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Supreme Court sets precedent

No objections to
constituency delimitation
after election schedule issued

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: In a
groundbreaking  decision
with far-reaching implica-
tions, the Supreme Court of
Pakistan has declared that
objections to the delimitation
of constituencies cannot be
raised once the election
schedule has been officially
announced. The verdict, de-
livered by a three-member
bench headed by Justice
Sardar Tariq Masood, virtu-
ally eliminates the possibility
of any delay in the upcoming
general elections scheduled

for February 8.
The specific case re-
volved around appeals

against the delimitation of
two provincial assembly
seats in Quetta. The
Supreme Court not only
overturned the decision of
the Balochistan High Court
against the delimitation but
also accepted the Election
Commission of Pakistan’s
appeal in this matter.

Justice Athar Minallah,
questioning the legal author-
ity of the high court in mat-
ters concerning the election
commission, highlighted the
need to draw a clear line
after the issuance of the
election schedule. Justice

By our correspondent

LAHORE: In a strategic move that
could reshape the political landscape, Pak-
istan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)
President Shehbaz Sharif is reportedly
considering contesting the upcoming gen-
eral elections for both national and provin-
cial seats from Karachi. PML-N supremo
Nawaz Sharif dropped a significant hint
during a parliamentary board meeting on
Monday, directing Karachi’s organizational
officials to initiate Shehbaz Sharif’s election
campaign in the city.

Nawaz Sharif, reflecting on the political
landscape and the challenges faced by the
PML-N, expressed his intention to field
Shehbaz Sharif in Karachi.

This move suggests a strategic shift in
the party’s electoral strategy, aiming to ex-
pand its influence beyond traditional
strongholds.

During the meeting, Nawaz Sharif
lamented historical challenges, stating,

Ex PM Shehbaz ready to contest
upcoming polls i Karachi

“Those who were following the constitution
and law were debarred from politics. When
action was taken against those who vio-
lated the constitution, then we were at-
tacked.” He recounted the sacrifices made
by the PML-N and the hurdles faced in the
political journey, including detention and
exile.

While emphasizing the party’s accom-
plishments, Nawaz Sharif highlighted the
utilization of Thar coal for electricity pro-
duction and infrastructure projects like the
Lowari tunnel.

Expressing disappointment over elec-
toral outcomes, he noted, “We bring peace
to Karachi, but votes were cast for some-
body else.”

The potential candidacy of Shehbaz
Sharif in Karachi underscores the PML-N'’s
efforts to diversify its representation and
appeal to a broader demographic. As the
political dynamics evolve, the PML-N’s
strategic decisions are expected to play a
crucial role in the upcoming elections.

Mansoor Ali Shah empha-
sized that post-schedule, all
litigation related to con-
stituencies loses its effec-
tiveness, ensuring the in-
tegrity of the election
process.

Acting Chief Justice Sar-
dar Tariqg Masood expressed
his perplexity regarding the
desire for election delays,
stating, “I don’t understand
why everyone wanted the
election to be delayed. Let
elections take place in the

country.” Justice Minallah
cautioned against setting a
precedent that could lead to
a flood of applications, em-
phasizing that once an elec-
tion schedule is issued, all
activities must come to a
halt.

He underscored the Elec-
tion Commission’s crucial re-
sponsibility to conduct trans-
parent elections on the
designated date, February 8.

The case originated from
the Balochistan High Court’s

alteration of the delimitation
of constituencies in Shirani
and Zhob, prompting the
Election Commission to file
an appeal before the
Supreme Court.

This landmark decision
not only upholds the com-
mission’s authority but also
establishes a clear legal
framework surrounding the
timing of objections to con-
stituency delimitation, ensur-
ing the smooth progression
of the democratic process.

Court grants
post-arrest bail
to Fawad Ch in

graft case

By our correspondent

RAWALPINDI: A special
court in Rawalpindi ap-
proved the post-arrest bail
of former federal minister
Fawad Chaudhry on Mon-
day in connection with a cor-
ruption case. The court di-
rected authorities to release
the ex-minister upon sub-
mission of a Rs200,000
surety bond. Fawad, a for-
mer Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) lawmaker, had
been arrested in November
in relation to a case from Au-
gust 2022, where he was al-
leged to have accepted a
Rs5 million bribe. Initially re-
manded in police custody
for two days, Fawad was
later placed on judicial re-
mand after an extension. He
is currently incarcerated at
Adiala jail. The decision on
Fawad’s post-arrest bail
comes as the political land-
scape gears up for the up-
coming general elections
scheduled for February 8,
2024.

Speaking outside the
court, Fawad’s brother and
lawyer, Faisal Chaudhary,
confirmed that Fawad in-
tends to contest the upcom-
ing elections. However, the
decision on which party’s
ticket he will contest from re-
mains undecided and will be
revealed as a surprise, ac-
cording to Faisal. Respond-
ing to inquiries about a fam-
ily rift with sister-in-law Hiba
Fawad, Faisal noted that do-
mestic matters would be re-
solved within the family. The
former minister’s release,
however, may face hurdles
as the National Accountabil-
ity Bureau (NAB) has ar-
rested Fawad in a separate
corruption case.

NAB Chairman Lt-Gen
(retd) Nazir Ahmed Butt
signed an arrest warrant for
Chaudhry, leading to his
custody from Adiala jail.
Fawad had been among the
PTI leaders arrested during
the crackdown on the party
after the May 9 violence,
where the PTI was accused
of involvement in riots. In
June, Fawad Chaudhry was
present during the launching
ceremony of the Istehkam-
e-Pakistan Party (IPP), led
by Jahangir Tareen, a close
political aide to Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan.

PM during the day,
declared ‘hijacker’ at
night: Nawaz Sharif

News Desk

LAHORE: In a poignant
recollection of his political
journey, Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz  (PML-N)
supremo Nawaz Sharif ex-
pressed lament during a par-
liamentary board meeting on
Monday. The former prime
minister recalled a stark tran-
sition from being the premier
in the morning of 1999 to
suddenly being declared a
“hijacker” at night.

Addressing the meeting,
Sharif emphasized the chal-
lenges faced by those ad-
hering to the constitution and
law, asserting, “Those who
were following the constitu-
tion and law were debarred
from politics. When action
was taken against those who
violated the constitution,
then we were attacked.”

Sharif recounted the sac-
rifices made by the PML-N,
stating, “We had to face de-
tention and exile for more
years than being in power. If
the journey of development
had continued, then the
country might have pro-
gressed far.”

Highlighting specific
achievements, Sharif men-
tioned the utilization of Thar
coal for electricity produc-
tion, a project that he
claimed had been neglected
before. He expressed disap-
pointment over political out-
comes, noting, “We bring
peace to Karachi, but votes
were cast for somebody
else. We had constructed
the Lowari tunnel for the
people of Chitral, but they
cast their vote for the Ja-
maat-e-Islami (JI).”

PML-N President She-

hbaz Sharif, in a separate
series of meetings on Sun-
day, asserted that the coun-
try was on the brink of eco-
nomic recovery due to tough
decisions taken during the
coalition government’s
tenure.

Several PML-N leaders,
including Rana Igbal, Mian
Saqgib Khurshid, Javed Al
Shah, and others, met with
Shehbaz Sharif in Lahore.
Discussions during these
meetings focused on party
matters and preparations for
the upcoming general elec-
tions.

The PML-N leaders also
extended their congratula-
tions to Shehbaz Sharif on
the acquittal of PML-N
supremo Nawaz Sharif,
marking a notable moment
for the party amidst the
evolving political landscape.

Cotton arrivals jump 74pc vyly,
surpass last year’s total

By our correspondent

LAHORE: Cotton arrivals surged by nearly
74 percent year-on-year to 8.024 million bales
as of December 15, boosted by favourable
weather and higher yields in the main produc-
ing provinces of Sindh and Punjab, industry
data showed on Monday.

The Pakistan Cotton Ginners Association
(PCGA) said in its fortnightly report that the ar-
rivals were significantly higher than the 4.613
million bales recorded in the same period last
year, when heavy rains and floods damaged
the crop. The PCGA said the arrivals also in-
creased by 3.5 percent from November 30,
when they stood at 7.753 million bales.

Sindh has contributed 4.066 million bales,
up 87 percent from last year, while Punjab pro-
duced 3.596 million bales, up 64 percent from
last year, the report said.

The report showed that by December 15,
2023, with 8.024 million bales arriving, output
has significantly surpassed last year's total of
4.912 million bales.

As of mid-December 2023, 289,326 bales
were sold to exporters/traders and textile mills
bought 7,084,870 bales.

With the 2023-24 crop nearing its end, fort-
nightly flow has declined from a peak of nearly
one million bales to 270,234 bales. Currently,
302 ginning factories are operating in the coun-
try. Sanghar District in Sindh leads the country
with 1.681 million bales, followed by Ba-

hawalnagar in Punjab with 1.013 million bales.
Last year, Bahawalnagar had a harvest of
0.622 million bales by the end of the season.
Cotton production in the traditionally high-yield-
ing district of Rahim Yar Khan faltered to 0.584
million bales.

Sukkur district in Sindh secured fourth po-
sition with 0.543 million bales, while Ba-
hawalpur has produced 0.531 million bales this
season. Last year, Sukkur and Bahawalpur
produced 0.278 million and 0.358 million bales
respectively.

Following a 14.6 percent decline in Pak-
istan's finished textile product exports in 2022-
23, overseas demand is forecast to rebound in
2023-24. As a result, consumption is expected
to reach 10 million bales. However, continued
currency fluctuations and rising energy and
other input costs may hinder further expansion.
With improved production this year compared
to the abysmally low output of less than five
million bales in 2022-23, cotton imports are ex-
pected to be lower. Conservative projections
suggest imports could be between 4 and 4.2
million bales. Despite the anticipated increase
in domestic consumption, the expected rise in
domestic production will likely offset the need
for increased imports in 2023-24. Trade data
shows imports were 4.5 million bales in 2022-
23. The decline in local cotton prices within the
free trade regime has created export opportu-
nities, prompting an increased forecast of
100,000 bales for 2023-24.

Jamadi-us-Saani 5, 1445 A.H

MUZAFFARABAD: Kashmiris protesting against the decision of Indian Supreme Court over Article 370 terming the
betrayal of their identity, here on Monday.

Kashmiris
denounce Indian
SC verdict on
370 as identity
betrayal

MUAZAFFARABAD: The
Indian Supreme Court’s con-
tentious decision on Decem-
ber 11 to revoke Article 370
has ignited strong condemna-
tion from the Kashmiris who
perceive the ruling as an as-
sault on their internal sover-
eignty and identity. Critics
argue that the decision,
viewed by many as a be-
trayal, exacerbates an already
tense situation in the region.

