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By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has cat-
egorically dismissed India’s
accusations implicating Pak-
istan in the deadly Pahalgam
incident, calling the claims
baseless and devoid of evi-
dence. Addressing the esca-
lating tensions during a meet-
ing with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi,
Sharif reiterated Pakistan’s
desire to strengthen regional
cooperation, particularly with
Iran, and highlighted Kashmir
as the real flashpoint under-
mining South Asian peace.

The Pahalgam attack,
which occurred on April 22 in
Indian-administered Kashmir,
claimed the lives of 26
tourists. In its aftermath, India
hastily blamed Pakistan, sus-
pended the Indus Waters
Treaty, and ordered Pakistani
nationals to leave Indian terri-
tory. In a reciprocal move,

Pakistan shut down its air-
space to Indian aircraft and
demanded an international
probe into the incident—an
appeal that remains unan-
swered by New Delhi.

Prime Minister Sharif
voiced deep concern over
what he termed India’s
provocative actions, notably
the weaponisation of water,
calling it an unacceptable

breach of regional and hu-
manitarian norms. He also ex-
pressed solidarity with the
people of Iran in light of the re-
cent tragic explosion in Ban-
dar Abbas and extended con-
dolences to Iranian leaders,
including Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and
President Masoud
Pezeshkian.

As international scrutiny of

India’s narrative grows, coun-
tries such as China, Turkey,
and Switzerland have thrown
their weight behind Pakistan’s
call for a transparent investi-
gation. Turkey, following
China’s stance, expressed
solidarity with Islamabad,
while Switzerland has offered
assistance in probing the at-
tack.

India’s diplomatic standing
has come under strain, with
Russia’s Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov urging both nu-
clear-armed neighbours to re-
solve their issues through dia-
logue. Similarly, the United
States and European Union
have advised restraint and
called for direct engagement
between the two countries.

Defence analysts suggest
that the tide of international
opinion—urging de-escalation
and negotiations—signals
growing discomfort with
India’s unilateral actions and
narrative.

Sharif, Araghchi meet as Pakistan
rejects Indian allegations

Prime Minister Sharif expressed deep concern over India’s provocative
actions, particularly the weaponisation of water, condemning it as an

unacceptable breach of regional and humanitarian norms
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NEW YORK: Nobel
Peace Prize laureate Malala
Yousafzai has once again
turned the world’s attention
to Gaza, issuing a heartfelt
plea for urgent humanitarian
aid and a permanent cease-
fire as the crisis deepens in
the besieged Palestinian en-
clave. In a message that res-
onated across social media,
the Pakistani education ac-
tivist voiced anguish over the
worsening plight of children
caught in the crossfire of Is-
rael’s military operations.

Sharing a striking image
from The New York Times
on her Instagram story,
Malala described the condi-
tion of Palestinian children
as “heartbreaking.” The ac-
companying message was
clear and deeply personal:
“The situation for children in
Gaza is horrifying. They are
facing extreme hunger and
death. I am praying for their
safety and future. I appeal
for urgent aid, relief, and a
lasting ceasefire.”

Her call comes at a mo-

ment of growing alarm. Israel
has tightened its siege on
Gaza, choking off access to
food, clean water, and med-
ical supplies. Aid convoys
have slowed to a trickle.
Health facilities, already
overwhelmed and under-re-
sourced, are collapsing. Ac-
cording to international re-
ports, including those from
the United Nations and
human rights organizations,
famine is no longer a distant
risk—it is imminent. Thou-
sands of children are now
severely malnourished, with
the absence of medical care
leading to preventable
deaths that could have been
avoided with even the most

basic assistance.
Malala’s voice joins a

growing chorus of global fig-
ures urging restraint and
compassion amid the unre-
lenting violence. Her words,
simple yet urgent, speak to a
broader truth often lost in
geopolitical debates—the
suffering of children, inno-
cent and powerless, who are
paying the highest price in a
war they did not choose. As
the world watches, and as
governments weigh their
next moves, the call from
Malala Yousafzai serves as
a stark reminder that human-
ity must come before strat-
egy, and that the children of
Gaza cannot wait.

Malala appeals for Gaza
ceasefire, child support

Sharing a haunting image from The New York Times,
Malala called the plight of Palestinian children
“heartbreaking” in a somber Instagram story
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MOSCOW: Russian
President Vladimir Putin
has called for stronger col-
laboration with India to
counter terrorism, during a
phone conversation with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that came amid
heightened tensions in
South Asia. The Kremlin
confirmed the discussion,
which followed a deadly at-
tack in Indian-administered
Kashmir and reflects
broader regional security
concerns.

Putin conveyed his con-
dolences for the April 22
incident in Pahalgam,
where 26 tourists were
killed. Indian authorities
have labeled the assault
an act of terrorism and at-
tributed responsibility to
Pakistan, a claim that Is-
lamabad has firmly denied.

The exchange between
Putin and Modi underlined
the strategic nature of
India-Russia ties, as both
leaders acknowledged the
need for enhanced interna-
tional cooperation to com-
bat terrorism in all its
forms.

The Kremlin highlighted
that the call took place in a
spirit of goodwill. Prime
Minister Modi extended
greetings to Putin ahead of
Russia’s Victory Day com-
memorations, while Putin
accepted an invitation to
visit India, reinforcing long-
standing bilateral ties be-
tween the two countries.

However, the backdrop
remains fragile. India has
responded to the attack by
suspending the Indus Wa-
ters Treaty and ordering
Pakistani nationals to leave
its territory. Pakistan, in
turn, has closed its air-
space to Indian flights and
proposed an international
investigation into the at-
tack—an offer that India
has yet to accept.

The rising tensions
have prompted interna-
tional reactions. China,
Türkiye, and Switzerland
have expressed support for
a neutral probe into the in-
cident. Türkiye has also
echoed Beijing in urging
restraint from India and
calling for a peaceful reso-
lution. Both countries have
voiced concern about the
potential for further escala-
tion.

Putin calls for
restraint, unity
against terrorism

By S.M. Inam

KARACHI: The State
Bank of Pakistan (SBP) has
forecast that workers’ remit-
tances could touch a record
$38 billion by the close of the
current fiscal year, offering a
rare note of optimism amid
the country’s fragile eco-
nomic climate. The central
bank shared its projections
during a detailed briefing for
economic analysts, where it
laid out encouraging signs of
recovery in several key sec-
tors, even as structural chal-
lenges persist.

According to SBP offi-
cials, the country recorded a
current account surplus of
$1.9 billion over the past
nine months, marking a no-
table turnaround from previ-
ous deficits. The surplus was
buoyed in part by a recovery
in imports, which the central
bank interpreted as a sign of
economic revival rather than
fiscal slippage. Officials at-
tributed the improved trade
dynamics to falling global oil
prices, which helped moder-
ate the import bill and ease
pressure on the external ac-
count.

In a further sign of eco-
nomic stability, the SBP re-
vealed that Pakistan’s for-
eign exchange reserves are
expected to climb to $14 bil-

lion by June 2025. The cen-
tral bank also assured that
the current engagement with
the International Monetary
Fund (IMF) remains on
course, with no immediate
plans for renegotiation. This
comes as a relief for markets
that have remained jittery
over Pakistan’s debt obliga-
tions and dependence on
multilateral support.

On inflation, the SBP said
its monetary policy remains
geared toward maintaining
price stability, targeting an
inflation band of 5 to 7 per-
cent in the medium term.
While headline inflation has
eased in recent months, offi-
cials acknowledged that core
inflation pressures remain el-
evated, requiring sustained
vigilance and cautious poli-
cymaking. However, the
central bank struck a more
somber tone when dis-

cussing public finances, par-
ticularly the growing burden
of government debt. The
country’s debt-to-GDP ratio
has reached 67 percent, with
debt servicing costs balloon-
ing due to high interest rates
and currency depreciation.
SBP officials noted that fiscal
consolidation remains a criti-
cal challenge, as subsidies
and administrative inefficien-
cies continue to weigh on the
budget.

The outlook for agricul-
ture, a key pillar of the econ-
omy, also carries consider-
able uncertainty. The SBP
flagged potential setbacks
from erratic weather pat-
terns, water scarcity, and the
rising costs of agricultural in-
puts. These risks, if left un-
addressed, could undermine
broader growth prospects
and exacerbate food infla-
tion.

SBP briefs
economic analysts on
monetary policy

The SBP projected foreign reserves to rise to
$14 billion by June 2025, reaffirming that talks with
the IMF remain steady with no renegotiation in sight
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OCCUPIED BAITUL
MAQDAS: Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu
has announced plans to
forcibly expel Palestinians
from Gaza, amid an intensi-
fying military campaign that
has drawn widespread inter-
national condemnation. The
statement, delivered along-
side news of a prolonged of-
fensive in the besieged en-
clave, has alarmed global
leaders and human rights
groups, who warn that such
measures could constitute
war crimes under interna-
tional law.

Since early morning, Is-
raeli airstrikes have killed at
least 51 Palestinians, bring-
ing the already staggering
civilian death toll to cata-
strophic levels. According to
Gaza’s Health Ministry, more
than 52,567 people have
been killed and over 118,000
injured since October 7,
2023. The government
media office reports a higher
toll, with 61,700 dead, many
still buried under rubble.
These figures reflect one of
the deadliest and most de-
structive military assaults in
modern history.

