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News Desk

NEW DEHLI: India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister,
Jayant Shankar, has publicly
acknowledged the role
played by the United States
in helping reduce tensions
between New Delhi and Is-
lamabad, offering rare clarity
on the behind-the-scenes
diplomacy that helped avert
a deeper crisis in South
Asia.

Speaking during a recent
interview, Shankar ad-
dressed growing speculation
about international involve-
ment in the ongoing India-
Pakistan dialogue, particu-
larly in the wake of a
recently activated hotline be-
tween the two countries.
While he emphasized that
communication between
India and Pakistan remains
direct and sovereign, he
made it clear that Washing-
ton’s engagement was sig-
nificant.

According to Shankar,

Vice President J.D. Vence
maintained contact with
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi during the critical
phase of talks, while U.S.
Secretary of State Marco
Rubio was actively engaged
in discussions with Indian of-
ficials. At the same time,
American diplomatic chan-
nels remained open to Is-
lamabad, with U.S. envoys
reaching out to Pakistani
leadership in a parallel track
of communication.

The foreign minister was
careful, however, to place

Washington’s role within a
broader international con-
text. He noted that the U.S.
was not acting alone, point-
ing to efforts from multiple
nations who expressed con-
cern and attempted to facili-
tate stability. “When two
large and neighboring coun-
tries face friction, it is only
natural for the international
community to show interest
and offer support,” he said,
underlining the diplomatic
norms that guide such inter-
ventions.

Despite these interna-

tional efforts, Shankar was
unequivocal in asserting that
the ceasefire was ultimately
the result of a direct agree-
ment between India and
Pakistan. “The decision to
step back from the brink was
ours to make. The ceasefire
is a bilateral arrangement,
shaped through our own
channels and for our own re-
gional interest,” he said.

His comments come at a
time when both countries re-
main under intense scrutiny
from their own citizens and
from observers abroad,
many of whom continue to
question the stability of the
fragile peace. The acknowl-
edgment of U.S. involve-
ment offers insight into the
diplomatic balancing act
being performed by New
Delhi—reassuring domestic
audiences of its sovereignty
while recognizing the strate-
gic value of international
partnerships in de-escalat-
ing potentially volatile situa-
tions.

India thanks US for facilitating
peace with Pakistan

Shankar dismissed rumors of international interference in
India-Pakistan talks, emphasizing the renewed hotline as a direct and

sovereign channel for dialogue

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

RAWALPINDI: The re-
cent Core Commanders
Conference (CCC), chaired
by Field Marshal Syed Asim
Munir, strongly condemned
the brutal attack in Khuzdar
that claimed the lives of four
innocent children and two
civilians. The conference de-
scribed the incident as a
heinous act carried out by
proxies supported and
backed by India.

The meeting began with a
solemn tribute to the martyrs
of Operation Bunyan Marsos
and those lost in the Khuzdar
terrorist attack. Participants
reiterated that targeting inno-
cent civilians and children is a
grave violation of humanity
and international law. Field
Marshal Munir praised the
unwavering support of the
Pakistani people, calling
them the true source of the
armed forces’ strength.

Munir affirmed the mili-
tary’s resolve to counter ex-
ternal aggression, terrorism,
and extremism with the full
confidence of the nation be-
hind them. The forum ac-
knowledged the sacrifices of
those who laid down their
lives defending Pakistan’s
sovereignty against India’s
unprovoked aggression, vow-
ing that their blood would not

be shed in vain. Protecting
the people remains the
armed forces’ highest priority.

Commanders recognized
the strategic leadership and
steadfast vision of the army
chief, congratulating him on
receiving the prestigious field
marshal rank. They reviewed
the current security environ-
ment and highlighted the suc-
cess of Operation Bunyan
Marsos, praising the armed
forces’ professionalism, coor-
dination, and the public’s
strong support.

The conference also com-
mended the role of Pakistani
media and information war-
riors for standing firm against
Indian propaganda, misinfor-
mation, and war hysteria.
Their efforts in presenting
facts accurately and main-
taining public confidence
were widely appreciated.

Pakistani youth’s energy
and active participation were

celebrated for uplifting the na-
tional spirit and effectively
promoting the country’s nar-
rative. Political leadership
was also praised for its fore-
sight and unwavering guid-
ance during this critical
phase.