Expressing disillusion-
ment, many Kashmiris feel let
down by what they see as an
attack on their distinct identity
and internal autonomy. The
decision is seen as under-
mining the trust they had
placed in the Government of
India and the judicial system
to address the longstanding
Kashmir issue.

Kashmiris assert that the
Supreme Court’s verdict dis-
regards international norms,
including United Nations’ res-
olutions advocating for a
democratic and impartial ref-
erendum to determine the
fate of Indian lllegally Occu-
pied Jammu & Kashmir
(II0J&K). The abrogation of
Article 370, which granted
special autonomy to the re-
gion, is perceived as a viola-
tion of international laws and
an attempt to erase their
unique identity.

Critics argue that the deci-
sion further aggravates ten-
sions in the region, with accu-
sations against the Indian
Army of illegal occupation.
Kashmiris contend that the
ruling reflects a narrow-
minded and tyrannical ap-
proach, raising concerns
about the Modi government’s
treatment of minorities, partic-
ularly within the Kashmiri
population. While dissent is
not limited to Kashmir alone,
voices of concern have
emerged from politicians and
Kashmiris residing in other
parts of India. Many de-
nounce the Supreme Court's
decision as a biased move,
reflecting broader apprehen-
sions about the government’s
treatment of minorities.

The unity among Kash-
miris, transcending political
affiliations and ideological dif-
ferences, is highlighted as a
robust force against what
they perceive as a conspiracy
to subjugate Indian lllegally
Occupied Jammu & Kashmir.
Despite the Supreme Court's
judgment on Article 370, the
Kashmiri sentiment remains
resilient, with a prevailing be-
lief that their separate status
and identity cannot be erased
by legal maneuvers. The sit-
uation continues to evolve,
with tensions and apprehen-
sions running high in the re-
gion.

Caretaker PM pledges
Nno more compromise
on illegal aliens

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: In a firm
and resolute statement, in-
terim Prime Minister Anwaar-
ul-Haq Kakar underscored
Pakistan’s unwavering com-
mitment to national security,
emphasizing the necessity of
repatriating undocumented
foreigners, including Afghan
nationals. In an op-ed pub-
lished in The Telegraph, PM
Kakar articulated the govern-
ment's dedication to building
a “safer, more peaceful, and
prosperous Pakistan” while
addressing the concerns
surrounding the influx of ille-
gal foreign nationals.

PM Kakar revealed that
encounters with security
forces had identified 65 ter-
rorists as Afghans, and 16
Afghan nationals had carried
out suicide attacks in Pak-
istan since August 2021. Cit-
ing the interim Afghan gov-
ernment’s advice to “look
inwards,” PM Kakar ex-
pressed the government’s

decision to heed this counsel
to put its house in order.
The repatriation efforts,
characterized as “dignified
and safe,” have seen

436,790 illegal Afghans re-

turning to their homeland.
Emphasizing the govern-
ment's focus on voluntary,
safe, and dignified repatria-
tion, PM Kakar clarified that
deportation is not the priority.
A notable 93% of returnees
have done so voluntarily, he
added.

Despite Pakistan’s his-
toric hospitality, hosting
around five million Afghans
for four decades, PM Kakar
acknowledged the socio-
economic and security costs
associated with the influx.

He noted the strain on re-
sources, with many migrants
operating in the black mar-
ket, avoiding taxes, and de-
pressing wages for legal
workers. The abrupt with-
drawal of Western allies from
Afghanistan in August 2021
triggered a new wave of

| refugees, necessitating care-

ful consideration of their wel-
fare.

To streamline the repatri-
ation process, Pakistan has
established 79 transit cen-
ters offering free meals, shel-
ter, and medical facilities. Ad-
ditional crossing points on
the Pakistan-Afghan border
have been opened to facili-
tate these efforts. PM Kakar
assured that certain at-risk
groups, such as musicians,
journalists, and human rights
activists, would not face de-
portation, emphasizing the
nation’s commitment to fulfill-
ing legal, moral, and human-
itarian obligations while safe-
guarding its own security
interests.

NADRA clarifies
misinformation on ‘Form
B issuance’ deadline

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: In re-
sponse to a wave of misin-
formation spreading
across social media plat-
forms, the National Data-
base Registration Authority
(NADRA) issued a com-
prehensive clarification on
Monday, vehemently refut-
ing any alterations in its
policy regarding the is-
suance of “Form B” to the
general public.

Contrary to recent
claims circulating online,
suggesting the imposition
of a deadline for obtaining
“Form B,” NADRA main-
tained that no such time-
frame had been estab-
lished or implemented.
The organization ex-
pressed concern over the
dissemination of inaccu-
rate information, attributing
it to certain elements seek-
ing to create unwarranted
panic.

NADRA urged the pub-
lic to exercise caution and
rely on verified sources for
accurate news and up-
dates. In an official press
release, NADRA empha-

sized that the statements
circulating on the internet
were not only unfounded
but also misleading to citi-
zens who rely on accurate
information.

However, the authority
took the opportunity to re-
assure the public that
there had been no modifi-
cations to the existing pol-
icy governing the issuance
of “Form B.”

Furthermore, NADRA
clarified that there were no
imminent plans to intro-
duce changes in the fore-
seeable future. In a proac-
tive stance, NADRA called
upon citizens to act re-
sponsibly and refrain
from perpetuating false
news.

The authority stressed
the importance of relying
on official channels and
verified information to pre-
vent the spread of base-
less rumors. As misinfor-
mation continues to pose
challenges, NADRA re-
mains steadfast in its com-
mitment to transparency
and accuracy in providing
essential services to the
public.

Protests erupt as KMDC
implements 185% fee hike

By our correspondent

KARACHI: Students at
Karachi Medical and Dental
College (KMDC) took to the
streets in protest against a
significant 185 percent
surge in college fees, as re-
ported by media sources on
Monday.

The college administra-
tion’s notification detailed
the revised fee structure, in-
dicating a substantial in-
crease in admission fees. In

the open merit category, the
admission fee surged from
Rs 20,000 to Rs 50,000. For
applicants seeking admis-
sion through the self-finance
category, the admission fee
skyrocketed to Rs 100,000,
along with an additional total
of Rs 1.2 million.
Furthermore, the notifica-
tion disclosed a surge in tu-
ition fees, escalating from
Rs 50,000 to Rs 117,600,
further exacerbating finan-
cial strain on the student

body. Expressing their dis-
content, students called
upon Mayor Karachi, Mur-
taza Wahab, to reconsider
and revoke the fee hike, em-
phasizing the financial hard-
ships faced by students
amid the country’s economic
crisis.

Taimur Ahmed, a mem-
ber of the KMC city council,
condemned the exorbitant
fee hike, stating, “There is
no example of such extor-
tion in terms of fees.”

PTA probes
reports of
social media
disruptions

ISLAMABAD: The Pak-
istan Telecommunication Au-
thority (PTA) announced on
Monday that it is actively in-
vestigating reports of internet
disruptions in “some areas”
of the country. The PTAs
statement, issued a day after
widespread complaints of so-
cial media disruptions, clari-
fied that the overall situation
of internet access across the
country is normal.

On Sunday night, social
media sites experienced se-
rious disruptions, with numer-
ous users reporting difficul-
ties in accessing popular
platforms such as YouTube,
Facebook, and X (formerly
known as Twitter). According
to Downdetector, these dis-
ruptions occurred after 7:00
pm, affecting website ver-
sions of various applications.
Cities such as Karachi, La-
hore, Mir Pur Khas, and
Rawalpindi were identified as
the most affected areas dur-
ing the disruptions. Some
users resorted to reporting
the internet lag on What-
sApp. While the exact cause
of the outage remains un-
known, several internet users
complained of slow internet,
prompting concerns among
the public.

Interestingly, some users
noted that turning on a Virtual
Private Network (VPN) re-
solved the slowdown issue,
leading to speculation about
intentional throttling. A jour-
nalist on X expressed, “Hav-
ing trouble accessing Twit-
ter/X and other social media
platforms.

Overall internet seems
slow as well. Anyone else in
Pakistan facing the same?”
Many users responded affir-
matively, sharing their similar
experiences. Another X user
raised concerns about limita-
tions on internet access and
the use of social media appli-
cations in Pakistan, seeking
confirmation on this informa-
tion.
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KARACHI: Volunteers busy in rescue works after the building was collapsed due to gas cylinder explosion in Machar
Colony area of Karachi, here on Monday.

3 dead, several
injured in Karachi’s
building collapse

By our correspondent

KARACHI: A two-storey
building in Machar Colony
on Mauripur Road collapsed
following a gas cylinder
blast, resulting in at least
three people dead and 17
others wounded on Monday.
The blast originated in a gas
cylinder shop within the
building, causing partial
damage to an adjacent
structure and a nearby vehi-
cle.

Rescue operations were
promptly initiated by the au-
thorities,  with  police,
rangers, and rescue teams
working at the incident site.
The Dr Ruth Pfau Civil Hos-
pital Karachi received two
bodies and eight injured indi-
viduals, including two chil-
dren and four women. Sen-
ior Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Keamari Arif Rao
Aslam provided insights into
the incident, stating that the
explosion occurred during
the transfer of gas in the
shop as a vehicle loaded
with gas cylinders arrived for
supply.

The immediate aftermath
saw a fire, resulting in burn
injuries for six of the
wounded. To facilitate the
rescue operation, police and
rangers had to resort to a

baton charge to disperse the
crowd in the congested
streets surrounding the inci-
dent site.

Three buildings neighbor-
ing the collapsed structure
were also evacuated for in-
spection due to potential
damage. SSP Keamari em-
phasized that heavy machin-
ery would be employed to re-
move debris and ensure a
thorough inspection of the
affected area.

The tragic event brings
back memories of the Octo-
ber 11 incident in Karachi’s
Shah Faisal Colony, where
an under-construction build-
ing collapse claimed three
lives and left several others
injured.

In response to the Shah
Faisal Colony incident,
Sindh Caretaker Chief Minis-
ter Justice (retd) Magbool
Bagar had taken action by
suspending four Sindh Build-
ing Control Authority (SBCA)
officers for their negligence.

It is pertinent to mention
that earlier, a survey con-
ducted by the SBCA Techni-
cal Committee on Danger-
ous Buildings has identified
approximately 550 buildings
in Karachi and around 650
buildings in other districts of
Sindh that are in dilapidated
conditions. According to

sources, notices had been
issued to the residents of
those buildings, urging them
to evacuate immediately, as
the structures posed a risk of
collapse during the rainfall or
any untoward situation but
the exercise left un-resulted
due to lack of commitment.

In anticipation of potential
building collapse incidents
during the monsoon rains in
Karachi, the Sindh govern-
ment has taken proactive
measures by establishing a
rain-emergency center in the
Sindh Building Control Au-
thority (SBCA), announced
Muhammad Yasin Shar
Baloch, the Director General
of SBCA. During the rain
emergency, technical staff
will be available in three
shifts to address any emer-
gencies that may arise.