Netanyahu has defended
the planned expulsion as a
civilian protection strategy,
but critics have accused Is-
rael of using military neces-
sity as a pretext for demo-
graphic engineering in Gaza.
The United Nations has
strongly condemned the
move, calling it “dangerous”
and warning that any forced
displacement of Gaza’s pop-
ulation could amount to eth-
nic cleansing and collective
punishment.

The Israeli government
has also taken control of hu-
manitarian aid delivery
routes, a development that
rights groups say risks
weaponizing food and med-
ical access in violation of hu-
manitarian principles. With
aid severely restricted,
famine has taken hold

across Gaza, where medical
supplies and clean water re-
main critically scarce.

Hamas, which governs
the Gaza Strip, has rejected
what it calls Israel’s “black-
mail” tactics and vowed to
resist forced displacement.
The group accused Israel of
systematic violations of inter-
national law, and of attempt-
ing to erase Palestinian
presence through prolonged
siege and military escalation.

Despite mounting diplo-
matic appeals for an immedi-
ate ceasefire, Israel contin-
ues to defy international calls
for restraint. Observers warn
that without urgent interven-
tion, the situation could dete-
riorate further, entrenching
one of the most protracted
and devastating conflicts in
the region’s history.

Netanyahu announces
plans to expel Palestinians

from Gaza
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NEW DEHLI: India has ini-
tiated work on two hydroelec-
tric projects in occupied
Jammu and Kashmir without
notifying Pakistan, in what is
being seen as a serious
breach of the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT). According to in-
ternational media reports,
India is expanding water stor-
age capacity at these sites—
an act the treaty expressly
prohibits without prior bilateral
consultation.

The projects, located at
the Salal and Baglihar dams
on the Chenab River, involve
a process known as "reserve
air flushing," which started on
May 1. This marks the first
time such activity is taking
place at these dams, originally
commissioned in 1987 and
2008/09 respectively. Notably,
India’s National Hydroelectric
Power Corporation (NHPC)
and the local Jammu and
Kashmir administration have
not responded to requests for

comment on the matter.
Sources suggest that both

Salal and Baglihar dams had
their gates closed recently,
leading to a drastic drop in
water flow downstream. The
flow in the Chenab River has
now reportedly reduced to just
5,300 cusecs, raising con-
cerns in Pakistan over water
scarcity in key agricultural
zones and potential long-term
environmental impact.

India has previously taken
unilateral steps to suspend or
bypass the IWT, a World

Bank-brokered treaty signed
in 1960 that governs the use
of shared river waters be-
tween the two nations. Under
the treaty, India is not permit-
ted to construct dams or alter
water flow in a manner that
harms Pakistan’s rights as a
lower riparian state.

The Pakistani government
has yet to issue a formal diplo-
matic response, but the move
is expected to escalate ten-
sions already strained by
cross-border skirmishes and
political rhetoric.

India begins work
on two hydro projects in

occupied Kashmir

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Federal In-
formation Minister Atta Tarar
has issued a stern message
to India, asserting that New
Delhi will have to retreat one
step if peace in South Asia is
to be preserved. Tarar em-
phasized that reducing Pak-
India tensions is in the inter-
est of the entire region and
its people.

Tarar drew attention to
the growing criticism faced
by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi within his
own country. “Even Modi’s
own people and the public
are raising questions,” he

said, pointing out how swiftly
an FIR was registered—
within 10 minutes—after the
Pulwama-style incident in
Pahalgam, raising suspi-
cions about the credibility of

the narrative.
The Fed Min reiterated

Pakistan’s willingness to
allow an impartial interna-
tional investigation into such
incidents, suggesting that

India’s strategy of quickly
placing blame had reached a
dead end.

“They made the accusa-
tion but now they don’t know
what to say next,” he said.
Referring to the recent attack
on the Jaffer Express, Tarar
said that terrorists from the
banned Baloch Liberation
Army (BLA) were visibly fea-
tured on Indian television
channels, implying collusion
and support.

The minister claimed
Pakistan had credible re-
ports of a potential Indian
strike, but no such move was
made—likely deterred by
Pakistan’s preparedness.

India to step back, regional tension benefits no one: Tarar

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan
has successfully conducted
the second test in a week of
the surface-to-surface Al-
Fath missile. The missile
was launched during the on-
going Indus war exercise
and has a reported range of
120 kilometers. The military
leadership has expressed
full confidence in the opera-
tional readiness and techni-
cal proficiency of the Pak-
istan Army to counter any
threat to the country's territo-
rial integrity.

According to the Inter-
Services Public Relations
(ISPR), the missile tested
during the exercise was in-
deed the surface-to-surface
Fatah missile. It is capable of
striking targets up to 120
kilometers away. The pur-

pose of the test, according to
ISPR, was to ensure the op-
erational readiness of troops
and to validate key technical
parameters, including the
missile’s advanced naviga-
tion system and improved
accuracy.

In addition to senior mili-
tary officials, scientists and
engineers from Pakistan’s
strategic organizations were
also present at the launch
event. The Chairman Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee
and the Chief of Army Staff
congratulated the officers,
scientists and engineers in-
volved in the test on the suc-
cessful launch. The opera-
tional preparedness and
technical competence of the
Pakistan Army remain en-
tirely dependable, with the
capability to repel any act of
aggression against the
country’s sovereignty.

Pakistan
successfully tests
surface-to-surface
Al-Fath missile

By Aziz Khatri

KARACHI: In another
alarming incident of short-
term abduction in Karachi, a
case has been registered in
Shah Latif Town against 12
individuals, including four
police officers, for allegedly
kidnapping a transporter and
extorting a significant
amount of money.

According to the com-
plainant, Sarfaraz, he and a
friend were abducted by
armed men traveling in a po-
lice mobile and a private
white vehicle. They were
blindfolded and taken to an
undisclosed location, where
Sarfaraz claims he was sub-
jected to physical assault for
refusing to pay ransom.

In his statement, the vic-
tim revealed that he eventu-
ally disclosed to the abduc-
tors that a large amount of
cash was hidden in the roof
compartment of his vehicle.
The kidnappers then re-
trieved Rs. 525,000 from the
vehicle before releasing the
victims near the National
Highway.

4 cops charged
in kidnapping,
extortion case



Traffic management course
graduation ceremony

By Aziz Khatri

KARACHI: The 145th Traffic Management Course concluded with a formal
passing-out ceremony at the Shahid Hayat Training Centre in Saeedabad, mark-
ing another step forward in strengthening Karachi’s traffic infrastructure. The
event was attended by DIG Training Faizullah Qureshi, DIG Traffic Karachi, and
the officers and personnel who successfully completed the specialized training.

Congratulating the graduates, DIG Traffic Karachi lauded their commitment
and underscored the pivotal role they are expected to play in reshaping the city’s
traffic system. In his address, he stressed the urgent need for modernization,
pointing to the implementation of cutting-edge technology, including advanced
surveillance cameras and intelligent traffic signals, as critical tools in developing
Karachi into a fully functioning mega city.

He announced the upcoming introduction of electronic traffic challans (e-chal-
lans) through modern camera systems, a move aimed at streamlining traffic en-
forcement and reducing manual interventions. “With these digital systems, we
aim not only for efficiency but also for transparency and accountability,” he said.

The DIG also encouraged the newly trained personnel to maintain high stan-
dards in turnout and conduct, stating that professionalism on the streets was key
to rebuilding public trust and strengthening citizen-police relations. “Your attitude
and discipline on the road can transform public perception. Let your presence re-
flect integrity and order,” he remarked.

In a gesture of mutual respect and appreciation, a commemorative shield was
presented to DIG Traffic Karachi by DIG Training at the conclusion of the cere-
mony, symbolizing the shared commitment to continuous improvement in
Karachi’s traffic management landscape.

LUX Style Awards go digital in celebration
of creative talent

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The 23rd edition of the LUX Style Awards unfolded digitally this
year, offering a glittering yet intimate homage to Pakistan’s creative spirit across
fashion, film, music, and television. Hosted by celebrated filmmaker Sarmad
Khoosat, the awards were unveiled through LUX’s official platforms, embracing a
modern format while retaining the prestige long associated with the country’s
most iconic awards ceremony.

This year, singer Ahmed Jehanzeb’s emotionally resonant ballad Tera Mera
Hai Pyar captured hearts and headlines, becoming the most streamed song of
the year. The track’s popularity was matched by critical acclaim, as Jehanzeb
was named Singer of the Year, affirming his enduring influence on Pakistan’s
music scene.

Actor Wahaj Ali’s artistic versatility shone brightly, securing him a rare dou-
ble triumph in both film and television categories. His roles in Teri Meri Ka-
haniyaan and Tere Bin resonated deeply with both audiences and critics, mark-
ing him as one of the standout performers of the year. The accolades not only
recognised his compelling screen presence but also reflected the blurring bound-
aries between cinematic and television storytelling in Pakistan.

The television segment saw a dominant performance by Kabli Pulao, which
swept the Critic’s Choice awards. With Kashif Nisar’s deft direction, the serial
clinched Best Play, while its leads Ehteshamuddin and Sabeena Farooq earned
honors for Best Actor and Best Actress. Their deeply textured performances and
the show's poignant narrative secured its place as a landmark drama in an in-
creasingly competitive landscape.

In cinema, Gunjal emerged as the clear favorite, winning Best Film awards
from both critics and the public.

The dual recognition underscored the film’s ability to resonate on multiple lev-
els—cinematically powerful and emotionally compelling. It marked a significant
milestone for the production team and signaled a growing appetite for layered
storytelling in Pakistani cinema.

