Jahangir Tareen echoed

Khan’s sentiments, acknowl-
edging a decline in the PTI’s
popularity post-May 9
events. Tareen emphasized
the imperative of economic
recovery for the nation’s de-
velopment and expressed
optimism about potential
seat adjustments in the up-
coming elections. Dis-
cussing the recent Supreme
Court decision to suspend
the Lahore High Court’s
order against the appoint-
ment of election officers from
the executive, Tareen urged
for elections to be held on
February 8. The urgency for
political stability in the coun-
try was underscored by the
party.

Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan,
a prominent IPP member,
commented on the fluid na-
ture of alliances and rivalries
in politics. She stressed the
need to prioritize people’s
rights when discussing unity.
Aleem Khan addressed on-
going negotiations with the
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N), clarifying
that no alliance has been
formed yet. 

He assured that the party
holds respect for all individu-
als and affirmed their com-
mitment to avoid engaging in
politics that exploit the
legacy of the deceased.

Humayun Akhtar resigns
from PTI, joins Tareen’s
IPP amid May 9 fallout
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JERUSALEM: The Is-
raeli army said on Saturday
that three hostages mistak-
enly killed by soldiers car-
ried a white flag and cried
for help in Hebrew.

Yotam Haim, Alon Sham-
riz and Samer El-Talalqa—
all in their 20s—were shot
during operations in Gaza
City on Friday, sparking
protests in Israel.

They were among about
250 people taken hostage
during Palestinian militant
group Hamas’s October 7
attacks in Israel, which killed
around 1,140 people,
mostly civilians, according
to Israeli figures.

Vowing to destroy
Hamas and bring back the
hostages, Israel launched a
massive military offensive
against the Palestinian Is-
lamist movement that has
left much of the Gaza Strip
in ruins. The territory’s
Hamas government says
the war has killed at least
18,800 people, mostly
women and children.

Army spokesman Daniel
Hagari said that during fight-
ing in the Shejaiya district of
Gaza City, troops “mistak-
enly identified three Israeli
hostages as a threat and as
a result, fired toward them
and the hostages were
killed”.

An army official said the
hostages were all “without
shirts” and had “a stick with

a white cloth on it”, but a
soldier felt threatened and
opened fire. “Two are killed
immediately, one is injured
and runs back into the build-
ing,” the official said, adding
that the soldiers heard “a
cry for help... in Hebrew”.

Despite a ceasefire
order, “there’s another burst
of fire towards the third fig-
ure and he also dies.”

The official called it a
“tragic” event and “very hard
day”, but said the troops
had faced “intense combat
in the area”. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu de-
scribed their deaths as an
“unbearable tragedy”.

Hundreds were expected
to gather Saturday in Tel
Aviv to call on Netanyahu’s
government to secure the
release of 129 hostages still
held in the Hamas-ruled
Gaza Strip. “I am dying of
fear,” said Merav Svirsky,
sister of hostage Itay
Svirsky at a protest on Fri-
day. “We demand a deal
now.”

In November, a one-
week truce saw more than
100 hostages freed in ex-
change for Palestinians held
in Israeli jails, but fighting
has since resumed.

The hostages’ deaths
have heightened already
fierce scrutiny of how Israel
is conducting its ground and
air assault in Gaza.

The White House, which

provides billions of dollars in
military aid to Israel, has
voiced growing concern
over civilian deaths. “I want
them to be focused on how
to save civilian lives—not
stop going after Hamas, but
be more careful,” US Presi-
dent Joe Biden said this
week. News platform Axios
said the director of Israeli in-
telligence agency Mossad,
David Barnea, was due to
meet this weekend in an un-
specified location in Europe
with Qatari Prime Minister
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman Al Thani, who
helped negotiate the earlier
truce.

In Gaza, fierce fighting
continued. The Israeli army
said Saturday it had raided
two schools in Gaza City. It
said they were Hamas hid-
ing places.

A funeral was held in
Gaza for Samer Abu Daqqa,
a journalist with TV network
Al Jazeera killed the previ-
ous day by an Israeli strike
in Khan Yunis that also
wounded his colleague,
Wael al-Dahdouh.

“He died hungry, they
died with nothing to eat, with
hunger. Oh my darling,” said
his grieving mother, Umm
Maher. 

More than 60 journalists
and media staff have died
since the war began, ac-
cording to the Committee to
Protect Journalists.

Hostages killed by Israel
forces waved white flag

LONDON: Pro-Palestin-
ian demonstrators have
gathered again this weekend
to call for an end to the Is-
raeli bombardment of Gaza.

Organisers Stop the War
Coalition listed 57 separate
pro-Palestinian events
across UK on Saturday, in-
cluding assemblies and can-
dlelit vigils.

It comes amid growing in-
ternational concern about
the Israeli operation in the
region. 

The offensive, triggered
by the unprecedented Octo-
ber 7 Hamas attack on Is-
rael, has flattened much of
northern Gaza and driven 85
per cent of Gaza’s popula-
tion of 2.3 million from their
homes.

Displaced people have
squeezed into shelters
mainly in the south in a spi-
ralling humanitarian crisis.

The United States, Israel’s
closest ally, has expressed
unease over Israel’s failure
to reduce civilian casualties
and its plans for the future of
Gaza, but the White House
continues to offer whole-
hearted support with
weapons shipments and
diplomatic backing.

Benjamin Netanyahu’s
administration is also facing
public anger, after Israeli
troops on Friday mistakenly
shot dead three hostages.
The army’s chief spokesman
said troops found the
hostages on Friday and erro-
neously identified them as a
threat. He said it was not
clear if they had escaped
their captors or been aban-
doned.

The hostages have been
identified as Alon Shamriz,
Samer Al-Talalka and Yotam
Haim. 

Pro-Palestinian rallies
continue in UK as Gaza

crisis intensifies