The commanders
stressed that India’s contin-
ued use of proxy groups to
destabilize Pakistan, includ-
ing recent attacks masked by
incidents like the Pahalgam
event, will not be tolerated.

India was described as
the true perpetrator of terror-
ism and regional instability,
despite portraying itself as a
victim. The forum underlined
the close coordination be-
tween armed forces, intelli-
gence agencies, and law en-
forcement to firmly confront
terrorist proxies and their fa-
cilitators, vowing to eliminate
elements spreading fear and
unrest.

3Cs blame India-backed
proxies for Khuzdar

carnage
Field Marshal Munir hailed the steadfast

support of the Pakistani people as the vital backbone
of the nation’s armed forces

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: The Inter-
national Monetary Fund
(IMF) has reaffirmed its com-
mitment to supporting Pak-
istan’s economic recovery
and long-term development.
In a recent meeting with
Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif, the IMF delegation
expressed satisfaction with
the progress Pakistan has
made under the ongoing
economic reform program.

The Fund acknowledged
Pakistan’s strides in stabiliz-
ing the economy and sig-
naled its readiness to remain
a reliable partner in its path
to fiscal sustainability. Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif, for
his part, underscored that
Pakistan is now shifting from
stabilization to growth. He
vowed to accelerate the mo-
mentum on both macroeco-
nomic and institutional re-
forms, pledging that his
government will maintain
discipline and transparency
as it pursues structural im-
provements in key sectors.

The prime minister also
held a separate high-level
meeting with a delegation
from the World Bank, led by
Managing Director of Opera-

tions, Ana Bejar De. In the
meeting, Shehbaz Sharif
hailed the World Bank as a
crucial development partner,
noting that the partnership
has paved the way for over
$20 billion in planned devel-
opment investments across
Pakistan. He stressed that
practical measures are al-
ready being rolled out to en-
sure that the impact of these
investments is felt directly by
the public, particularly in un-
derserved areas.

Shehbaz Sharif also took
the opportunity to reflect on
the 2022 floods, which dis-
placed millions and inflicted
widespread damage to infra-
structure and livelihoods. He
praised the World Bank’s
swift and substantial support
for flood victims, saying the
international community’s

solidarity had been vital dur-
ing the crisis. World Bank
Managing Director Ana Bejar
De commended Pakistan’s
recent macroeconomic
progress, describing its sta-
bility as “exemplary.”

MD WB reaffirmed the
World Bank’s commitment to
deepen collaboration with
Pakistan and highlighted the
positive trajectory of reforms
being implemented under
their country partnership
framework. The meeting
was also attended by World
Bank Country Director Najee
Benhassine, key federal
ministers, and members of
parliament, reflecting the
depth of multilateral engage-
ment as Pakistan seeks to
steer itself toward sustain-
able development and inclu-
sive growth.

IMF vows ongoing support
for Pakistan’s economic

recovery
The IMF acknowledged Pakistan’s economic

stabilization efforts and pledged continued partnership
on the country’s journey toward fiscal sustainability
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WASHINGTON: The
fatal shooting of two Israeli
Embassy employees in
Washington has intensified
global scrutiny of Israel’s ac-
tions in Gaza, with fresh out-
rage directed at what many
see as an unchecked cam-
paign of terror against Pales-
tinian civilians.

Elias Rodriguez, 31, of
Chicago, is now facing
charges of first-degree mur-
der and terrorism-related of-
fenses after allegedly killing
Yaron Lischinsky, 30, and
Sarah Milgrim, 26, during a
high-profile Jewish reception
at the Capital Jewish Mu-
seum on Wednesday night.
Upon arrest, Rodriguez re-
portedly told police: “I did it
for Palestine, I did it for
Gaza.” These words have
not only propelled federal
prosecutors to classify the
case as a potential hate
crime and act of domestic
terrorism, but they’ve also
sparked renewed debate
over the United States’ com-
plicity in the Gaza conflict.