The SBCA DG appealed
to the general public to re-
port any building accidents
or provide information about
dilapidated and dangerous
buildings in densely popu-
lated areas to the SBCA's
Rain Emergency Center.
The official of SBCA claimed
that the SBCA is committed
to promptly addressing any
reports received and taking
necessary actions to miti-
gate risks associated with
unstable structures.

Pakistan issues
visas to Indian
Hindu pilgrims for
Katas Raj Visit

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: The Pak-
istan High Commission in
New Delhi has issued 62
visas to a group of Indian
Hindu pilgrims, allowing
them to embark on a pil-
grimage to the historic
Shree Katas Raj Temples,
also known as Qila Katas,
situated in the Chakwal
district of Punjab. The pil-
grimage is scheduled to
take place from December
19th to 25th.

In a press release is-
sued on Monday, Charge
d’ Affaires Aizaz Khan ex-
pressed heartfelt wishes to
the pilgrims, extending
hopes for a safe journey
and a memorable stay in
Pakistan. The issuance of
these pilgrimage visas falls
under the framework of the
Pakistan-India Protocol on
Visits to Religious Shrines,
established in 1974. This
bilateral agreement has fa-
cilitated the annual pilgrim-
age of thousands of Sikh
and Hindu devotees from
India, allowing them to par-
ticipate in various religious
festivals and occasions
hosted in Pakistan.

Earlier this month, Pak-
istan granted 104 visas to
Indian Hindu pilgrims to
participate in the 315th
birth anniversary celebra-
tions of Shiv Avtari Satguru
Sant Shadaram Sahib at
the Shadani Darbar Hayat
Pitafi in Sindh. The 300-
year-old temple is a sacred
place for Hindu devotees
from across the globe. The
Shadani Darbar was
founded in 1786 by Sant
Shadaram Sahib, who was
born in Lahore in 1708.

The visit to Shree Katas
Raj Temples holds great
significance for the Hindu
community, as these tem-
ples are revered for their
historical and cultural im-
portance.

The pilgrimage reflects
the commitment of both
nations to honour and pre-
serve cultural heritage and
religious tradition. Pak-
istan’s initiative to grant
visas to Indian Hindu pil-
grims aligns with the ob-
jective of facilitating visits
to religious shrines and
promoting interfaith har-
mony.

No exemption sought
for judge spouses’ body
searches, SC clarifies

Apex court also expresses surprise
at the timing of letter’s leakage

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: In a recent
development, the Supreme
Court of Pakistan issued a
clarification on Monday re-
garding an alleged request
for exemption from body
searches for spouses of
serving judges at airports.
The clarification follows the
emergence of a leaked letter
in the media, raising ques-
tions about the timing and
nature of the Supreme
Court’'s communication.

Contrary to initial reports
indicating a plea for exemp-
tion, the Supreme Court’s
Registrar Office clarified that
the court had merely high-
lighted an inconsistency in
security protocols. Dated
September 21, 2023, the let-
ter, addressed to the Aviation
Division Secretary and ASF

Director General, brought at-
tention to the fact that while
spouses of retired judges
benefit from an exemption
from body searches, the
same privilege was not ex-
tended to spouses of serving
judges.

Quoting the letter, “In the
interest of full disclosure,
kindly also disclose the Reg-
istrar of the Supreme Court’s
letter of 21st September
2023 to correct the miscon-
ceptions.” It further stated,
“The body search exemption
rule was not made by the
Supreme Court, nor was an
exemption sought. The Reg-
istrar had simply pointed out
an anomaly, which was that
the spouses of retired
Supreme Court Judges were
exempt from body searches,
but those of serving Judges
were not.”

Sarfraz Bugti Joins PPP
on Zardari’s directive

News Desk

QUETTA: In a strategic
move ahead of the upcom-
ing general elections on
February 8, 2024, former
caretaker interior minister
Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti has
officially joined the Pak-
istan Peoples Party (PPP).
This  decision comes
shortly after Bugti’s resig-
nation from his previous
position, a mandatory step
for contesting polls.

Bugti made the an-
nouncement during the
PPP workers’ convention in
Turbat, where PPP co-
chairman Asif Ali Zardari
was present.

He expressed his de-
light at entering the elec-
toral fray with the backing
of the PPP, emphasizing
the significance of Zardari’s
leadership. During the con-
vention, Bugti highlighted
his hopes for restoring
peace in Balochistan under
Zardari’'s guidance. He
urged Zardari to contribute

to local healthcare by es-
tablishing a state-of-the-art
hospital in Turbat, similar to
the one in Sukkur.

In a promise to Zardari,
Bugti pledged to make the
PPP a progressive party
under the veteran leader’s
direction.

Bugti’'s switch to the
PPP comes after his asso-
ciation with the Balochistan
Awami Party (BAP). The
move has political implica-
tions, especially as reports
earlier suggested Bugti’s
resignation for a potential
contest on the Pakistan
Muslim  League-Nawaz
(PML-N) ticket. As the gen-
eral elections approach,
Bugti expressed confi-
dence that the PPP, under
Zardari’s leadership, would
challenge narratives
against Pakistan. The Elec-
tion Commission of Pak-
istan (ECP) recently issued
the polling schedule follow-
ing Supreme Court orders,
alleviating concerns about
potential delays.

Ahsan Igbal
claims PML-N
end ‘Daku Raj’

in Sindh
By our correspondent

LAHORE: Senior leader
of the Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N),
Ahsan Igbal, asserted on
Monday that his party
played a pivotal role in put-
ting an end to the “Daku
Raj” (bandits’ rule) in
Sindh. Speaking to the
media in Lahore, he high-
lighted the positive impact
of Nawaz Sharif’s tenure,
emphasizing a period of
peace for the people of
Sindh.

“Nawaz Sharif has the
best record of serving the
people of Sindh. Whenever
Nawaz Sharif came to
power, the people of Sindh
witnessed peace,” stated
the former planning minis-
ter. He specifically men-
tioned initiatives like the K-
IV project to address the
water crisis in Karachi and
the realization of the Thar
coal project through the
China-Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC).

“In a bid to address the
water crisis in Karachi, the
K-1V project was initiated
for the people,” he re-
marked, underscoring the
party’s commitment to ad-
dressing critical issues in
the region.

Despite facing opposi-
tion from the Pakistan Peo-
ples Party (PPP) in Sindh,
Igbal claimed that PML-N
successfully brought peace
to the province during its
tenure. He reiterated that
the party had nothing to do
with inflation, placing the
blame on the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf's  (PTI)
government.

“Ahsan Igbal calls for
‘competent’ govt to steer
country out of economic
quagmire,” he had stated
earlier, emphasizing the
need for a competent gov-
ernment to address eco-
nomic challenges. Igbal ex-
pressed optimism about
the country’s gradual
progress and highlighted
the potential of the youth.
“Narowal is the stronghold
of the PML-N,” he as-
serted, reaffirming the
party’s influence in the re-
gion. As political dynamics
continue to evolve, the
statements from Ahsan
Igbal shed light on the
PML-N’s perspective on
governance, economic is-
sues, and its role in bring-
ing stability to Sindh.

Oil import bill surges by
5.76% YoY in Nov 23, raising
economic questions

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: In a recent
report released on Monday,
the State Bank of Pakistan
(SBP) disclosed a 5.76%
year-on-year increase in
Pakistan’s petroleum group
import bill for November
2023. The petroleum import
bill reached $1.32 billion,
marking a steady ascent
from $1.25 billion during the
same period last year. This
surge suggests an upward
trajectory in the country’s oil
expenditure.

While the monthly import
bill for petroleum products
remained relatively stable,
the overall import bill for No-
vember exhibited a 2.86%

year-on-year and a 1.82%
month-on-month increase,
totaling $4.45 billion. This in-
cremental trend raises ques-
tions about the underlying
economic dynamics and
trade patterns in the nation.
In the first five months of the
fiscal year 2023-24, total im-
ports experienced a notable
decline of 16% year-on-year,
amounting to $21.28 billion.
However, the share of petro-
leum products in the total im-
port bill stood at 29.76% in
November 2023, emphasiz-
ing the sector’s significant
impact.

Surprisingly, the import
bill for petroleum products
witnessed a substantial de-
cline of 35% in the initial five

months of the fiscal year,
dropping to $5.72 billion from
the $8.8 billion recorded in
the corresponding period
last year. This decline raises
important questions about
the potential implications for
the energy sector and the
overall balance of trade. The
transport sector saw a 12%
year-on-year decline in im-
ports for November 2023, to-
taling $109 million. However,
on a sequential basis, a 9%
month-on-month increase
was observed, indicating po-
tential fluctuations in this
sector. Agricultural and other
chemicals experienced a
10.67% year-on-year in-
crease and a 12.5% month-
on-month rise, reaching

$863.17 million.

Food imports surged by
14% year-on-year, amount-
ing to $657 million in No-
vember 2023. However, over
the first five months of the
fiscal year, the sector’s im-
port bill showed a significant
decrease of 19.5%, falling to
$2.92 million. The machinery
import sector recorded a
substantial 43% year-on-
year increase, reaching
$552.27 million, signaling
potential growth in industrial
activities. As Pakistan navi-
gates these economic dy-
namics, the implications of
the oil import bill raise crucial
considerations for policy-
makers and industry stake-
holders alike.

LHC rejects Imran’s plea to halt
trial 1 contempt of ECP case

LAHORE: The Lahore
High Court (LHC) has dis-
missed the application of for-
mer Prime Minister Imran
Khan, seeking to halt the jail
trial in the contempt of the
Election Commission of Pak-
istan (ECP) case. The court
has issued notices to the
election commission and
other relevant parties, solicit-
ing their responses in this
matter.

The rejection comes in the
wake of Imran Khan'’s attempt
to stop the jail trial related to
the contempt charges
brought forth by the Election
Commission of Pakistan. No-
tices have been sent to the
election commission and oth-
ers involved, and the court
awaits their responses. The
counsel representing the ECP
informed the full bench about

the jail trial notification issued
by the Punjab Home Depart-
ment on December 8. The
court emphasized that Adiala
Jail, located in Rawalpindi,
holds jurisdiction over Islam-
abad and Rawalpindi.
Justice Alia Neelam di-
rected the petitioner’s counsel
to formally challenge the jail
trial notification, stating, “I will
challenge the notification. You
set the application for day
after tomorrow.” The court ex-
pressed the need for the
proper legal process to be fol-
lowed, with Justice Neelam
highlighting the importance of
filing a challenge before mak-
ing decisions on such appli-
cations. Responding to the
court’s direction, the counsel
affirmed their intent to chal-
lenge the notification and
highlighted that notices were

received when Imran Khan
was in Lahore. The indict-
ment of the former PTI chair-
man is scheduled for tomor-
row, the counsel further
stated.