The fashion industry also had its moment in the spotlight. Designers Jaweria
Ali and Hussain Rehar were honored for their contributions, reflecting the dy-
namism and innovation that continue to redefine Pakistan’s sartorial identity.
Their recognition highlighted the evolving narrative of fashion as both cultural
commentary and creative enterprise.

PFF marks 27 years of struggle
for fishermen rights

By Saeed Baloch

KARACHI: The Pakistan Fisherfolk Forum (PFF) marked its 27th anniversary
on Sunday with a vibrant celebration at Motani Jetty in Ibrahim Hyderi, honoring
nearly three decades of unwavering advocacy for the rights and dignity of fisher
communities.

Since its founding on 5 May 1998, the PFF has grown into a powerful social
movement, transforming grassroots grievances into national discourse on liveli-
hoods, justice, and environmental stewardship.

From modest beginnings in Karachi, the Forum has extended its reach across
Sindh, Balochistan, Punjab, and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, uniting fishing communi-
ties against the tide of marginalization. Sunday’s event, attended by founding
members, local leaders, and delegates from as far as Gwadar and central Pun-
jab, offered both reflection and resolve.

Participants hailed the PFF's role in empowering coastal families, advocating
for ownership over sea and land resources, and persistently campaigning for the
release of Pakistani fishers imprisoned across the border in India.

Speeches were charged with both pride and frustration. Central Information
Secretary Ayub Khan recounted the Forum’s journey, crediting the unity of fisher
families — men, women, and children alike — for sustaining the movement.
“When we founded PFF, it was born out of a need to raise voices that had long
been ignored. We are still carrying that mission forward with the same dedica-
tion,” he said.

Senior PFF members including Saeed Baloch, Fatima Majeed, Ayub Shan
Khaskheli, and Majid Motani addressed the gathering alongside guests like Babu
Hasan and Talib Kacchi from Gwadar. The anniversary concluded with a sym-
bolic cake-cutting ceremony, underscoring solidarity and hope.

Wahab leads memorial inauguration
for martyr firefighters

By Aziz Khatri

KARACHI: Mayor Karachi Barrister Murtaza Wahab paid a heartfelt tribute to
the bravery and sacrifices of the city’s fire brigade personnel on Monday, calling
them the “pride of the nation” during a solemn ceremony at the Karachi Metro-
politan Corporation (KMC) Fire Brigade Headquarters. The event marked the in-
auguration of Yaadgar-e-Shuhada, a memorial erected in honor of firefighters
who lost their lives in the line of duty.

Speaking to media representatives, Mayor Wahab praised the dedication of
these frontline responders. “Our brave firefighters are not only lifesavers, but they
ignite the light of hope in the darkest hours,” he said. “We salute their unmatched
courage and selflessness.”

The Mayor also distributed shields among families of the fallen and offered
prayers for the martyrs.

Accompanied by KMC Council Deputy Parliamentary Leader Dil Muhammad,
local UC Chairmen, and business community representative Atique Mir, Wahab
underscored the importance of recognizing the fire brigade’s silent heroism.
“They face blazes, disasters, and danger head-on — all to protect others. Their
courage lights up the lives of entire communities.”

Reflecting on the department’s legacy, the Mayor shared that Karachi’s first
firefighter martyr fell in 1955. “Since then, 34 firefighters have given their lives
while saving others. This memorial is our way of honoring their legacy, and our
city acknowledges their service through initiatives like the Tamgha-e-Karachi,”
he added.

He reaffirmed the KMC’s commitment to firefighter welfare, citing continued
fire allowance payments and plans to further strengthen their rights. “As a soci-
ety, our gratitude should go not only to soldiers and police but also to our fire-
fighters and journalists,” Wahab stressed.

Turning to broader civic issues, the Mayor announced a ban on plastic bags
across Karachi starting June 15, after consultations with the Chief Minister of
Sindh.

“Plastic bags are choking our environment. Legal challenges won’t derail our
resolve,” he stated.

A major pre-monsoon cleanliness operation targeting stormwater drains is
also scheduled for June. Mayor Wahab warned against illegal use of municipal
land along the coastal belt, including unauthorized cattle markets and “China-
cutting,” vowing strict action.

Addressing federal-provincial tensions, Wahab criticized a recent advertise-
ment by the Karachi Port Trust, labelling it misleading. “Yes, we have disagree-
ments with the Federal Government, but our focus remains on Karachi’s devel-
opment. The Water Corporation is actively upgrading pipelines and repairing
critical infrastructure.”
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DHAKA: Tensions be-
tween India and Bangladesh
have begun to simmer be-
neath the surface as both
countries imposed new
trade restrictions, in what
appears to be a rare but
telling economic standoff be-
tween two traditionally close
neighbors. While official
statements on both sides re-
main cautious and re-
strained, the moves have
cast a shadow over one of
South Asia’s more stable bi-
lateral relationships.

The trouble began when
India quietly suspended a
key transit facility that al-
lowed Bangladeshi ex-
porters to route goods
through Indian ports and air-

ports to reach third coun-
tries. The facility had long
been seen as a practical
symbol of regional coopera-
tion, helping Dhaka improve
its export efficiency by lever-
aging Indian infrastructure.
New Delhi, however, cited
growing congestion at its lo-
gistics hubs as the reason
for the sudden halt. The ex-

planation, though bureau-
cratic in tone, did little to
soften the blow in Dhaka.

In a swift response that
surprised many observers,
Bangladesh imposed a retal-
iatory restriction of its own —
banning the import of cotton
yarn from India via road
routes. Authorities in the
Bangladeshi capital argued

the measure was necessary
to protect domestic textile in-
dustries, which have com-
plained of being undercut by
the lower prices of Indian
goods flooding local mar-
kets. The move signals a
clear pushback from Dhaka,
even if it stops short of esca-
lating the matter into a full-
blown trade dispute.

For now, both govern-
ments are treading carefully
in public. There have been
no fiery statements, no am-
bassadors summoned —
just a quiet tightening of eco-
nomic levers, each side hop-
ing to make a point without
derailing the broader rela-
tionship. Yet the symbolism
of this tit-for-tat is hard to
miss. In a region where
trade is often tied up in poli-

tics and history, small dis-
ruptions can carry large
echoes.

India and Bangladesh
share more than just a long
border. Their ties are built on
decades of political goodwill,
cultural affinity, and eco-
nomic interdependence. But
as national interests become
more sharply defined and
domestic pressures mount
on both governments, even
friendly neighbors can find
themselves at odds. The sit-
uation may still be reversible
— a matter of backchannel
talks and bureaucratic com-
promise. But the episode re-
veals an underlying tension:
the fragility of trade cooper-
ation in a region still learning
how to balance friendship
with economic rivalry.

Trade tension mars
India-Bangladesh relationship

Tensions simmer as India’s quiet suspension of a vital trade route leaves
Bangladesh grappling with mounting export hurdles and diplomatic unease

News Desk

SANA’A: In the wake of
a Houthi missile strike that
targeted Israel's Ben Gu-
rion Airport earlier in the
day, Israeli forces
launched a retaliatory
airstrike on the Yemeni
city of Bajil. The air raid,
which involved around 30
Israeli fighter jets, tar-
geted a cement factory in
the coastal city, with initial

reports confirming at least
two fatalities and around
40 others wounded.

The airstrike, which
saw Israel deploy 20
fighter jets, was aimed at
the cement factory as well
as the port of Hodeidah,
both of which are strategic
locations in Yemen. The
destruction caused by the
bombing has heightened
tensions in the region,

drawing international at-
tention to the ongoing
conflict between Israel
and the Houthi rebels,
who have been increas-
ingly active in the region.

The missile strike on
Ben Gurion Airport earlier
that day marked a signifi-
cant escalation in the con-
flict, as the missile struck
the airport's grounds, in-
juring eight people. The
strike caused major dis-

ruptions to air operations,
with flights halted for sev-
eral hours as authorities
scrambled to assess the
damage and secure the
area. This missile attack,
attributed to the Houthis,
was one of the most direct
assaults on Israeli infra-
structure in recent weeks,
underscoring the volatile
nature of the ongoing con-
flict in the Middle East.

Israel conducts airstrike
on Yemen, killing two

and injuring 40

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas
Araqchi met with Pakistan's
Deputy Prime Minister
Ishaq Dar, where the two
leaders discussed the on-
going regional challenges
and the implications of the
Pahalgam incident on Indo-
Pakistani relations. In a
media interaction following
the meeting, Araqchi em-
phasized the importance of
resolving such issues
through diplomacy and dia-
logue, expressing Iran's
commitment to fostering re-
gional peace.

During the meeting,
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister
Ishaq Dar made it clear that
Pakistan had no involve-
ment in the Pahalgam at-
tack, which occurred on
April 22 and resulted in the
deaths of 26 tourists. Dar
reiterated Pakistan's willing-
ness to cooperate with in-
ternational investigators,
stressing that while Pak-
istan had no intention of ini-

tiating conflict, any form of
aggression would be met
with a strong response.

Araqchi, on his part, ac-
knowledged the importance
of maintaining high-level
engagements between the
two countries to address re-
gional issues. He also men-
tioned that he would be
meeting with Iranian Presi-
dent and Prime Minister be-
fore visiting India later in the
week, highlighting the con-
tinuing diplomatic outreach
from Iran in the region.