One of the Middle East
experts called into question
the dominant narrative being
pushed in US media. One
prominent regional analyst
recalled the 1996 bombing
outside Israel’s London em-

bassy, which was initially
blamed on Palestinian ac-
tivists but later revealed by
MI6 to be the handiwork of
Mossad itself. “History has
taught us that immediate
conclusions often mask
deeper geopolitical manipu-
lations,” the analyst said.
Mossad’s bombing at Israeli
embassy in London, Israel’s
the then government suc-
cessfully achieve its political
score.

The brutality of the
Washington attack, de-
scribed in an FBI affidavit,
revealed that Milgrim was
shot repeatedly while at-
tempting to escape. Federal
agents raided Rodriguez’s
home in tactical gear, re-
trieving evidence, including
the 9mm handgun believed

to have been used. Ro-
driguez had flown to Wash-
ington just a day earlier with
the weapon checked in his
luggage, suggesting a calcu-
lated plan of action.

Though the incident is
undeniably tragic, it is un-
folding against the backdrop
of what many humanitarian
observers have condemned
as a mass massacre in
Gaza. Since October, over
35,000 Palestinians—many
of them children and
women—have been killed in
relentless Israeli airstrikes,
while food, water, and med-
ical supplies remain block-
aded. Entire neighborhoods
have been reduced to rubble
as the world watches in si-
lence, or worse, in complic-
ity.

Israeli Embassy attack
reignites global anger over

Gaza offensive
A regional analyst cited the 1996 Israel embassy
bombing in London—first blamed on Palestinians,
but later traced by MI6 to Mossad—as a cautionary

tale in the politics of blame

By our correspondent

KARACHI: The National
Electric Power Regulatory
Authority (NEPRA) has con-
cluded the public hearing on
K-Electric’s monthly fuel cost
adjustment for March and
reserved its decision. The
hearing, chaired by
NEPRA’S chairman, fo-
cused on K-Electric’s re-
quest to reduce the fuel cost
adjustment (FCA) by Rs5.02
per unit.

NEPRA clarified that if
approved, the reduction
would apply only to June
bills and would affect all K-
Electric consumers, exclud-
ing those in the lifeline and
protected categories. Pre-
paid users and electric vehi-
cle charging stations would
also benefit from the adjust-
ment. NEPRA stated it
would review further data
before issuing a detailed rul-
ing.

During the hearing, con-
sumers expressed frustra-
tion, claiming that NEPRA
fails to enforce its own con-
sumer service rules. Many
said their electricity bills re-
main unexamined despite
repeated complaints, while
severe load-shedding has hit
Karachi with the onset of
summer. Questions were
raised about why NEPRA
has not penalized K-Electric
for the worsening power out-
ages.

A NEPRA member ques-
tioned K-Electric officials on
the inconsistency of power
cuts, pointing out that con-
nections remain uninter-
rupted in winter but load-
shedding intensifies in
summer. The member chal-
lenged K-Electric’s distribu-
tion conditions, saying the
reality on the ground contra-
dicts the company’s claims.

Concerns were also
raised over K-Electric’s
stockpile of Rs500 million
worth of furnace oil. NEPRA
asked why the plants are not
operational despite the avail-
able fuel. K-Electric re-
sponded that the stock is
needed as a backup, to run
alternative plants if any unit
shuts down. The Karachi
Chamber of Commerce rep-
resentative urged NEPRA to
find solutions to the crippling
load-shedding during the hot
months.

K-Electric’s fuel
cost plea awaits
NEPRA ruling
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NEW DEHLI: Rahul
Gandhi, the senior leader of
India’s Congress Party and
opposition figure in the Lok
Sabha, has openly chal-
lenged PrimeMinister Naren-
dra Modi to stop what he de-
scribes as “empty speeches”
and provide concrete an-
swers on key issues affecting
India’s national dignity and
foreign policy.

Addressing Modi directly,
Gandhi demanded clarity on
three pressing questions that
have become focal points in
the political debate following
recent developments in the
India-Pakistan ceasefire.
Gandhi’s criticism comes

after a brief period of opposi-
tion support for Modi’s gov-
ernment during Operation
Sindoor, an initiative aimed at
de-escalating tensions along
the border.