A three-member bench,
headed by Justice Alia Nee-
lam, heard the petition. On
December 9, Imran Khan
challenged the proceedings
of the contempt of the election
commission case and its sub-
sequent jail trial before the
LHC. The petition named the
federal government, the Elec-
tion Commission of Pakistan,
and the Adiala Jail superin-
tendent as parties. Imran
Khan argued that the ECP ini-
tiated contempt proceedings
unlawfully, asserting that the
commission lacked the au-
thority to try someone for con-
tempt.

Pak women clinches historic win
over NZW in super over showdown

News Desk

CHRISTCHURCH: In a
nail-biting encounter, Pak-
istan secured a historic vic-
tory over New Zealand in
the dead-rubber third
Women’s One-Day Interna-
tional (ODI) at
Christchurch’s Hagley Oval
on Monday.

This triumph marks
Pakistan’s maiden ODI win
over New Zealand in the
women’s cricket land-
scape, showcasing a re-
markable achievement for
the team.

The White Ferns, hold-
ing an unassailable 2-0
lead in the series, elected
to bat first, posting a com-
petitive total of 251-8.
Amelia Kerr and Maddy
Green stood out, contribut-
ing half-centuries to the
scoreboard.

Amelia Kerr led the New
Zealand charge with a
standout performance, top-
scoring with 77 off 87 balls,

featuring five fours.

Maddy Green added to
the total with a 65-ball 65,
while  Captain  Sophie
Devine and Suzie Bates
made valuable contribu-
tions with 29 and 24 runs,
respectively. Pakistan’s
spin duo, Nashra Sandhu
and Ghulam Fatima,
played pivotal roles, secur-
ing two wickets each.

The contest extended
beyond the allotted 100
overs as Pakistan re-
sponded with a resilient in-
nings, reaching 251-9. For-
mer  captain  Bismah

Maroof played a key role,
delivering a 68-run innings
off 86 balls, including five
fours. Her partnership with
Aliya Riaz, who contributed
a 44-run innings off 84
balls, added 101 runs to
the total. Stand-in captain
Fatima Sana and Natalia
Pervaiz chipped in with 36
and 26 runs, respectively.
As the excitement esca-
lated, the match entered a
Super Over, with Pakistan
managing to score 11-2.
Aliya Riaz played a pivotal
role, securing eight runs off
Amelia Kerr’s bowling.

Jazz tests
1.6Tbps per
channel on

optical network

News Desk

ISLAMABAD: Jazz,
Pakistan’s leading digital
operator, has achieved a
groundbreaking milestone
by successfully testing its
optical fibre  network,
achieving an impressive
throughput of 1.6 Terabits
per second (Tbps) per
channel. The test, con-
ducted on December 13,
utilized Huawei’s advanced
Kepler platform, positioning
Jazz as the first operator in
the Europe, Middle East,
and African (EMEA) region
to achieve this feat.

The test’s success un-
derscores Jazz’s commit-
ment to continually en-
hance and strengthen its
digital platforms to meet
the evolving needs of its
customers. The achieve-
ment is particularly signifi-
cant in the context of Jazz's
broader objective to lead
technological advance-
ments in the telecommuni-
cations sector.

Jazz Chief Technology
Officer (CTO) Khalid She-
hzad commented on the
achievement, stating, “This
marks a transformative mo-
ment for Jazz and the
telecommunications sector
in Pakistan. The successful
testing of 1.6 Tbps per
channel technology on the
Huawei Kepler platform is a
testament to our technical
prowess. This achievement
not only enhances our net-
work capabilities but also
positions Jazz as a techno-
logical pioneer, setting new
standards for the industry.”

This technological ad-
vancement is expected to
contribute significantly to
Jazz's network capabilities,
enabling the operator to
provide enhanced and
more efficient services to its
customers. As Jazz contin-
ues to pioneer advance-
ments in the digital land-
scape, this achievement
solidifies its position as a
leader in the telecommuni-
cations industry.

LHC orders release of PTI’s Sher Afza

By our correspondent

LAHORE: In a significant de-
velopment, the Lahore High Court
(LHC) has issued an order for the
release of Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Senior Vice President
Sher Afzal Marwat, who was de-
tained under the Maintenance of
Public Order (3MPO) on Decem-

Marwat was apprehended by
the police outside the LHC prem-
ises as he was leaving the court
after attending a lawyers’ conven-
tion. Justice Shehram Sarwar
Chaudhry presided over the hear-
ing of the petition seeking Mar-

wat’s release.

In his verdict, the court in-
structed the PTI leader to submit

on social

incident of Marwat’s arrest was
shared by the former ruling party

footage of police officials drag-
ging him by the collar while
lawyers attempted to intervene.
The PTI condemned the ar-
rest, expressing concern about
the abduction of lawyers within
the LHC premises. The party ac-

media, revealing

| Marwat

of crossing the boundaries of fas-
cism and called for LHC judges to
ensure Marwat’s safe recovery. In
a statement, the PTI asserted that
such unconstitutional and illegal
tactics aim to evade elections and
impose individuals aligned with
the ‘London plan.’ The party criti-
cized the “continued silence of
the judiciary,” stating that it en-

ber 14. a surety bond for his release. The cused the caretaker government courages these unlawful actions.
SRK’s ‘Dunki’ to conclude the year
News Desk T - Rukh Khan’s much-awaited that content remains the

NEW DEHLI: As the cur-
tains draw on 2023, Bolly-
wood is celebrating a stellar
year at the box office, with a
parade of blockbusters cap-
tivating audiences and set-
ting cash registers ringing.

Theaters across India are ||

witnessing full houses, mark-
ing a triumphant return to the
cinematic experience.
Bollywood  filmmakers
unleashed a diverse array of
emotions, action-packed se-
quences, and gripping
drama onto the silver screen.
From the thunderous suc-
cess of “Tiger 3" to the
adrenaline-pumping narra-
tive of “Jawan” and the
spine-chilling suspense of

NEW DEHLI: Bollywood King Shah Rukh Khan along

with a co actor posed for a recently released movie, here

on Monday.

“Animal,” audiences em-
braced the cinematic offer-
ings with unwavering enthu-
siasm. Key highlights of the
year included the highly an-
ticipated “Pathaan,” the se-

quel to the iconic “Gadar,”
the laughter-inducing “OMG
2,” and the riveting “Salaar”
featuring Prabhas. Now,
cinephiles are gearing up for
the grand finale with Shah

“Dunki,” scheduled for re-
lease on December 21,
2023.

Shahrukh Khan’s
“Jawan” has emerged as a
chart-topper, captivating au-
diences with its compelling
storyline and stellar perform-
ances. Following closely is
Ranbir Kapoor’s intense por-
trayal in “Animal.” “Pathaan”
and “Tiger 3” have also left
an indelible mark, contribut-
ing significantly to the indus-
try’s success. However, it's
not just the big-budget ex-
travaganzas that stole the
spotlight; smaller produc-
tions like “1920,” “Mrs. Chat-
terjee vs. Norway,” and “12th
Fail” have also resonated
well with audiences, proving

king.

Reflecting on this phe-
nomenal year, the creator of
“OMG 2” expressed, “It has
been a great and historic
year for Bollywood.” Trade
expert Atul Mohan con-
curred, stating that Bolly-
wood has witnessed a fan-
tastic year at the box office,
with the much-anticipated re-
lease of “Dunki” poised to
bring this cinematic extrava-
ganza to a glorious conclu-
sion.

As the year bids adieu,
Bollywood’s triumphant run
at the box office reaffirms its
resilience and enduring ap-
peal, promising an exciting
future for the industry and its
ardent audience.
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Too many red
lines crossed

The relentless conflict in Gaza, now spanning
over two months, has given rise to a catastrophic
humanitarian crisis, despite any signs of de-escala-
tion, Israel has escalated its military campaign ag-
gressively targeting civilians rather the Hamas mili-
tants. A recent US intelligence report reveals that
nearly half of the 29,000 air-to-ground munitions
used in Gaza in the last ten weeks were “dumb
bombs”—unguided and notably imprecise, particu-
larly alarming in densely populated ghetto (Gaza),
where unguided munitions pose an elevated threat
to civilians. Satellite imagery paints a grim picture,
displaying widespread damage extending far be-
yond the port area into almost every part of Gaza
Strip. Furthermore, the deployment of ‘dumb
bombs’ by Israeli forces raises concerns over the
civilian death toll, which already appears to be
crossing 19,000, may soon reach staggering
records.

In the southern part of the enclave, massive
overcrowding coupled with a collapsed hospitals
has further exacerbated the plight of the people,
while the independent observers describe the situ-
ation as a ‘textbook formula for epidemics and a
public health disaster’, just caused due to the care-
lessness of the Israeli war tactics simply identifying
the barbarian mentality of Netanyahu and his cabi-
net. Visuals from the strip reveal a stark landscape
with scarce concrete structures, as much of the res-
idential buildings have been demolished due to
heavy bombing or remaining are bulldozed by the
Israeli forces.

Humanitarian conditions are rapidly worsening,
with the UN’s repeat cautioning that shelters are al-
ready beyond the capacity, forcing many individuals
to sleep on the streets or under the sky facing se-
vere weather condition with their innocent children.
Those who somehow made it to a shelter are lining
up for hours for the use of a single toilet. Major
cemeteries in Gaza are dangerous to reach, so
mourning families are burying their loved ones in
the informal graveyards dug in empty lots amid an
intense Israeli military operation.

Half of Gaza’s 2.3 million residents are currently
crammed around Rafah in the southeastern region
of the coastal strip, near the border with Egypt. Ini-
tially directed by Israel to relocate to the northern
half of the strip, civilians have since been ordered
to evacuate central and southern areas as Israeli
forces continue their offensive against Hamas, a
Palestinian political organization that sent hundreds
of fighters through frontier fences into Israel during
a deadly dawn raid on October 7, resulting in a vio-
lent incident that caused more than 1,200 deaths
and scores held as hostages.

The UN and numerous medical organizations,
seemingly helpless, have confirmed that a substan-
tial number of people are now experiencing severe
respiratory illnesses and diarrhea, which can be
fatal for young children, already high on Gaza’s ca-
sualty counter. Additionally, cases of scabies, hepa-
titis, and, increasingly, malnutrition have also been
reported due to shortages of food and clean water.
Almost all of Gaza’s hospitals are operating at min-
imal capacity due to shortages of medical supplies,
staff, equipment, and fuel required to power these
facilities.While this human suffering, death, and de-
struction are being televised worldwide, the United
States vetoed a UN resolution backed by almost all
other Security Council members and dozens of
other nations demanding an immediate humanitar-
ian cease-fire in Gaza. This isolated stance at the
UN is indicative of the growing divide between
Washington and some of its closest allies over Is-
rael's military actions in Gaza, especially against the
human rights violations. France and Japan were
among those supporting the call for a cease-fire,
whereas the United Kingdom abstained. As the
deadly conflict enters its third month, independent
observers characterize the US veto as a ‘tragic’
move, cautioning against further civilian deaths and
destruction.