The Pahalgam attack,
which led to heightened
tensions between India and

Pakistan, saw Indian au-
thorities accusing Pakistan
without providing evidence.
In response to the allega-
tions, India suspended the
Indus Waters Treaty and or-
dered the expulsion of Pak-
istani nationals. Pakistan
retaliated by closing its air-
space to Indian flights.

Despite Pakistan’s call
for an international investi-
gation into the incident,
India has yet to respond,
while countries like China,
Turkey, and Switzerland
have expressed support for
Pakistan's position on the
matter.

Iraqchi, Dar discuss
regional issues,

emphasize dialogueBy Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: The Min-
istry of Science and Tech-
nology has axed 174 posts
at the Pakistan Standards
and Quality Control Au-
thority (PSQCA) as part of
a federal right-sizing initia-
tive, following a decision
by the federal cabinet.

A formal notification
was issued confirming the
move, which targets a sig-
nificant cutback in staff po-
sitions across various pay
grades. Out of the total, 61
posts are to be terminated
immediately, while 113 are
categorized as "dying
cadre" — meaning they
will be phased out gradu-
ally as employees retire,
opt for early retirement, or
pass away.

The cuts include a wide
range of roles, with the im-
mediate removals affect-
ing positions from Grade 1
all the way up to Grade
19. Among them are one
Grade-19 Director, ten
Grade-18 Deputy Direc-
tors, seven Grade-17 As-
sistant Directors, and four
Field Officers, also in
Grade-17. Lower-scale
staff are also impacted, in-
cluding clerical and sup-
port roles.

According to the min-
istry’s notification, this re-
duction follows the 60 per-
fect vacancy elimination
formula — a measure in-
tended to streamline oper-
ations and reduce admin-
istrative overheads. The
remaining 113 posts
marked for gradual elimi-
nation span several levels:
three more Grade-19 Di-
rectors, 21 Grade-18 posi-
tions, 32 at Grade 17, and
others from Grade 16
down to Grade 1. These
positions are not being
filled once vacated.

174 posts
scrapped at
PSQCA under
right-sizing plan

News Desk

NEW YORK: A US
newspaper has com-
mended Pakistan's mili-
tary leader, General
Syed Asim Munir, for
sending a strong and un-
equivocal message to
India amid the escalating
tensions over the Kashmir
issue.

The article under-
scored General Munir's
prominence as Pakistan’s
most influential figure,
noting that his firm stance
marks a significant shift
from his traditionally be-
hind-the-scenes approach
to a more visible role in
shaping the nation's posi-
tion in the face of mount-
ing confrontation with
India.

The newspaper high-
lighted that, in the after-
math of the Pahalgam in-
cident, General Munir has
become a key player in
Pakistan's military and po-
litical narrative, reinforcing
the country's position on
the Kashmir issue.

His public statements
and actions demonstrate
that Pakistan's military
leadership is taking a
more assertive role in ad-
dressing regional ten-
sions.

The article also refer-
enced General Munir's re-
peated invocation of the
two-nation theory, a foun-
dational principle in the
creation of Pakistan.

During a recent military
exercise, where he stood
atop a tank, General
Munir addressed his
troops, declaring that any
military provocation from
India would be met with a
swift and decisive re-
sponse.

COAS sends
clear message
to India: US
newspaper

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif has for-
mally extended an invitation
to the United Kingdom to
participate in the investiga-
tion into the Pahalgam inci-
dent, following a meeting
with British High Commis-
sioner Jane Marriott.

In the meeting, the Prime

Minister reaffirmed Pak-
istan’s commitment to a
transparent, high-level, and
impartial international inquiry
into the attack, which took
place on April 22 in Indian-
administered Kashmir and
resulted in the deaths of 26
tourists.

Sharif urged the UK to
leverage its diplomatic ties
with both Pakistan and India

to play a constructive role in
de-escalating the growing
tensions in the region. He
briefed the British High Com-
missioner on the develop-
ments following the Pahal-
gam attack and reiterated
Pakistan's rejection of the un-
substantiated claims made
by India, which accused Pak-
istan without providing any
concrete evidence.

PM invites UK's participation in
Pahalgam investigation
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By Uzma Ehtasham

There was a time
when India and
Bangladesh, despite

their differences, leaned
on each other with a
neighborly understanding
rooted in shared history,
culture and economic in-
terdependence. But that

fragile bond is now being worn thin by a po-
litical tide sweeping through New Delhi—
one that thrives on division, religious fervor,
and short-term political gain. With India's
announcement to cut trade ties and seal all
borders with Bangladesh, the region is wit-
nessing yet another example of how the rul-
ing BJP’s ideological agenda is undoing
decades of careful diplomacy and goodwill.
It’s not just about trade routes or customs
tariffs. It's about a growing pattern, one
where India’s neighbors are increasingly
being painted as threats rather than part-
ners. After stirring tensions with Pakistan
over the Pahalgam incident without investi-
gation, India has now turned its gaze to-
ward Bangladesh, suspending a key transit
facility that was vital for Bangladeshi ex-
ports to reach third countries. 

The facility, which allowed Dhaka to use
Indian ports and airports, was not merely a
logistical convenience—it was a symbol of
practical cooperation in a subcontinent
often weighed down by history and politics.
Now, citing congestion at ports and airports,
India has pulled the plug. But few are buy-
ing that explanation at face value. The tim-
ing, the tone, and the broader regional con-
text suggest something deeper—something

more troubling. This isn’t an isolated bu-
reaucratic decision; it’s a political signal. A
signal that the Modi government, already
accused of leveraging communal rhetoric
domestically, is extending its inward-looking
nationalism into foreign policy. Bangladesh,
understandably, has responded with its
own restriction, banning cotton yarn imports
from India via road. Officials in Dhaka have
framed the move as an economic decision
to protect their local industries. 

But beneath that surface lies unease—
an unease that the neighbor once seen as
a friend and partner has grown unpre-
dictable, driven by ideological calculations
rather than diplomatic sense. The irony is
bitter. Bangladesh and India share more
than a border. They share rivers, lan-
guages, families divided by lines on a map,
and trade relationships nurtured over
decades. But the very fabric of this coexis-
tence is being tested, not by external ene-
mies, but by the internal politics of a ruling
party that seems to see electoral gain in
creating foreign adversaries. What’s at
stake isn’t just bilateral trade—it’s the re-
gion’s stability and the principle of cooper-
ation among South Asian neighbors. The
BJP-led government’s actions echo its
growing tendency to inject religion into
every political decision. Sources within
India’s own policy circles suggest that deci-
sions like these are less about strategic ne-
cessities and more about fanning domestic
sentiment.

Bangladesh, a Muslim-majority nation,
becomes an easy target for a party that has
built its electoral identity on majoritarian na-
tionalism. There’s a deeply worrying impli-
cation in this approach—that foreign policy

is being tailored not to serve India’s long-
term interests, but to serve its ruling party’s
short-term political narratives. One must
consider the human cost of such decisions.
Border closures don’t just stop trade; they
stop lives. Thousands of families who de-
pend on cross-border commerce are left in
limbo. Laborers, truck drivers, customs
workers, and small business owners bear
the brunt of decisions made in high offices,
far from the dust and reality of border
towns. These aren’t just geopolitical ripples;
they are real economic shocks for commu-
nities that survive on thin margins and daily
movement across artificial lines.

Diplomatic silence between the two
countries now grows louder by the day.
While both governments maintain formal
public diplomacy, the underlying frost is un-
mistakable. The interim government in
Dhaka, according to insiders, has decided
to respect its public’s sentiments rather than
rush into further confrontation. It’s a mature
stance, one that avoids fanning the flames,
but it also reflects the disappointment and
mistrust now settling in. What could have
been a moment for mutual problem-solv-
ing—perhaps easing logistical issues at In-
dian ports together—has instead become a
zero-sum game. This hardline approach
from New Delhi fits a broader pattern: man-
ufacturing crises, invoking threats, and iso-
lating neighbors in the name of national
pride. But the international community is
watching, and the cracks in this strategy are
becoming visible.

Regional diplomacy is not a game of op-
tics. It demands patience, maturity, and an
ability to listen. India's recent behavior is not
just diplomatically irresponsible—it is self-

defeating. A country that aspires to regional
leadership and global respect must be pre-
pared to act like one. Yet the Modi adminis-
tration continues to alienate allies, provoke
tensions, and pursue policies rooted more
in ideological fervor than economic or
geopolitical logic. Bangladesh deserves
better. So does India. The legacy of shared
struggle and mutual respect between the
two countries should not be allowed to be
rewritten by those who see neighbors not
as partners, but as convenient political
scapegoats. The hope is that cooler heads
in both capitals will prevail—that the re-
gion’s leaders will remember that trade, di-
alogue and cooperation build nations, while
suspicion, aggression and border closures
only sow instability.

In the end, the question remains: how
far is India’s government willing to go in its
pursuit of nationalist narratives? At what
cost? The border with Bangladesh may
now be shut, but the message being sent is
far broader and far more isolating. The sub-
continent, already carrying the burden of
history, cannot afford to be burdened further
by ideology masquerading as policy. For
the sake of regional peace, for the people
who live along these borders, and for the in-
tegrity of India’s standing in the world, it is
time to pause, reflect, and choose dialogue
over division. Because no election victory is
worth sacrificing a nation’s place in the
world—or its relationship with its closest
neighbors.