However, this goodwill
quickly dissipated following
the announcement of the

ceasefire, with Gandhi inten-
sifying his attacks, accusing
Modi of failing to protect
India’s interests on the inter-
national stage. On the social
media platform X, formerly
known as Twitter, Gandhi
called on Modi to move be-
yond rhetoric and respond di-

rectly to his pointed queries.
His first question high-

lighted concern over Modi’s
apparent acceptance of Pak-
istan’s official statements on
terrorism without sufficient
skepticism, suggesting a
troubling lack of assertive-
ness. The second questioned
why Modi appeared to priori-
tize appeasing former US
President Donald Trump,
even if it meant compromis-
ing India’s own interests and
dignity.

Gandhi’s third query ac-
cused Modi of showing out-
rage only when cameras are
present, implying that his
public displays of anger are
more performative than sub-
stantive.

Rahul calls on Modi to move
beyond rhetoric on key issues
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LONDON: In the heart of
London, far from the sub-
continent’s borders and po-
litical barbs, citizens of Pak-
istan and India stood side by
side, offering a moment of
unity that felt almost
unimaginable against the
backdrop of their nations’
enduring tensions. Just days
ago, in a modest but moving
public gathering, people
from both countries came to-
gether not in protest, but in
peace—singing, embracing,
and imagining a future un-
burdened by hostility.

Amid the chill of a typical
British spring, the warmth
was unmistakable. Men,
women, and children arrived
draped in green and saffron,
holding their flags not in op-
position, but in tandem.
What unfolded was not cho-
reographed by governments
or scripted by diplomats, but
shaped by the quiet determi-

nation of ordinary people.
They sang peace songs in
unison. They recited both
national anthems with re-
spect. And for a brief, lumi-
nous moment, they laid
down the narratives of en-
mity to make space for a
common dream.

The event may have
lacked grandeur, but its
message rang louder than
any official summit. The
smiles exchanged, the hugs
shared, and the laughter
that echoed were more than
gestures—they were acts of

resistance against the poli-
tics of division. As one
young woman said with a
tearful smile, “We grew up
hearing we were enemies.
But here, we’re just people.
Just neighbors who want
peace.”

There were no speeches
from politicians. No media
frenzy. No security barri-
cades. Just citizens, shoul-
der to shoulder, determined
to remind themselves and
each other that diplomacy
doesn’t only belong to gov-
ernments.

Pakistanis, Indians unite in
song for peace in London

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari, chairman
of the Pakistan People’s
Party (PPP), recently met
with the US chargé d’af-
faires Natalie Baker at
Zardari House in Islam-
abad, where discussions
centered on reinforcing
the bilateral relationship
between Pakistan and the
United States. The meet-
ing reflected a shared in-
tent to deepen coopera-
tion across various fronts,
signaling an ongoing com-
mitment to diplomatic en-
gagement amid a complex
regional landscape.

During the conversa-
tion, Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari acknowledged the
role of former US Presi-
dent Donald Trump in fa-
cilitating the recent cease-
fire agreement between
India and Pakistan, de-
scribing it as a commend-
able effort. This recogni-
tion highlighted the PPP
leader’s appreciation for
the diplomatic interven-
tions that have contributed
to easing tensions in
South Asia, a region fre-
quently marked by volatil-
ity.

The PPP chairman
also underscored Pak-
istan’s desire to stabilize
and expand trade rela-
tions with the United
States, indicating a focus
on economic collaboration
as a vital component of
the bilateral agenda. He
stressed that improving
trade ties would not only
benefit Pakistan’s econ-
omy but also strengthen
mutual interests, fostering
a more resilient partner-
ship.

Furthermore, Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari reiterated
Pakistan’s commitment to
working alongside the
United States to address
and resolve regional con-
flicts. He emphasized that
cooperation between the
two countries is essential
for promoting peace and
stability in a region fraught
with challenges. This
statement echoed a
broader diplomatic vision
that views collaboration as
the key to achieving long-
term security and prosper-
ity.

The meeting at Zardari
House thus showcased
both parties’ readiness to
engage constructively, re-
flecting an understanding
that sustained dialogue
and partnership remain
crucial as Pakistan and
the United States navigate
shared geopolitical and
economic concerns.

Bilawal
discusses

Pak-US ties
with US envoy
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JAMMU, IIOJ&K: State
violence by Indian forces
continues in occupied
Kashmir, with two young
men reportedly killed in
the Kishtwar district, ac-
cording to local Kashmiri
media.