In a rare move, Egypt and Mauritania invoked
Resolution 377A (V) to call for an emergency meet-
ing of the UN General Assembly (UNGA), while it is
not legally binding, the resolution empowers mem-
ber states to make collective recommendations—
and it did. The 193-member United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA) voted overwhelmingly in favor of
a resolution calling for a humanitarian ceasefire in
the war-torn enclave of Gaza.On the ground, noth-
ing has changed since then, but the dynamics in the
region appear to be changing at a much faster rate
as Israel faces an ongoing border exchange with
the Iran-backed Hezbollah, which has now intensi-
fied. The Lebanon-based group has deployed ex-
plosive drones and missiles to target Israeli posi-
tions, with retaliatory Israeli airstrikes hitting
numerous towns and villages in southern Lebanon.
Adding to the mix, the Houthi militia, in control of
northern Yemen and potentially backed by Tehran,
has escalated its warnings. They are now threaten-
ing to block any vessel en route to Israeli ports, ex-
panding on their earlier cautions for ships navigat-
ing through the Red and Arabian Seas.

As the conflict in Gaza broadens its contours,
many in the West, including US President Joe
Biden, appear to be speaking in ways that may in-
dicate to Israel that it is losing the support and sym-
pathy, it had gained shortly after the Hamas attack a
little more than two months ago. In his most pointed
critique of Israel since the conflict's onset, Biden
stated, “They’re starting to lose that support by in-
discriminate bombing that takes place.” During a
political fundraiser, the US president also took aim
at the Israeli cabinet, labeling it the ‘most conserva-
tive’ government in the country’s history.

However, despite the tough rhetoric, Biden’s ac-
tions seem to contradict his words, while the top
boss in Washington adopts a more assertive stance
towards Israel, he concurrently supports its war ef-
fort and is yet to take measures that could alter the
tactics of the Israeli military in ways that minimize
civilian casualties in Gaza. To grasp the situation,
the media interviewed Rashid Khalidi, a distin-
guished professor of Arab studies at Columbia Uni-
versity and the bestselling author of ‘The Hundred
Years’ War on Palestine.” Khalidi, known for his ex-
pertise in Palestinian identity and nationalism,
warned of the potential radicalization in the Arab
and Muslim worlds, as well as among immigrant
communities in the West, due to the complete align-
ment of the US with Israel’s disproportionate attacks
on civilians. With no resolution in sight.

‘Global Tech Summit’ redefines
the future of innovation

By Ali Mohtashim

s the curtain de-
scended on the an-
nual Global Tech

§ Summit in Silicon Valley,
attendees departed with
a profound sense of an-
¥ ticipation for the revolu-
tionary wave of innova-
- ¥ % tions that unfolded during
the event. The summit, a gathering of tech
moguls, startups, and thought leaders,
showcased a diverse array of cutting-edge
technologies poised to redefine the techno-
logical landscape in the coming year. Silicon
Valley, renowned as the heartbeat of tech-
nological evolution, once again solidified its
status as the global epicenter for innovation.
The summit served as a melting pot for the
exchange of groundbreaking ideas, pushing
the boundaries of what's achievable in the
tech realm.

From artificial intelligence to blockchain,
quantum computing to sustainable tech so-
lutions, the summit covered a spectrum of
technological frontiers. Expert speakers de-
livered keynote addresses, providing in-
sights into the future trajectory of the indus-
try and its potential impact on various
sectors. A pivotal moment at the summit
was the unveiling of a revolutionary Al-dri-
ven healthcare platform, promising height-
ened diagnostic accuracy and personalized
treatment plans. This breakthrough, lever-

aging machine learning and predictive ana-
lytics, signifies a paradigm shift in the
healthcare sector.

Blockchain enthusiasts were treated to a
captivating demonstration of a decentralized
finance (DeFi) ecosystem, challenging tra-
ditional banking structures. This showcase
illuminated the transformative potential of
enhanced financial inclusivity and trans-
parency, ushering in a new era in the finan-
cial domain. However, the summit went be-
yond product showcases; it served as a
catalyst for intellectual exchange. Industry
leaders engaged in thought-provoking panel
discussions and workshops, delving into
crucial topics such as ethical Al, data pri-
vacy, and the pivotal role of technology in
addressing global challenges. The collabo-
rative atmosphere fostered a sense of unity
among diverse stakeholders, paving the
way for future endeavors.

Taking center stage at the summit, a
groundbreaking Al-driven healthcare plat-
form was revealed, signaling a paradigm
shift in the medical landscape. This innova-
tion aims to elevate diagnostic accuracy and
customize personalized treatment plans
through the transformative power of ma-
chine learning and predictive analytics. Rep-
resenting a substantial leap forward, this ad-
vancement holds the promise of reshaping
and enhancing the healthcare sector, plac-
ing precision and personalization at its core.

Blockchain enthusiasts were captivated
by a mesmerizing demonstration of a de-

centralized finance (DeFi) ecosystem, a dis-
ruptive force poised to challenge traditional
banking structures. This showcase not only
illuminated the potential for enhanced finan-
cial inclusivity but also underscored the im-
portance of transparency in the financial
realm. The summit marked the dawn of a
new era in finance, where decentralized
technologies pave the way for a more ac-
cessible and transparent financial land-
scape.

A watershed moment in quantum com-
puting unfolded as the summit revealed a
groundbreaking quantum processor. This
technological marvel, promising unparal-
leled computational capabilities, stands
poised to redefine the landscape of cryptog-
raphy, optimization, and drug discovery. It
amplifies the technological arsenal available
to industries, marking a significant leap for-
ward in the realm of quantum computing.

In a concerted effort to foster a sustain-
able future, the summit directed its focus to-
wards eco-friendly tech solutions. Innova-
tions in renewable energy, smart cities, and
sustainable agriculture took center stage,
underscoring the tech industry’s unwavering
commitment to constructing a greener and
more resilient world. This deliberate empha-
sis on sustainability echoes a broader in-
dustry-wide dedication to addressing envi-
ronmental challenges and steering
technological advancements towards a
more sustainable trajectory.

Going beyond mere product showcases,

the summit evolved into a dynamic platform
for intellectual exchange. Renowned indus-
try leaders actively participated in thought-
provoking panel discussions and engaging
workshops, delving into pivotal topics en-
compassing ethical Al, data privacy, and the
indispensable role of technology in tackling
global challenges.

This collaborative atmosphere not only
facilitated meaningful dialogue but also fos-
tered a profound sense of unity among di-
verse stakeholders. The summit, therefore,
not only showcased cutting-edge products
but also laid the groundwork for future col-
laborative endeavors, positioning itself as a
pivotal hub for intellectual discourse and in-
dustry collaboration.

In a denouement marked by grace, the
Global Tech Summit concluded, leaving at-
tendees with a tangible sense of anticipa-
tion. The innovations unveiled during the
summit are poised to create ripples across
various industries and societies globally,
heralding a future where technology breaks
through conventional boundaries. Silicon
Valley, once again solidifying its status as
the epicenter of technological advancement
and innovation, remains at the forefront,
guiding the trajectory into a future charac-
terized by avant-garde solutions and collab-
orative initiatives. The curtains falling on the
summit signify not just an end but a prelude
to a new era where cutting-edge technolo-
gies are set to redefine the landscape of
possibilities.

Understanding complexities between
Pakistani & Aghan governments

By Ehtasham Anwar

he transfer of power in Au-
Tgust 2021 marked a pivotal

moment for Afghanistan, with
the current caretaker government
inheriting an array of challenges
from its predecessor, the previous
republic. This transitional period
has become a critical juncture,
shaping the dynamics between
Afghanistan and Pakistan. To com-
prehend the intricacies of the cur-
rent situation, it is imperative to
delve into the specific issues that
have been bequeathed to the care-
taker government and explore how
these challenges are influencing
the bilateral relationship between
the two nations.

In the backdrop of the two-
decade American-led invasion of
Afghanistan, a nuanced web of
complexities has woven itself into
the fabric of relations between
Afghanistan and its neighboring
countries. Over the years, there
has been a prevailing apprehen-
sion, nurtured in the course of for-
eign interference, particularly dur-
ing the recent decades of conflict.
The transition to the caretaker gov-
ernment in August 2021 brought
with it a plethora of challenges in-
herited from the preceding repub-
lic. Optimism surrounded the ex-
pectation that the change in
leadership with the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan (IEA) taking control
would usher in improved relations
between Afghanistan and Pak-
istan. Initial diplomatic engage-
ments, especially during the IEA-
mediated talks between the
Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP)
and Pakistan, hinted at collabora-
tive efforts. However, these aspira-
tions were dashed when the peace
talks faced a dramatic setback,
leading to Pakistan’s declaration of
discontinuing dialogue with the
TTP.

As the impasse unfolded, the
frequency of attacks in Pakistan in-
creased, amplifying pressure on
the Afghan government. The nar-
rative from Pakistani officials em-

phasized the alleged use of
Afghanistan’s territory against Pak-
istan. This friction escalated with
the interim government of Pak-
istan’s unprecedented decision to
expel millions of Afghan refugees,
further straining the atmosphere
between the two nations.

In the diplomatic arena, talks
between Pakistani officials and the
TTP were progressing positively in
Kabul. Sources indicate that signif-
icant headway had been made,
with “90 percent of the issues
agreed upon.” However, a shift in
Pakistan’s military leadership, with
General Asim Munir assuming
command, steered a change in ap-
proach, opting for military action
over dialogue. The subsequent
cancellation of talks led to an up-
swing in the frequency of hostili-
ties.

Compounding the situation,
Pakistani authorities urged the
Afghan government to take deci-
sive action against the TTP, includ-
ing arrest, imprisonment, and ex-
tradition to Pakistan. Afghanistan’s
reluctance stemmed from the com-
plex dynamics, as the TTP had
played a role against NATO and
the United States, aligning with
Afghan values. The multifaceted
challenges faced by the Afghan
government in navigating these
complexities were evident when
the Pakistani request to relocate
tribal refugee settlements was ac-
cepted. Simultaneously,
Afghanistan advocated for a nego-
tiated peace with the TTP, ac-
knowledging the potential reper-
cussions of escalating hostilities.