The writer is a public health profes-
sional and possesses expertise in health
communication, having keen interest in
national and international affairs, can be
reached at uzma@metro-morning.com

By Atiq Raja

In a world that prides it-
self on progress — a
world of rockets to Mars,

international summits,
human rights treaties, and
the supposed triumph of
democracy — it is aston-
ishing that the one thing
we cannot seem to out-

grow is war. Not just the kind that tears apart
cities with bombs and bullets, but the kind
that invades slowly and silently — through
economic embargoes, disinformation cam-
paigns, and puppet regimes. The wars that
live in statistics, in aid convoys, and in the
forgotten eyes of refugees. We keep asking
the same question, over and over again: why
is the world still at war? There is no single
answer, but there is a common thread —
power and profit dressed in the language of
patriotism and morality. Modern wars, de-
spite the speeches and ceremonies that try
to make them noble, are rarely fought to pre-
serve peace. They are systems of profit,
carefully managed by the few, paid for by the
many.

Behind every image of destruction — a
bombed-out school in Gaza, a crumbled ma-
ternity ward in Khartoum, a frightened child
in Donetsk — there is someone making
money. War is not just about territorial dis-
putes or ideological differences. It’s a trillion-
dollar industry that turns blood into bonuses
and ruins into revenue. Take the global arms
trade. In 2023, the world spent more than
$2.4 trillion on military expenditures. The

biggest players — the United States, China,
Russia, India, and Saudi Arabia — pour bil-
lions into weapons they hope they’ll never
use, yet quietly ensure someone else will.
Corporations like Lockheed Martin,
Raytheon, and BAE Systems thrive not
when peace is on the table, but when the
world teeters on the edge of chaos. When
tanks roll and jets fly, stocks soar. The irony
is brutal — peace is bad for business.

But the arms dealers aren’t the only ones
cashing in. War is also a powerful political
tool. Leaders facing domestic crises often
turn to external enemies, real or imagined, to
shore up their authority. They wrap them-
selves in flags, declare a threat to the home-
land, and expect loyalty in return. National-
ism becomes the smokescreen for
corruption, incompetence, or authoritarian
ambition. 

The tactic is timeless: distract the public
with fear while consolidating power behind
closed doors. Meanwhile, the shadows swell
with darker figures. In every war zone, state
authority weakens, and the underworld takes
over. 

Arms smuggling, human trafficking, and
drug routes thrive in the wreckage of col-
lapsed regimes. These are not accidents of
war — they are part of its ecosystem. Where
there is lawlessness, there is opportunity,
and where governments fail, criminals rule.
It is not just warlords with rifles; it is entire
networks of trade, bribery, and blood.

And then there is the role of the media —
a difficult subject, yet impossible to ignore.
Not all newsrooms are guilty, but many are

complicit. Conflict coverage, especially when
it is graphic or dramatic, drives traffic and rat-
ings. War, like celebrity scandal, keeps peo-
ple glued to their screens. The endless
stream of breaking news, special coverage,
and expert panels sometimes serves less to
inform and more to entertain, to shock, to
sell. Tragedy becomes spectacle. People far
from the battlefield watch suffering unfold in
real time, yet rarely hear the full story of how
it all began — or who profits from its contin-
uation. Post-war, the business does not
stop. In fact, it changes shape. The same
governments and corporations that supplied
the weapons often win the contracts to re-
build. Roads, hospitals, schools — all must
be constructed anew, and it is usually firms
from the countries most involved in the con-
flict that secure the deals. It is a grotesque
cycle: first destruction, then reconstruction,
both profitable, both planned.

All this begs a simple question: is peace
even possible? Not in abstract speeches or
feel-good documentaries, but in the real
world. Can we unmake this machine? The
answer is yes — but not without courage,
and not without honesty. To end war, we
must first expose the interests that keep it
alive. We need transparency in arms deals.
We need watchdogs with teeth. We need to
invest not just in diplomacy at the highest
levels, but in education and reconciliation on
the ground. The roots of many modern wars
stretch back decades or centuries — to colo-
nial borders, ethnic divisions, or economic
betrayal. Peace is not a switch to be flipped;
it is soil to be nurtured. Citizens, too, bear re-

sponsibility. The stories we believe, the lead-
ers we trust, the ideologies we absorb with-
out question — all feed the fire or help extin-
guish it. In times of rising nationalism and
political manipulation, asking questions be-
comes a radical act. Peace is not passive. It
is an effort, a resistance against those who
claim war is necessary, normal, or inevitable.

And yet, in all this darkness, there are
glimmers of humanity. Volunteers risking
their lives to deliver aid. Journalists who tell
the stories that power tries to silence. Young
people who choose to build, not destroy.
Mothers who mourn but still hope. Commu-
nities that rebuild from rubble, not just with
concrete, but with courage. Their resilience
is a quiet defiance against those who profit
from their pain. 

]The world does not need more
weapons, more soldiers, or more speeches
about strength. It needs honesty. It needs
accountability. And it needs the will to say, at
last, that war is not the answer — not be-
cause it is ugly, though it is — but because it
is designed to serve the powerful while sac-
rificing the powerless. So long as war is prof-
itable, peace will remain a threat to those in
power. But if we dare to unmask the lies,
name the profiteers, and reclaim the narra-
tive, perhaps — just perhaps — we can build
a world where peace is not just a hope, but a
right.

The writer is a rights activist and CEO
of AR Trainings and Consultancy, with
degrees in Political Science and English
Literature, can be reached at
news@metro-morning.com

Who benefits from war?

The façade is beginning to crumble. The face of
Narendra Modi’s Hindutva-led India, carefully
constructed with slogans of progress and

global leadership, is once again giving way to its
darker underpinnings of hyper-nationalism and
communal politics. The latest controversy sur-
rounding the Pahalgam incident has cast a long
shadow over India’s international standing, not least
because of how hastily and aggressively the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) moved to blame Pak-
istan—without any real investigation, without evi-
dence, and without pause for dialogue. It is a famil-
iar script, and yet one that is growing thin, even
among India’s traditional allies. There was a time
when India’s claims would be taken at face value,
accepted unquestioningly as the voice of a stable
democracy combating threats from across the bor-
der. 

But that narrative is beginning to wear out. In its
reaction to the Pahalgam attack, India didn’t just
point fingers—it reached for the nuclear playbook of
crisis escalation. Suspending the Indus Waters
Treaty and making thinly veiled threats of military
action aren’t the responses of a rational actor seek-
ing justice. These are the tools of a government that
sees more value in inflaming public sentiment than
in preserving regional stability. What makes this
episode more revealing is the timing. With state
elections looming in Bihar, the Modi government is
again resorting to the politics of fear and manufac-
tured enmity. The calculation appears cynical and
painfully obvious: rally the electorate through na-
tionalist fervor, conjure up external enemies, and
cloak governance failures in the garb of patriotism.
The cost, however, is far from domestic. It is re-
gional, and potentially global.

In stark contrast, Pakistan has taken a notably
measured approach. Rather than resorting to the
same tactics, Islamabad has stepped up its diplo-
matic game, calling calmly and clearly for an inde-
pendent, transparent investigation into the Pahal-
gam incident. That call has found sympathetic ears.
Turkey, Switzerland, Greece, and Iraq have all indi-
cated willingness to consider the Pakistani position
seriously. Turkish Ambassador Dr Irfan Nezıroğlu
didn’t mince words when he expressed support for
Pakistan’s stance during a meeting with Prime Min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif. Swiss and Greek foreign min-
isters likewise acknowledged the legitimacy of Pak-
istan’s demand for a fair probe in discussions with
Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar. There’s a sense that the
international community is beginning to distinguish
between noise and reason. 

India, for all its volume, has failed to offer any
substantive proof linking Pakistan to the incident. Its
claims, shouted from podiums and echoed across
its media landscape, are fast resembling empty
rhetoric. The irony is sharp. A government that rou-
tinely equates dissent with treachery is now being
met with growing scepticism abroad, not because of
any bias, but because of its own inability to meet
the basic standards of accountability and trans-
parency. The European Union’s intervention further
demonstrates the shifting winds. Kaja Kallas, the
EU’s foreign policy chief, called for restraint and re-
newed dialogue—an unmistakable cue that inflam-
matory gestures are being frowned upon. Russia’s
Sergey Lavrov was even more forthright, urging
both India and Pakistan to resolve tensions under
the principles of the Simla Agreement and Lahore
Declaration—an approach rooted in diplomacy, not
demagoguery. 

Lavrov’s willingness to engage with both coun-
tries as equals is telling. It signals that New Delhi’s
narrative monopoly is no longer guaranteed. The
expected visit of Iraq’s foreign minister, who plans
to shuttle between the two capitals to reduce ten-
sions, is another sign of growing global engage-
ment. These are not token moves. They stem from
real concern. With both nations being nuclear-
armed, the risk of conflict, even an accidental one,
cannot be taken lightly. And there is increasing in-
ternational consensus that India’s provocations are
not helping. Indeed, what stands out most starkly is
India’s refusal to consider an independent investi-
gation. If the BJP leadership truly believed in the
strength of its claims, what could it possibly fear
from an impartial probe? But instead of embracing
transparency, it has clung to threats and unilateral-
ism. This not only erodes India’s credibility—it iso-
lates it.