While the tensions persist,
there remains a recognition within
Afghanistan that sustained dia-
logue and understanding are piv-
otal in resolving the current im-
passe. The nuanced perspective
emphasizes the need to differenti-
ate between specific actions and
decisions of certain circles within
Pakistan and the broader Pakistani
populace. The hope for strategic
patience and engagement under-
scores Afghanistan’s desire for

constructive relations, fostering
stability and cooperation in the re-
gion. In the intricate landscape of
regional dynamics, Afghanistan
grapples with the challenge of bal-
ancing security considerations
while fostering cooperative rela-
tionships with neighboring nations.
The current Afghan government,
as a nascent administration, is
cautious about provoking hostility
with the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP) and potentially opening an-
other front of conflict.

A key concern for Afghanistan
is the potential transformation of
the TTP into the Islamic State of
Khorasan Province (ISKP-Daesh).
The overlap of members between
these groups adds a layer of com-
plexity and poses a significant
threat to Afghan stability. A high-
ranking official from the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Afghanistan em-
phasized the country’s commit-
ment to assisting Pakistan in its se-
curity endeavors. However, there
is a reluctance to undertake ac-
tions that could jeopardize
Afghanistan’s security and broader
interests. Criticism was directed at
what was perceived as misguided
policies under General Asim
Munir’s leadership. The nuanced
approach of the Afghan govern-
ment suggests a hesitancy to com-
ply with Pakistan’s desire for mili-
tary action against the TTP. While
Afghanistan may not align with
TTP actions in Pakistan, there is a
recognition of the delicate situation
posed by the group’s activities.

Addressing one of Pakistan’s
requests, the Afghan government
cooperated by relocating tribal
refugees from areas near the Du-
rand Line, stemming from past mil-
itary operations in Pakistan’s tribal
regions. This move was made with
an understanding that negotiation
and peace with the TTP should be
the ultimate solution. Kabul com-
municated the ease and cost-ef-
fectiveness of pursuing peace at
the present moment. However, a
warning was issued, indicating that
if hostilities between Pakistan and

the TTP escalate, reaching a
peaceful resolution may become
more challenging and expensive.
It's crucial to note the divergence in
information provided by Pakistani
authorities to their public regarding
the TTP’s main demands. The
Afghan perspective underscores
the need for transparency and ac-
curate information dissemination,
drawing parallels with past misin-
formation, such as the claim of
‘India having 12 consulates in
Afghanistan” during the previous
two decades.

The negotiations in Kabul re-
vealed a nuanced stance from the
TTP, demonstrating flexibility by
conceding some demands during
talks. This positions Afghanistan in
a delicate scenario, carefully navi-
gating its relationship with Pakistan
while managing internal and exter-
nal expectations. The multifaceted
nature of the regional dynamics
necessitates a comprehensive un-
derstanding of ground realities for
sustained peace and stability. In
the complex realm of Afghanistan-
Pakistan relations, challenges per-
sist, calling for nuanced diplomatic
efforts and a shared commitment
to dialogue. Recent discussions in-
volving the Tehrik-i-Taliban Pak-
istan (TTP) have brought forth de-
mands aimed at resolving key
issues, presenting an opportunity
for constructive engagement.

The TTP’s primary requests re-
volve around compensating tribal
areas for the damages incurred
during past conflicts, securing the
release of prisoners, withdrawing
the Pakistani army from tribal re-
gions, and reinstating tribal laws.
Positioned as demands conducive
to a peaceful resolution, these
propositions advocate for an alter-
native to prolonged conflict. The
onus lies not only on governments
but also on political and religious
entities and the people of Pakistan
to scrutinize and form their per-
spectives on these matters. A
peaceful and negotiated settlement
not only stands as a viable path for
Pakistan but also offers relief to the

Afghan government, sparing it
from the challenges posed by a po-
tential military confrontation. Rec-
ognizing the intricacies involved,
the Afghan government appears
disinclined to pursue a military
course against the TTP. Instead,
there is an opportunity for Pakistan
to collaborate with Afghanistan in
exploring alternative solutions to
address the underlying issues.

While some factions within Pak-
istan may contemplate military in-
tervention within Afghanistan’s bor-
ders, such a move could escalate
tensions, prompting reciprocal ac-
tions from the Afghan government.
Despite the complexities involved,
the Afghan government maintains
its reluctance toward conflict with
Pakistan, emphasizing a preference
for diplomatic resolutions. A senior
official from the Afghan government
conveyed a sense of optimism, as-
serting that the current challenges
are not insurmountable and ex-
pressing hope for a positive shift in
the situation. Acknowledging that
certain actions, including the forced
expulsion of Afghan refugees, are
attributed to specific circles within
Pakistan, the official urged patience
and a strategic approach to navi-
gate these intricacies.

Examining the sentiments
among the Pakistani populace and
politicians regarding the expulsion
of Afghan refugees reveals a nu-
anced understanding. It becomes
evident that the existing tensions
between Afghanistan and Pakistan
are outcomes of decisions made
by specific circles within Pakistan.
The call for discussions and en-
gagement based on reasonable
demands and ground realities
emerges as a prudent approach,
contrasting with the counterpro-
ductive exchange of harsh words
and accusatory statements in the
media. In fostering an environment
of cooperation, understanding, and
diplomacy, both nations can chart
a course toward resolving long-
standing issues and building a
foundation for stable and amicable
relations.

rael amid criticism of alleged abuses against Palestini-

President Biden is not the only US leader to support Is-
ans, and he likely won't be the last. Aimost half a cen-

tury ago, Richard Nixon, the 37th President, authorised a

Biden is no exception

viously, there are many people in the administration who un-
derstand that and they are trying to appeal to President Biden
to change his policy, but he seems quite set in his worldview of

Israel, which seems to have been determined by the movie

crucial arms airlift during the 1973 Yom Kippur War, also
known as the October War, the Ramadan War, or the 1973
Arab-Israeli War — a conflict with various names.

Despite being unselfconsciously anti-Semitic, Nixon ended
up being loved in Israel for his support during the Yom Kippur
War, roughly a year before his presidency was cut short by the
infamous Watergate scandal. Many years later, as an elderly
statesman and self-declared foreign policy guru, Nixon wrote in
his book ‘In the Arena: A Memoir of Victory, Defeat, and Re-
newal,” almost prophetically: “No president can ever abandon
Israel.” Across 46 presidencies and counting, none has devi-
ated from this stance except Jimmy Carter, who in 2006, au-
thored ‘Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid,” becoming the first for-
mer president to openly critique Israel’'s policies. But Carter
was always an outlier, experts believe, and that’s unsurprising.

In the book, Carter voiced concerns about the construction
of settlements in the West Bank and Gaza Strip, arguing that
these actions impede the prospects for a two-state solution.
The title itself stirred controversy as Carter drew a parallel be-
tween the situation in Israel and the occupied territories and
the apartheid system that once existed in South Africa. This
comparison sparked both criticism and debate.

Ronald Reagan, Carter’s successor, while pro-Israel, still
managed to end a conflict between Israel and Lebanon. Ac-
cording to experts, that was done over a phone call to then
prime minister Menachem Begin. In 1983, a year after the con-
flict, Reagan told the public his administration halted the sale of
F-16 jets until Israel withdrew from Lebanon. Experts believe
that all presidents, including Biden, have leverage over Israel
in various ways, especially as Israel relies on US weapons to
combat Hamas.

Fast forward to Biden’s predecessor, Donald Trump; he re-
located the US Embassy to Jerusalem, officially recognising it
as Israel's capital. This controversial step marked a departure
from decades of official US policy. The opening in 2018 oc-
curred during a particularly tumultuous time for the region, just
before what Palestinians refer to as Nakba Day.

When questioned about the current administration’s poli-
cies toward the region, especially related to the conflict in
Gaza, Dr Barnett R. Rubin, former director of studies and sen-
ior fellow at the Center on International Cooperation (CIC) of
New York University, remarked, “This isn't a policy of the Biden
administration; it's a personal policy of President Joe Biden.
And we can see that in the growing protests against the policy
by members of his own administration, there have been letters
written by people in the State Department and the White
House. There was a demonstration by White House staffers
in front of the White House.”

Dr Rubin explained that the policy strongly mirrors Presi-
dent Biden'’s personal views, with his views on Israel and
Palestinians closely aligning with those of most Americans.
These views, he said, were shaped by early experiences dur-
ing a time when the country was governed by more left-wing
leadership before the occupation of the territories in 1967.
“President Biden still seems to perceive Israel as a plucky na-
tion surrounded by hostile enemies dedicated to its destruc-
tion,” he added. According to Dr Rubin, Biden appears to lack
an understanding of why the United States is increasingly iso-
lated globally for tolerating or even supporting what many con-
sider a tremendously disproportionate, some say genocidal,
response by Israel.

Commenting on the public sentiment regarding the conflict,
which seems to be unfavorable, Dr Rubin stated, “The US is
being seen negatively. It appears not just as a supporter but
as an ally and co-conspirator with Israel in carrying this out.”

“But I'm uncertain if Biden has the resolve to take a position
against Israel,” he mentioned during a phone interview from
the South of France, where he is currently located. When
questioned about the potential for increased radicalisation, par-
ticularly in the Muslim world, due to the atrocities committed by
Israel and subsequently broadcasted on social media plat-
forms, Dr Rubin responded, “I believe we certainly can expect
an increase in radicalisation.”

“| see no sign that President Biden understands that. Ob-

Exodus,” explained Dr Rubin.

As the conflict in Gaza enters its third month, an increasing
number of experts are debating the day after strategy. Com-
menting on the post-war scenario Dr Rubin said: “The United
States says the day after we have to be on the road to a two
state solution. The Israeli government staunchly opposes any
notion of a two-state solution. So, the question arises: will the
United States take any action on this matter? Historically, it has
not. The two policies have been in opposition for decades, but
the United States has taken minimal action to address it.”

Drawing a comparison between the era when Reagan suc-
cessfully halted the bombing of Lebanon in 1982 and Biden’s
efforts to cease the ongoing Gaza conflict, Dr Rubin empha-
sised that the former was a war of choice. In contrast, the cur-
rent Israeli assault is framed as a response to the worst atroc-
ity committed against Jews since World War Two. “There is
genuine fury and determination to respond as forcefully as
possible. This is what they call a war of no choice rather than
a war of choice,” he explained.

When asked about any advice for the president, Dr Rubin,
a prominent expert on Afghanistan and South Asia and the au-
thor of eight books, was unequivocal about a potential strat-
egy for Biden to halt the ongoing conflict. He stated, “l would
say you have to cut off the supply of weapons to Israel. If we
continue to arm them for certain actions, we can't prevent them
from carrying them out. And | would urge Israel to release Mar-
wan Barghouti from prison.”.

Explaining further, he noted that Barghouti, often referred
to as ‘Palestine’s Nelson Mandela,” could play a crucial role in
implementing an agreement. Over the years, the former leader
of Tanzim, a militant faction of Fatah, has positioned himself
as the sole individual capable of uniting rival Palestinian polit-
ical groups. Despite spending two decades in Israeli custody,
he retains a reputation for integrity and heroism in the eyes of
Palestinians and at one point had a fairly serious chance of
winning over Mahmud Abbas, the current President of Pales-
tinian Authority.
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Earthquake jolts Islamabad
& AJK, spreads fear

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: A magni-
tude 5.8 earthquake struck
Islamabad and its surround-
ing areas, including parts of

Azad Jammu and Kashmir |

(AJK), causing panic among
residents on Monday. The

seismic event occurred at |

3.19 pm local time, with the
epicenter located in the

Doda district of the Indian Il- &

legally Occupied Jammu

and Kashmir (II0JK), at a (@

depth of 140 kilometers.

The tremors were felt be- [#

yond the federal capital,
reaching Islamabad’s sub-

urbs and affecting regions in EESR

Azad Jammu and Kashmir.
While the earthquake in-
stilled fear and anxiety, there
have been no immediate re-
ports of casualties or dam-
ages. Authorities are actively
monitoring the situation and
advising residents to remain
vigilant. Reports indicate that
the impact extended to other
areas, including Samahni
and Bhimbhar in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir and
Peshawar. The widespread
reach of the earthquake un-
derscores the seismic activ-
ity prevalent in the region
due to the convergence of
the Indian and Eurasian tec-
tonic plates.

Zainab Tariq, a 27-year-
old student in Islamabad,

shared her experience, say-
ing, “l was sitting in my room
when the building suddenly
started shaking. | ran down-
stairs but couldn’t see any-
one else outside, so |
thought it was not felt by
many people.” Given Pak-
istan’s geographical location
and its position on tectonic
plate boundaries, earth-
quakes are not uncommon
in the country. The incident
emphasizes the importance
of disaster preparedness
and mitigation measures,

highlighting the ongoing
need for efforts to enhance
resilience and response
mechanisms.

Given Pakistan’s geo-
graphical location and its po-
sition on tectonic plate
boundaries, earthquakes are
not uncommon in the coun-
try. The incident emphasizes
the importance of disaster
preparedness and mitigation
measures, highlighting the
ongoing need for efforts to
enhance resilience and re-
sponse mechanisms. The

earthquake triggered painful
memories of a catastrophic
quake that struck the region
years ago, claiming the lives
of an estimated 75,000 peo-
ple. Shaheen School, a
multi-storey building, be-
came a symbol of tragedy as
parents gathered in search
of their children. The recent
seismic activity rekindles the
trauma and loss experienced
by the community, serving as
a stark reminder of the vul-
nerabilities faced in earth-
quake-prone regions.

News about
Dawood
Ibrahim’s
poisoning fake

By our correspondent

KARACH]I: In another
instance of misinforma-
tion, Indian media’s sen-
sational claims regarding
the alleged poisoning of
underworld figure Dawood
Ibrahim in Karachi have
been debunked, exposing
the lack of authenticity in
their reporting.

As customary, Indian
media outlets, accompa-
nied by India-based social
media users, inundated
various platforms, includ-
ing X and others, with
news of Dawood Ibrahim’s

‘death’ in Karachi. The
narrative propagated that
he had been rushed to the
hospital after being poi-
soned. Screenshots, pur-
portedly from the account
of Pakistan’s caretaker
Prime Minister Anwar ul
Haq Kakar, were circu-
lated, claiming Dawood’s
demise. However, the
media revealed that the
screenshot was not from
Kakar’s account, render-
ing the news fake.

The sensational hype
employed by Indian
media, without attributing
a single authentic or cred-
ible source, raised eye-
brows. After the media in-
vestigation, it is reported
that any confirmation re-
garding Dawood Ibrahim’s
health or alleged incident
could not be verified. This
incident underscores the
typical approach of certain
Indian media outlets, uti-
lizing sensationalism with-
out proper verification.
The lack of adherence to
journalistic standards was
evident as the news
lacked credibility and au-
thenticity.

In an era where fact-
checking is paramount, In-
dian media’s reliance on
decades-old propaganda
has been exposed once
again.

As new media plat-
forms prioritize accuracy
and accountability, in-
stances like these con-
tribute to a growing skep-
ticism surrounding the
credibility of certain sec-
tions of the Indian media.
This exposure serves as a
reminder of the impor-
tance of responsible jour-
nalism and fact-based re-
porting in the
contemporary media land-
scape.

US continues to lead as top
export destination; UAE-Dubai
claims fourth spot

By our correspondent

KARACHI: In the ever-
evolving landscape of Pak-
istan’s international trade,
the United States has main-
tained its stronghold as the
nation’s primary export des-
tination in November FY24,
as revealed by data released
by the State Bank of Pak-
istan. Despite a 7.89% year-
on-year decrease, Pak-
istan’s exports to the United
States reached $435.14 mil-
lion, emphasizing the re-
silience of economic ties be-
tween the two nations.

China secured the sec-
ond-largest position, experi-
encing a significant 36.3%
year-on-year increase. The
export figures rose from
$199.06 million in the same
period last year to $271.32
million, underscoring the
strengthening trade bonds
between Pakistan and
China.

The United Kingdom re-

tained its status as the third-
largest export market, con-
tributing $172.94 million in
export revenue. This re-
flected a positive growth of
7.15% compared to the pre-
vious year, highlighting the
steadfastness of trade rela-
tions between Pakistan and
the UK.

In a noteworthy develop-
ment, U.A.E. Dubai claimed
the fourth spot as a major
export destination, experi-
encing a substantial in-
crease of 24.23% year-on-
year. Pakistani exports to the
region reached $134.02 mil-
lion, showcasing the growing
economic engagement be-
tween the two nations.

Despite a 10.29% year-
on-year drop in exports to
Germany, amounting to
$125.11 million, exports to
Spain saw a positive uptick
of 3.32% year-on-year,
reaching $122.27 million.
The Netherlands, however,
witnessed a decline of

6.17% year-on-year, with ex-
port receipts standing at
$111.93 million.

Analyzing  month-on-
month fluctuations, Novem-
ber saw a 10.31% decrease
in total exports to the U.S.A,,
mirroring a similar trend in
exports to China, which
dropped by 14.91% month-
on-month. Conversely, ex-
ports to the U.K. experi-
enced a modest increase of
1.35% month-on-month.

Cumulatively, in the first
five months of FY24, the
United States maintained its
position as the leading
source of export receipts for
Pakistan, contributing a sub-
stantial $2.3 billion. China
closely followed, with a re-
markable 39.44% increase
in exports, totaling $1.22 bil-
lion. The United Kingdom
ranked third, contributing ex-
ports valued at $862.4 mil-
lion, showcasing the dy-
namic nature of Pakistan’s
international trade relations.

Police thwart attack
on DI Khan check-post

By our correspondent

DERAISMAIL KHAN: In a

tion, police successfully thwarted a terrorist
attack on the Chowanda police check-post
in Dera Ismail Khan (DI Khan) district, Khy-
ber Pakhtunkhwa, on Sunday night. The ter-
rorists, armed and targeting the check-post,
opened fire but were compelled to flee as
the police retaliated. The incident, occurring
at 9:00 pm, could have resulted in a tragedy
had it not been for the timely and effective
response of law enforcement. Police officials
confirmed that no lives were lost due to the
terrorists’ firing, attributing the successful de-
fense to the swift and strategic actions of the
police force. Following the foiled attack, a
comprehensive search operation has been
launched in the area to track down and ap-

prehend the fleeing terrorists.

Surveillance camera footage obtained by
Geo News captured the intensity of the inci-
dent at the Chowanda check-post. In the
video, ten terrorists are seen fleeing the
scene as police retaliate, showcasing the ef-

fectiveness of the response in

tential disaster. This recent attack comes on
the heels of a series of terrorist incidents in

daring opera-

DI Khan, where at least 25 soldiers lost their
lives in various attacks, including a suicide
bombing, on December 11-12. The Inter-
Services Public Relations (ISPR) reported
that heightened terror activities were wit-
nessed in the region, with a total of 27 ter-
rorists neutralized in different operations.
The outgoing year has seen a concern-
ing surge in terror-related incidents, particu-
larly in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. Statistics re-
veal that 470 individuals, including security
personnel and civilians, lost their lives in
1,050 terror-related incidents in the province
alone. Various areas along the Pak-Afghan
border in KP, such as Peshawar, Khyber,
North Waziristan, South Waziristan, Dera Is-
mail Khan, Bajaur, and Tank, have been

identified as “terrorism hotspots.” The efforts

averting a po- terrorism.

to combat terrorism and ensure public
safety continue to be a top priority, with law
enforcement agencies actively engaged in
preventive and responsive measures to
safeguard communities from the threat of

US President
Biden unharmed
as car collides
with convoy

News Desk

WILMINGTON:  Presi-
dent Joe Biden and First
Lady Jill Biden emerged un-
harmed after a car collided
with a motorcade SUV that
was part of the president’s
security detail on Sunday
night. The incident occurred
shortly after the Bidens left
his campaign headquarters
in downtown Wilmington.

According to a Reuters
witness, the collision took
place at around 8:07 p.m.
(0107 GMT) as the Bidens
were leaving the Biden-Har-
ris 2024 headquarters. The
White House press pool re-
port stated that the president
and the first lady had a meal
with members of his re-elec-
tion team before the inci-
dent. Moments after Biden
responded to a reporter’s
question, a silver sedan with
Delaware license plates col-
lided with a motorcade SUV
at an intersection near the
campaign headquarters. Tel-
evision footage showed se-
cret service agents escorting
Biden to his car after the im-
pact.

Despite the collision,
President Biden and First
Lady Jill Biden were re-
ported as safe. The silver
sedan, which sustained
damage to its bumper, was
swiftly surrounded by secu-
rity officers. Agents secured
the area and drew weapons
on the driver, who raised his
hands in compliance. The in-
cident highlights the chal-
lenges and risks associated
with the security measures
surrounding the president’s
movements. Investigations
into the circumstances of the
collision are expected, as
the Secret Service assesses
the security protocols during
the incident.

Balochistan CS vows
full support to ECP
for upcoming polls

QUETTA: Balochistan
Chief Secretary Shakeel
Qadir affirmed unwavering
support for the Election
Commission of Pakistan
(ECP) for the upcoming
General Elections 2024 dur-
ing a meeting with the
provincial election commis-
sioner in Quetta on Monday.

Qadir assured the ECP
of comprehensive assis-
tance to ensure the trans-
parent and efficient conduct
of the general elections
scheduled for February 8.
Speaking on the prepara-
tions, he stated, “The
arrangements have been
completed to hold the gen-
eral elections on February
8.” He further emphasized
that security and transport
plans are actively in
progress, aiming to facilitate
a peaceful and orderly elec-
toral process. The commit-
ment from the chief secre-
tary  underscores the
collective efforts to uphold
the integrity of the demo-
cratic process in Balochis-
tan.