Pakistan’s approach, by contrast, is slowly shap-
ing an alternative narrative—one that prioritizes
reason, dialogue, and evidence. It has refrained
from escalating rhetoric and chosen instead to en-
gage the world with clarity and poise. For a country
often caricatured as impulsive or unstable, this new
diplomatic poise is striking. It reveals the Modi gov-
ernment’s behavior for what it is: a calculated gam-
ble built on public sentiment, but out of step with
global expectations. The path forward is not am-
biguous. India must return to diplomacy. It must
allow facts, not fear, to guide its response. The re-
fusal to do so does not just reflect poorly on the
BJP—it endangers the peace of an entire region.
No domestic election is worth the risk of regional
war, whether rhetorical or real. And it is increasingly
clear that the international community will not be a
passive bystander to such recklessness.

What is perhaps most sobering is that this entire
episode could have been a moment of unity. Both
countries share a painful history of conflict, yes—
but also moments of cooperation, dialogue, and
even camaraderie. The Simla and Lahore agree-
ments are not relics; they are blueprints for peace,
still relevant, still valid. But they require political will,
not political games. The mask, then, is not just slip-
ping—it is coming off. And what the world sees be-
neath is not the shining example of modern democ-
racy India once aspired to be, but a government
more interested in applause than accountability,
more enamored with power than peace. Pakistan,
for now, has chosen the more difficult path—one of
reason over rage. And the world is beginning to no-
tice. Slowly, but unmistakably, the verdict is shift-
ing. It is not who shouts loudest that commands re-
spect, but who speaks with clarity, truth, and
restraint. The test now is whether India is willing to
listen.

India’s desperate
diversion

By Dr Naazir Mahmood 

Among the many new acade-
mies, institutions and organi-
sations that Z A Bhutto estab-

lished within just five years, from
1972 to 1977, the Pakistan Acad-
emy of Letters (PAL) stands out as
a thriving academy. Though it is
nearly always short of funds, its
chairpersons from Fakhar Zaman
and Iftikhar Arif to Qasim Bhugio
and Yusuf Khushk have contributed
their efforts to produce some good
work.

Now under the leadership of Dr
Najiba Arif, the first female chairper-
son of the Academy, the PAL has
once again become a dynamic body
that organises frequent conferences
and seminars across the country,
even with the meagre resources it
has at its disposal. Najiba Arif is a
prolific academic with over 50 re-
search papers to her credit, pub-
lished in some of the top literary
journals and magazines both nation-
ally and abroad. She is also a poet
and translator of considerable re-
pute, with over a dozen books with
her name adorning the shelves.

As the head of the Urdu depart-
ment – and later as the dean of the
faculty of language and literature –
at the International Islamic Univer-
sity in Islamabad, she launched the
research journal ‘Meyaar’ that set
good research standards in Urdu.
She was also the guest editor of
‘Bunyaad’, the research journal of
the Lahore University of Manage-
ment Sciences (LUMS). Another of
her contributions was as the editor
of the first indexation agency of Urdu
journals in Pakistan. Recently she
has initiated a series of provincial
conferences to discuss the literary
developments in all the country's
federating units.

Being in Karachi in the last week
of April allowed me to attend the
second day of the two-day confer-
ence ‘Adabyaat-e-Sindh: Muasir
Tanazur’ (Literature of Sindh: Con-
temporary perspective). Held on 25-
26 at the National Museum Audito-
rium, the conference was
well-attended on the first day, but
due to the strike in Karachi protest-
ing against the genocide, the sec-
ond day witnessed thin participation.
The quality of discussions was high

and the level of interest in the audi-
ence remained noticeable through-
out all the sessions. The first session
discussed post-independence liter-
ary criticism and research in Sindh.

The second session, ‘The state
of fiction in Sindh after independ-
ence’, was highly informative and in-
teresting. Iqbal Khursheed is a
short-story writer who has estab-
lished his name in the literary circles
of Pakistan at a fairly young age. He
set the tone of the discussion on the
post-independence fiction in Sindh
by recalling his own family’s migra-
tion from India to Sukkur and how it
impacted the psyche of those who
found their new homeland welcom-
ing. When the newcomers settled in
Sindh, the linguistic panorama of the
province became more colourful and
fecund. Of course, the early writers
had a tremendous backlog of nos-
talgia that reflected in their writings.

Iqbal Khursheed cited the exam-
ples of ‘Aab-e-gum’ by Mushtaq
Yusufi that had a clear touch of nos-
talgia, and ‘Khuda ki Busti’ by
Shaukat Siddiqui which delineated
the life in Karachi in the 1950s when
the city was stretching itself to ac-
commodate millions of new inhabi-
tants that were pouring in from all
corners of India. The life in Lyari
Khalid Akhtar is depicted in his novel
‘Chakiwara mein Wisaal’, a literary
masterpiece that drew instant ap-
preciation from Faiz Ahmed Faiz.
Quratulain Hyder’s novels ‘Aag ka
darya’, ‘Sita Haran’, and ‘Housing
Society’, Iqbal Khursheed finds epit-
omes of novel writing in Pakistan.
However, Hyder relinquished her
Pakistani citizenship to head back to
India.

Pre-partition Sindh appears in
the stories of Amar Jaleel and in the
translations of Agha Saleem,
whereas Asad Muhammad Khan
carries forward his nostalgia with a
pinch of salt. Hasan Manzar is an-
other writer whose novels and
novellas have appeared regularly in
recent decades. Other writers that
Iqbal Khursheed mentioned in-
cluded Akhlaq Ahmed, a former ed-
itor of ‘Akhbar-e- Jahan’, Shamshad
Ahmed, Anwar Ahsan Siddiqui, and
more recently Kashif Raza and
Rafaqat Hayat.

The next speaker was Rafaqat
Hayat, who emerged as an out-

standing Urdu fiction writer in the
21st century. His novels ‘Khaw-
makhaw ki Zindagi’ (A futile life) and
‘Mirwah ki raatein’ (The Mirwah
nights) proved to be his major early
achievements in Urdu fiction writing,
discussing common people’s lives in
Sindh. More recently, his magnum
opus novel ‘Rolaak’, spanning over
600 pages, has attracted wide ap-
preciation and won several literary
awards. In his discourse on the liter-
ature of Sindh, Rafaqat stressed that
by the 1970s the fiction is Sindh did
have a nostalgic tinge such as in the
fiction of Quratulain Hyder and
Ahsan Farooqi.

But in the past 50 years or so
Urdu novels did focus on the issues
of Sindh as a complex province
where diverse ethnic entities con-
verged. In this category, Rafaqat
mentioned the name of Hasan Man-
zar, whose novel ‘Dhani Bukhsh ke
betey’ (Dhani Bukhsh’s sons) is a lit-
erary tour de force. Asif Farrukhi
also wrote stories reflecting the
problems of Karachi that deterio-
rated from the 1980s onwards.
Jeem Abbasi is also a prominent
name in the fiction coming from
Sindh. Though Jeem Abbasi is a
Sindhi, most of his fiction writing is in
Urdu. Rafaqat Hayat concluded his
discussion on an optimistic note that
there are visibly new trends in fiction
writing in Sindh.

Dr Karan Singh, in his compre-
hensive essay, outlined all major
trends in fiction writing in Sindh. He
believed that from the early nostal-
gic writing the literature in Sindh has
moved to reflect the new ground re-
alities of life in the province. He
mentioned Umrao Tariq as a note-
worthy writer whose ‘Badan ka
twaaf’ and ‘Khushki mein jazeerey’
are prime example of contemporary
fiction writing in Sindh. In addition,
he mentioned Sultan Jameel
Naseem, Zaheda Hina, Najmul
Hasan, Mubeen Mirza, Anwaar
Ahmed Zai, Hasrat Kasgunjwi, and
Akhtar Ansari Akbarabadi as promi-
nent writers of Urdu in Sindh.

Akhlaq Ahmed took the floor and,
rather than enumerating the names
of writers, he preferred to talk about
the contours and nature of fiction
writing that is never stale, quite con-
trary to the normal perception about
the ‘decline of fiction’. Akhlaq re-

minded the audience that Karachi
suffered under intense ethnic rival-
ries for at least 25 years, witnessing
some improvement in the situation
that is still marred by killings almost
on a daily basis. But the fiction did
not properly reflect that period due to
an atmosphere of terror and domi-
nance of a party that many writers
feared.

Akhlaq Ahmed opined that we
have not translated our fiction into
English, nor do we have ample ac-
cess to world literature in Urdu; that
should be a cause of concern.
Today’s world has new issues – re-
lated to the digital age, mobile tech-
nology, and social media. In this
unipolar world, the fiction is not the
same anymore, with a so-called war
on terror appearing to be never-end-
ing, and suicide bombers may ap-
pear anywhere from nowhere. Vir-
tual reality is also transforming
fiction the world over, which will also
reflect in our fiction soon.

The next speaker was Madad Ali
Sindhi, who delivered his talk about
the evolution of literary journals and
magazines in Sindh, citing examples
of ‘Nai Zindagi’ that Ubaidullah
Sindhi edited. Shaoor by Azar Zubi,
Naya Adab by Jamil Jalibi, and Nai
Qadrain from Hyderabad and
Mehran by Ibraheem Joyo also
came under discussion. The session
on children’s fiction was pretty inter-
esting as Ibn-e-Aas informed the au-
dience that thousands of books for
children appear on shelves every
year but most of them revolve
around themes of religions and sec-
tarian issues.

Ibn-e-Aas struck a chord with the
audience when he asked the listen-
ers to visit any book fair to see the
books on display for children and
check how many could be consid-
ered good literature for children’s in-
tellectual grooming. 