Earlier, ECP Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner Sikandar
Sultan Raja had assured a
level playing field for all polit-
ical parties, including the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI), in the upcoming elec-
tions. Addressing specula-
tions, Raja clarified, “I had
never said the elections
would be delayed in the
country. We have prepared
the election schedule.”

Raja also shed light on a
significant meeting with the
Chief Justice of Pakistan
(CJP), stating, “Today | had
a great meeting with the
CJP.” The details of the
meeting were not disclosed,
but it suggests high-level
discussions and collabora-
tion between key institutions
to ensure the smooth con-
duct of the electoral process.

PHC reserves verdict on
PTD’s plea for judicial
oversight in polls

By our correspondent

PESHAWAR: The Pe-
shawar High Court (PHC)
has raised questions about
the status of the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI) peti-
tion seeking the involvement
of the judiciary in overseeing
the upcoming general elec-
tions, following the recent
Supreme Court order. A two-
member PHC bench, led by
Chief Justice Muhammad
Ibrahim, heard the case, and
later reserved its verdict after
considering arguments from
all parties.

The Supreme Court, in a
recent development, over-
turned a Lahore High Court
verdict related to the ap-
pointment of Returning Offi-
cers (ROs) and District Re-
turning Officers (DROs),
directing the Election Com-
missioner to announce the
election schedule. The
PHC's Chief Justice Muham-
mad Ibrahim, along with Jus-
tice Shakeel Ahmed, sought
clarification on the PTI's pe-
tition in light of this decision.

During the proceedings,
Chief Justice lbrahim in-
quired about the value of the
PTI's petition, suggesting
that it only challenged a dec-
laration of the election com-

mission. Using a poetic
verse, he pondered, “Jab
Dard Mein Dil Ho To Dawa
Keejay, Jab Dil Hi Na Ho To
Kya Keejay?” Justice Sha-
keel Ahmed questioned the
PTI's lawyer regarding the
petition’s significance follow-
ing the Supreme Court’s ver-
dict.

Addressing the PTI
lawyer, the court inquired
whether the party was seek-
ing a change in DROs. The
court then sought the advo-
cate general’s opinion on the
admissibility of the petition
after the Supreme Court’s
decision, emphasizing the
election commission’s juris-
diction to decide who con-
ducts the elections.

The court expressed con-
cerns about a potential splitin
supervision between the judi-
ciary and bureaucracy, high-
lighting that the election com-
mission holds the authority to
determine election conduct.
The PTI lawyer argued that
with over 700 petitions under
Section 3 MPO before the
PHC, transparency in elec-
tions was crucial.

Chief Justice Ibrahim
questioned the Election
Commission’s trust in the ju-
diciary, referring to a letter in
which the PHC suggested

contacting the National Judi-
cial Policy Committee.

The court raised con-
cerns about high courts’ re-
luctance to provide judges
for elections, with the
Balochistan High Court ex-
pressing willingness but later
excusing itself. Expressing
confidence in the election
commission, Chief Justice
Ibrahim emphasized the
court’s duty to ensure fair
and transparent elections.

The Election Commis-
sion’s lawyer assured the
court of the provincial elec-
tion commissioner’s readi-
ness to submit an affidavit on
transparent elections. The
court concluded by stating
that elections would proceed
as planned, echoing the
Supreme Court’s stance.

The PHC questioned the
admissibility of the applica-
tion after the Supreme
Court’s decision and empha-
sized the national impor-
tance of holding general
elections. The court sought
clarity on whether changes
in ROs and DROs were pos-
sible after the election
schedule’s issuance, with
the lawyer noting that even
the election commission
could not make changes
post-schedule.

Rupee continues to
muscle up agamst USD

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The Pakistani
Rupee demonstrated further
resilience on the first day of
the business week, record-
ing another substantial gain
against the US Dollar in the
interbank market. The Dollar
depreciated by 26 paisas,
settling at Rs283. This ongo-
ing trend highlights a consis-
tent devaluation of the US
Dollar against the Pakistani
Rupee. Over the past week
alone, the local currency ap-
preciated by 61 paisas, cul-
minating in a settlement at
Rs283.26 against the US
Dollar in the interbank mar-
ket.

Closing the business
week on Friday, the Dollar
experienced a drop of 36
paisas in the interbank mar-
ket, settling at Rs283.15.
This marks the fifth consec-
utive week of the Rupee
gaining strength against the
Dollar, a trend attributed to
the recent staff-level agree-
ment between Pakistan and
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF). The positive
momentum extended to the
stock market, where the
KSE-100 Index witnessed a

bullish trend. Opening at
65,812 points, the index rose
by an impressive 362 points,
reflecting investor confi-
dence.

In addition to the cur-
rency gains, the State Bank
of Pakistan reported a no-
table boost in domestic for-
eign exchange reserves. On
December 8, reserves

surged by $90.93 million,
a total of $12.20 bil-

reaching

lion. Notably, the State
Bank’s reserves also in-
creased by $20.06 million,
totaling $7.4 billion. The pos-
itive shift in the exchange
rate and the surge in foreign
exchange reserves con-
tribute to a favorable eco-
nomic environment for Pak-
istan, fostering optimism and
stability in the financial mar-
kets.

The consistent apprecia-
tion of the Rupee is seen as
a positive indicator of eco-
nomic resilience and prudent
fiscal policies.

NADRA blocks NICs of 18
PTI leaders in May 9 cases

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Na-
tional Database and Regis-
tration Authority (NADRA)
has taken strict action by
blocking the national identity
cards (NICs) of 18 Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) lead-
ers who were declared pro-
claimed offenders in the May
9 cases.

The list of blocked ID
cards includes prominent fig-
ures such as Murad Saeed,
Azam Swati, Hammad
Azhar, Aslam Igbal, Karamat
Khokhar, Ali Amin Gandapur,
Wasiqg Qayyum Abbasi,
Musarrat Jamshed Cheema,
Jamshed Cheema, and oth-
ers. According to Nadra offi-
cials, the process of blocking
the identity cards was initi-
ated at the request of the po-
lice. Police officials empha-

sized that the suspects can-
not avail legal rights without
appearing in the anti-terror-
ism court.

The national identity
cards of the proclaimed of-
fenders will remain blocked
pending further investigation,
stated Nadra officials. This
action will result in the depri-
vation of all facilities associ-
ated with an ID card for the
individuals involved, as per
police officials.

The move by NADRA un-
derscores the ongoing ef-
forts to address legal impli-
cations related to the May 9
cases involving the afore-
mentioned PTI leaders. The
blocked ID cards reflect a
step toward ensuring ac-
countability and legal pro-
ceedings for individuals de-
clared proclaimed offenders
in these cases.

Groom
succumbs to
heart attack on
wedding stage

News Desk

SIALKOT: A joyous
wedding ceremony in
Sialkot's Daska Tehsil took
a tragic turn as the groom
unexpectedly passed away
on the stage before con-
summation of the event.
The family, initially cele-
brating the occasion, was
plunged into mourning as
the groom collapsed during
the ceremony.

The incident, captured
in a video, shows the
groom seated on a sofa
surrounded by family mem-
bers. Suddenly, he col-
lapses forward, prompting
immediate panic among
those present. Family
members rushed to his aid,
lifting him and checking his
pulse, but sadly, their ef-
forts couldn’t save him. Ac-
cording to the family mem-
bers, the groom’s untimely
demise was attributed to a
heart attack.

Meanwhile, the video
circulating on social media
depicts the shock and dis-
tress that ensued during
what was supposed to be a
day of celebration. Local
authorities, including the
police, were informed
about the incident. How-
ever, it was reported that
the groom’s family declined
any investigation into the
sudden death, citing the
heart attack as the cause.
This tragic incident brings
to light the unpredictability
of life’s events, turning mo-
ments of joy into unex-
pected sorrow.

Such occurrences serve
as a stark reminder of the
fragile nature of human ex-
istence, leaving the family
and friends of the groom in
deep sorrow.

This incident echoes a
similar unfortunate situa-
tion from last year when a
groom in Multan faced de-
ception as his bride ab-
sconded with the money.
Identified as Makhdoom
Rasheed, the groom ar-
rived for the wedding only
to discover the bride and
her family had disap-
peared, leaving him in a
state of shock and financial
loss.

Israeli forces hits hospital, casualties reported across Gaza

News Desk

GAZA/JERUSALEM: In a se-
ries of deadly attacks, Israeli
forces launched airstrikes up
and down the Gaza Strip on
Sunday, targeting various loca-
tions, including a refugee camp
in the north and a hospital in the
south, resulting in numerous ca-
sualties, according to Palestin-
ian officials, media reports, and
eyewitnesses.

The Jabalia refugee camp in

northern Gaza witnessed se-
vere devastation as Israeli
strikes claimed the lives of 90
Palestinians on Sunday, as re-
ported by Gaza’s health ministry
spokesman to the media. An-
other missile attack targeted a
house belonging to the Shehab
family, resulting in the death of
24 people, as stated by Hamas
Agsa radio. Among the casual-
ties was the son of Dawoud
Shehab according to an official
from the group.

In central Gaza’s Deir al-
Balah, medics reported 12
Palestinians killed and dozens
wounded, while a house in
Rafah in the south was struck
by an Israeli airstrike, resulting
in at least four deaths. Resi-
dents rushed to the damaged
building to rescue those trapped
under the rubble, describing the
sound of the explosion as “as
powerful as an earthquake.”

In Khan Younis, southern
Gaza, the residents reported Is-

raeli forces bombing and
shelling. The Israeli military
claimed to have killed seven
people in an air strike on Khan
Younis, revealing the discovery
of rocket manufacturing parts
and three tunnel shafts near a
school used as a shelter. Tragi-
cally, the Nasser Hospital in
Khan Younis was hit by an Is-
raeli tank shell, resulting in the
death of a 13-year-old girl
named Dina Abu Mehsen, ac-
cording to Gaza health ministry

spokesman Ashraf Al-Qidra.
Abu Mehsen had previously lost
family members and one of her
legs during an earlier shelling in
the Al-Amal neighborhood.

The recent escalation adds
to the already high toll of casu-
alties, with approximately
19,000 Palestinians reported
killed since October 7. Israeli of-
ficials state that 121 soldiers
have been killed since the
ground campaign began on Oc-
tober 27, involving tanks and in-

fantry pushing into Gaza'’s cities
and refugee camps. Hopes for a
ceasefire and hostage releases
were raised on Saturday follow-
ing reports of communication
between Israel’s spy chief and
the prime minister of Qatar, a
mediator in previous releases in
exchange for ceasefires and the
liberation of Palestinian prison-
ers. The situation remains
tense, with ongoing military ac-
tions and a challenging humani-
tarian crisis.
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