He was right in pointing out that
an overemphasis on patriotism and
religiosity has turned children into
ticking time bombs that could ex-
plode anytime. Overall, the confer-
ence was a timely intervention that
proved to be a success, though
there were some writers whose
names appeared in the program, but
due to the strike in the city and
protests, they could not attend the
event.

India's ‘Hindutva’ hostility grows

Metro Morning and its policy not necessarily 
consensus with any writer's thoughts

Letters and leadership
By Shahameen Jehan 

Tampering with rivers
and nature transcends
mere environmental

concern; it touches upon
deep spiritual, ethical, and
philosophical dimensions
found across various faiths
and belief systems. Canal
construction on rivers is pro-
hibited due to its detrimental
impact on ecosystems,
water quality and local com-
munities. Protecting our wa-
terways is essential for the
well-being of all.

From a spiritual perspec-
tive, many religious texts
emphasise the sacredness
of creation. In the Quran,
Allah is described as the
Creator of the heavens and
the earth, and humans are
seen as stewards of His cre-
ation. Tampering with rivers,
which are often viewed as
symbols of life and suste-
nance, could be seen as a
violation of this stewardship.
Similarly, in the Bible, the
Book of Genesis speaks of
God creating a harmonious
world, and humanity's role is
to care for it. The Torah also
emphasises the importance
of preserving the land and its
resources, recognising that
all creation is intercon-
nected.

In Hinduism, rivers are
revered as sacred entities,
often personified as god-
desses like Ganga. Tamper-
ing with such rivers is not
just an ecological concern
but also an affront to the Di-
vine. The Hindu philosophy
of Dharma emphasises liv-
ing in harmony with nature,
suggesting that disrupting
natural systems leads to
disharmony not just in the
environment but in society
as well.

Buddhism, with its princi-
ple of interdependence
( p r a t i t y a s a m u t p a d a ) ,
teaches that all beings are
interconnected. 

A sacred
trust
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PSL PAKISTAN SUPER LEAGUE

By our correspondent

MULTAN: Peshawar
Zalmi handed Multan Sul-
tans a comprehensive
seven-wicket defeat in the
25th match of Pakistan
Super League (PSL) Sea-
son 10, played at the Multan
Cricket Stadium, as they
chased down a modest tar-
get of 109 with ease. Zalmi's
dominant run chase was a
statement of intent, reach-
ing their target in just 13
overs, with a commanding
42 balls to spare.

The chase was an-
chored by a solid knock of
49 runs from Saim Ayub,
who fell just short of a half-
century. He was supported
by Max Bryant, who re-
mained unbeaten on 38,
alongside Mohammad
Haris, who chipped in with
7. The performance was a
stark contrast to the expec-
tations set by some of
Zalmi’s key players, as cap-
tain Babar Azam could only
muster 8 runs and Mitchell
Owen was dismissed
cheaply for just 1. However,

the batting depth ensured
the chase was completed
without any further hiccups.

On the bowling front,
Shahid Aziz was the only
bright spot for Multan, claim-
ing two wickets, but his ef-
forts were not enough to
stem the tide as Zalmi
cruised to victory.

Earlier in the day, Multan
Sultans, after winning the

toss, chose to bat first but
were left to rue their deci-
sion as they were bundled
out for a paltry 108 runs in
19.1 overs. 

Their batting line-up
crumbled under pressure,
with Tayyab Tahir top-scor-
ing with just 22 runs. Mo-
hammad Rizwan and Shai
Hope both contributed 17
runs each, but no batter

could anchor the innings as
wickets fell in quick succes-
sion.

Zalmi’s bowlers exe-
cuted their plans with preci-
sion. Ahmad Daniyal was
the standout performer with
three wickets, while Muaz
Sadaqat and Luke Wood
picked up two each. Ali
Raza, Saim Ayub, and
Alzarri Joseph chipped in
with one wicket apiece, as
they kept the Sultans under
constant pressure.

This loss marked Multan
Sultans’ eighth defeat of the
tournament, further plunging
their campaign into disarray
and leaving their playoff
hopes in tatters. For Zalmi,
the win was a crucial boost,
bringing them up to 8 points
from 8 matches. They now
face two must-win fixtures
against Karachi Kings and
Lahore Qalandars on May 8
and 9. With their playoff
hopes on the line, Zalmi
cannot afford to slip up in
these remaining games—
anything less than two victo-
ries could end their PSL 10
journey.

Zalmi crush Sultans by 
7 wickets to stay playoff race

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The Interna-
tional Cricket Council (ICC)
has released its latest up-
date to the men's Test and
One-Day International (ODI)
rankings, revealing subtle
shifts in team standings as
the cricketing world gears
up for a busy season. Aus-
tralia continues to lead the
Test rankings with 126 rat-
ing points, though its margin
at the top has slightly nar-
rowed, dropping from 15 to
13 points. England has
leapfrogged both South
Africa and India to claim the
second spot with 113
points, marking a significant
boost for Ben Stokes’ side
as they prepare for upcom-
ing series.

South Africa now sits in
third, while India has slipped
to fourth place in the Test
format. New Zealand holds
on to fifth, with Sri Lanka in
sixth. Pakistan has dropped
to seventh—a concerning

decline for the team as they
continue to seek stability in
the red-ball format. The
West Indies, Bangladesh,
and Zimbabwe round out
the bottom three, ranked
eighth, ninth, and tenth re-
spectively.

In the ODI rankings,
India remains firmly at the
top with 124 points, extend-
ing their lead as the most
consistent team in the 50-
over format. 

New Zealand has
climbed to second, nudging
Australia down to third. Sri
Lanka has secured the

fourth position, while Pak-
istan stands fifth, edging out
South Africa, who are now
sixth.

The rankings come at a
crucial time as teams pre-
pare for the upcoming inter-
national calendar, including
the ICC Champions Trophy
next year and several high-
stakes bilateral series. For
teams like Pakistan and
South Africa, the latest rank-
ings serve as a wake-up
call, while India and Aus-
tralia continue to consoli-
date their dominance across
formats.

Pakistan's position in latest
ICC test and ODI rankings

By our correspondent

MULTAN: Peshawar Zalmi all-rounder
Ahmed Daniyal has expressed confi-
dence in his team’s ability to secure victo-
ries in their final two matches of the on-
going tournament. Speaking at a
post-match press conference in Multan,
Daniyal conveyed the squad’s determina-
tion and focus, stressing that they are fully
committed to performing well in their re-
maining fixtures.

"I’ve played two matches now. The
whole team has worked hard, and we’re
trying to win the last two games," Daniyal
said, expressing his confidence in the
squad’s preparations and unity. He em-
phasized the strong sense of camaraderie
within the team, noting that everyone
backs each other, a sentiment that has
contributed to the team’s resilient spirit.

Daniyal, who has been contributing to
the team's efforts in multiple areas,
shared that he particularly enjoys batting
and is continuously working on improving
his skills in that domain. His all-round abil-
ity has been an asset for Zalmi, and he re-
mains committed to refining his game for

the challenges ahead.
While acknowledging the formidable

nature of the Multan Sultans, Daniyal reit-
erated the strength of Zalmi’s planning
and mindset. "Our planning and intent are
solid—we’ll try our best to win," he said,
underlining the team’s focus on executing
their strategy in the upcoming matches.

When asked about his captain, Babar
Azam, Daniyal had nothing but praise for
his leadership style. “I think Babar made
his own decisions—he always thinks
about the team,” Daniyal remarked. “This
is my first time playing under Babar’s cap-
taincy. He explains things well and leads
thoughtfully,” he added, highlighting the
trust and respect Babar commands within
the team.

Zalmi aim to win final two
matches, says Ahmed Daniyal

By our correspondent

MULTAN: Multan Sul-
tans’ batting coach, Julian
Wood, has voiced his dis-
appointment over the
team’s recent performance
following their third consec-
utive loss in the ongoing
season of the Pakistan
Super League (PSL). Ad-
dressing the media in Mul-
tan, Wood reflected on the

team's inability to recover
from early setbacks, high-
lighting the critical phase in
which they lost multiple
wickets in quick succession
during their latest match.

“We didn’t manage to
gain any momentum due to
the early wickets,” said
Wood, offering a candid as-
sessment of the team's
struggles. He acknowl-
edged that following a loss,
there is often a tendency to
look for changes, but cau-
tioned that no team can
perform well consistently if
it is constantly searching for
quick fixes.

Wood’s comments
came amid mounting frus-
tration over the team’s per-
formance, particularly as
expectations for the Sultans
continue to rise. The coach,
however, offered an apol-
ogy to the team’s fans, ex-
pressing regret for their in-
ability to deliver the results
that supporters had hoped
for. “I apologize to the fans.
We haven’t been able to
produce good results,”
Wood admitted, echoing
the disappointment felt by
many.

Despite the recent set-
backs, Wood remained op-
timistic about the team’s
ability to turn things around.
“We will work on our short-
comings,” he said, empha-
sizing the need for improve-
ment. 

“We’re not
happy with the
results,” says
Multan

Sultans' Coach

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

RAWALPINDI: Iran’s For-
eign Minister Seyed Abbas
Araghchi held crucial talks
with Pakistan’s Chief of
Army Staff (COAS), General
Syed Asim Munir, during a
high-level meeting at the
General Headquarters
(GHQ) on Monday. The dis-
cussions, as reported by the
Inter-Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR), centered on re-
gional security dynamics and
ways to enhance bilateral
cooperation between the two
nations.

The meeting focused on
the evolving geo-strategic
environment, with both Pak-
istan and Iran acknowledg-
ing the shared security chal-
lenges they face. One of the
key issues discussed was
the security mechanism
along the Pak-Iran border,
where both sides agreed on
the need for improved coor-

dination and more robust op-
erational responses. This co-
operation is seen as critical,
particularly in the context of
rising tensions in the region
and the need for swift, coor-
dinated action to mitigate po-
tential threats.

General Munir under-
scored the historical ties that
bind Pakistan and Iran, re-
ferring to the countries not
just as geographical neigh-
bors but as brotherly nations
united by centuries-old cul-
tural, historical, and religious
connections. He empha-

sized the importance of
strengthening mutual trust
and reinforcing cooperative
mechanisms to address
emerging security concerns
effectively. According to
ISPR, both leaders agreed
on the necessity of building
on these foundational ties to
ensure long-term stability in
the region.

Foreign Minister
Araghchi, in turn, praised
Pakistan’s ongoing role in
promoting peace and stabil-
ity within the region. He ex-
pressed appreciation for

Pakistan's commitment to
fostering constructive military
and diplomatic engagements
with Iran. The tone of the
meeting reflected a shared
desire to deepen the strate-
gic partnership between the
two countries, recognizing
the potential for collaboration
across various sectors, in-
cluding security, economic
development, and diplomatic
efforts.

The meeting comes at a
critical moment in South
Asian geopolitics, with ten-
sions between Pakistan and
India reaching new heights,
and a renewed emphasis on
securing borders and ad-
dressing cross-border
threats. As both nations look
towards fostering greater co-
operation, the outcomes of
this dialogue could have sig-
nificant implications for re-
gional security and diplo-
matic relations moving
forward. 

Araghchi, Munir discuss regional
security in crucial talks

COAS Asim Munir and Iranian FM Araghchi discuss border cooperation, 
emphasizing the need for deeper bilateral coordination

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Chinese
Ambassador to Pakistan
Chiang Kai-shek called on
President Asif Ali Zardari at
the Presidential Palace to
discuss bilateral ties and the
deteriorating Pakistan-India
situation. The meeting un-
derscored China’s consis-
tent support for Pakistan
and highlighted shared con-
cerns over India’s recent ac-
tions.

During the meeting,
President Zardari voiced
strong concern over what he
described as "irresponsible
and aggressive" statements
from the Indian government,
warning that India’s behavior
is threatening the peace and
stability of the entire region.
He thanked the Chinese
government for its steadfast
friendship and unwavering
support during critical times.

“The reckless posture of
the Indian government after
the Pahalgam incident is en-
dangering not only bilateral
relations but also regional
stability,” Zardari said, refer-

ring to the deadly April 22 at-
tack in Pahalgam that killed
26 tourists and has since
been followed by a flurry of
Indian accusations against
Pakistan.

Ambassador Chiang Kai-
shek reiterated China’s posi-
tion as Pakistan’s enduring
and trusted partner, calling
the two nations "iron broth-
ers" and stressing Beijing’s
support for peace and stabil-
ity in South Asia. “China will
always stand by Pakistan in
achieving our shared aspira-
tion for regional harmony

and prosperity,” he affirmed.
The ambassador also

expressed appreciation for
Pakistan’s diplomatic open-
ness in sharing its position
on the evolving situation. 

He emphasized that
China continues to closely
monitor developments and
supports dialogue over con-
frontation. President Zardari
reiterated this stance, de-
claring that water is a non-
negotiable lifeline for Pak-
istan and any interference
will be met with resolute na-
tional defence.

Zardari cautions 
India on peace risks, China

offers support Press Release

ISLAMABAD: The
Supreme Court of Pakistan
has completed its hearings
in the highly anticipated case
concerning the legality of try-
ing civilians in military courts.
The court has reserved its
verdict, which is expected to
be delivered within the
week. The decision will have
profound implications for
Pakistan's judicial system
and could significantly affect
the political trajectory of for-
mer Prime Minister Imran
Khan.

The proceedings of the
case were marked by inter-
nal divisions among the
lawyers representing Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI),
with cracks emerging in the
party’s legal defense. Senior
counsel Khawaja Haris, a
prominent figure within PTI’s
legal team, notably under-
mined key arguments put
forth by his colleagues
aligned with the party. His
critiques exposed weak-
nesses in the overall de-
fense strategy, leaving PTI’s
position increasingly fragile.

On the other side, the At-
torney General of Pakistan
put forth a robust defense of
military trials, arguing that
such proceedings are consti-
tutionally valid under the cur-
rent security situation. He
emphasized that military
courts are necessary to
maintain national stability,
especially given the recent
spate of violent attacks on
military installations. This
stance is rooted in the claim
that civilian courts are ill-
equipped to handle cases
related to national security in
times of heightened unrest.

SC to decide
fate of civilian
trials in military

courts

By Uzma Ehtasham

KARACHI: Bangladesh
and Pakistan have signifi-
cant untapped potential for
collaboration in the pharma-
ceutical sector, with discus-
sions held in Karachi on 5
May 2025 between
Bangladesh Deputy High
Commissioner S.M. Mah-
bubul Alam and the visiting
President, Senior Vice Pres-
ident, and office bearers of
the Rawalpindi Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(RCCI). 

The meeting focused on
promoting bilateral trade and
investment, particularly in
the pharmaceutical industry.
Present at the discussion
were prominent business fig-
ures, including Sohail Altaf,
Hamza Tabani (Chairman of
Tabani Group), and Hatim
Tabani (CEO of Tabani
Group). RCCI President
Usman Shaukat, Senior Vice
President Khalid Farooq
Qazi, and Vice President
Fahad Barlas expressed
keen interest in enhancing
trade relations between

Bangladesh and Pakistan. 
The RCCI President

highlighted an existing Mem-
orandum of Understanding
(MoU) between RCCI and
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI)
aimed at fostering mutually
beneficial trade and com-
mercial ties. A major point of
discussion was the potential
collaboration between the
two nations in the pharma-
ceutical industry.

Deputy High Commis-
sioner Alam shared that
Bangladesh is home to over
300 advanced pharmaceuti-
cal companies and that the
country exports its pharma-
ceutical products to more
than 80 countries globally.
He further noted that

Bangladesh meets 97 per-
cent of its domestic pharma-
ceutical needs and is devel-
oping a dedicated Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredient
(API) industrial zone. 

The Deputy High Com-
missioner extended an invi-
tation for business delega-
tions from RCCI to visit
Bangladesh and encour-
aged deeper interactions be-
tween business chambers
and entrepreneurs of both
nations. Emphasizing the im-
portance of stronger people-
to-people connections, he
assured the Bangladesh
Deputy High Commission’s
full support in fostering
stronger trade and economic
relations between the two
countries.

Bangladesh, Pakistan
discuss untapped

potential in pharma sector

By Imtiaz Hussain

SUKKUR: Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (IGP) Sindh
Ghulam Nabi Memon has or-
dered the suspension of 50
police officers and personnel
across multiple districts in a
sweeping move aimed at re-

forming the force and restor-
ing public confidence. 

The suspended individu-
als, including several SHOs,
sub-inspectors, head consta-
bles, and constables, have
been instructed to report to “B
Company PHQ Garden,
South Zone Karachi” without

delay. The action affects offi-
cers from various regions of
Sindh, including Karachi,
Larkana, Sukkur, and Mirpur
Khas. According to the official
notification, while the sus-
pended personnel will con-
tinue to receive their salaries
and allowances as per depart-

mental rules, they are barred
from resuming their previous
assignments until further no-
tice. This disciplinary crack-
down follows the outcome of
an internal inquiry triggered by
a surge in complaints regard-
ing misconduct, corruption,
and negligence. 

IGP Sindh suspends 50 officers in reform push By ISPR/
Asghar Ali Mubarak

RAWALPINDI: Security
forces in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa have success-
fully eliminated eight militants
during a series of targeted
operations, underscoring the
region's ongoing battle
against cross-border terror-
ism. According to a state-
ment from the ISPR, the op-

erations, which took place
over May 4 and 5, focused
on foreign militants sus-
pected of orchestrating at-
tacks on civilians and secu-
rity forces.

One of the key operations
occurred in Mir Ali, North
Waziristan, where three for-
eign militants were killed in a
major intelligence-based
raid. This success was fol-
lowed by a series of intense

confrontations in South
Waziristan, where two more
militants were gunned down
during a fierce exchange of
fire. 

Tragically, the operation
also saw the loss of Naik Mu-
jahid Khan, a 40-year-old sol-
dier from Kohat district, who
was martyred in the line of
duty. ISPR hailed his bravery
and sacrifice, recognizing his
dedication to the country’s

fight against terror.
In separate clashes, se-

curity forces engaged foreign
militants in the Khyber and
Bannu districts, resulting in
the deaths of three additional
suspects. The operations,
which also led to the recov-
ery of weapons, ammunition,
and explosive materials,
painted a chilling picture of
the militants' preparedness
for further violence.

Forces intensify anti-terror ops, 
kills 8 militants

News Desk

RIYADH: The Organi-
zation of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) has expressed
deep concern over the de-
teriorating security situa-
tion in South Asia, which is
further escalating due to
baseless accusations
made by India against
Pakistan. 

The OIC group has
condemned all forms of
terrorism, stressing that
the region, already unsta-
ble, is facing heightened
tensions.

In a statement, the OIC
pointed out that the long-
standing Kashmir dispute
remains a core issue af-
fecting peace and security
in the region.

OIC urges India to
halt provocative

rhetoric 