The youths were tar-
geted under the guise of a
search and cordon opera-
tion, a tactic frequently
used by Indian forces in the
region.

Reports from Srinagar
say the area was sealed off
before house-to-house
searches were launched.

Indian forces
kill two young
men in Kashmir



Top Khawarij-linked operatives
captured in Karachi

News Desk

KARACHI: In a major counter-terrorism breakthrough, three highly wanted mili-
tants affiliated with the proscribed Fitna al-Khawarij group were arrested during a joint
operation by Pakistan Rangers Sindh and the Counter-Terrorism Department (CTD)
in Mehran Town, Korangi, Karachi. According to a Rangers spokesperson, the oper-
ation was based on classified intelligence and led to the recovery of weapons, am-
munition, and explosive materials.

The arrested suspects have been identified as Noor Muhammad, Nimetullah, and
Saberullah, all of whom were reportedly trained militants deployed to Karachi with
clear directives to carry out extortion, targeted killings, and terrorist attacks. These
individuals are linked to commander Roman Rais and the Islam Deen faction of Fitna
al-Khawarij.

Noor Muhammad was allegedly involved in multiple acts of extortion, target
killings, and pre-attack surveillance of key locations in the city. Investigators claim he
joined the Islam Deen group in 2022 and has been actively engaged in planning vio-
lent activities.

Nimetullah, described as a long-time operative, admitted to joining the Mufti Noor
Wali faction of the group in 2018. He received military training in Afghanistan and was
involved in terrorist operations in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa. He had also been previously
arrested in 2019 for terrorism-related charges.

Meanwhile, Saberullah, another militant tied to the Mufti Noor Wali group since
2018, is said to have been responsible for disseminating videos and propaganda im-
ages of Fitna al-Khawarij’s activities across social media. Authorities believe he was
actively plotting attacks in Karachi.

MQM-P senator accuses Sindh
govt of ignoring water woes

By Our Correspondent

KARACHI: Senior leader of Muttahida Qaumi Movement Pakistan (MQM-P), Sen-
ator Nasreen Jalil, has voiced strong condemnation of the ongoing severe water cri-
sis in Karachi. In a forceful statement, she accused the Sindh government and the
Water Corporation of deliberately neglecting the city’s water infrastructure, resulting
in widespread shortages that leave residents without essential water supplies for
weeks.

Senator Jalil described frequent pipe bursts and prolonged disruptions as a re-
flection of “clear ill intent” by those in authority. She further criticized what she termed
a collusive alliance between the provincial government, Water Corporation, and the
tanker mafia, which she blamed for exacerbating the crisis during a period of extreme
heat when access to water is critical.

Highlighting the economic significance of Karachi, she lamented the deliberate
deprivation of water in vital areas including Landhi, Korangi, Malir, Shah Faisal
Colony, Mahmoodabad, Burns Road, Lyari, Baldia Town, Orangi, Gulshan-e-Iqbal,
Gulistan-e-Johar, Nazimabad, North Karachi, and Surjani Town. According to her,
these areas have been sacrificed to serve vested interests, while Karachi, the back-
bone of Pakistan’s economy, continues to pay heavy taxes from pipelines to ports yet
remains neglected.

Senator Jalil called upon the federal government to urgently intervene and address
the crisis, stressing the need to restore water access and alleviate the suffering of
Karachi’s residents. She urged immediate action to heal the wounds of a metropolis
she described as betrayed by bias and malice.

Zahid Chaner assumes
leadership of Sukkur board

By our correspondent

KARACHI: Professor Zahid Chaner, the dean at Sindh Madressa Islamia Univer-
sity, has been appointed as the new chairman of the Sukkur Board, marking a signif-
icant transition in the board’s leadership. His appointment follows the completion of
two years by the former chairman, Rafiq Ahmad Pal, who stepped down and chose
not to pursue his legal case, resulting in the dismissal of his petition by the court.

Professor Chaner’s selection came after a thorough recommendation process con-
ducted by the search committee, which identified him as the suitable candidate to
lead the board. However, his formal appointment faced delays due to ongoing legal
proceedings and a stay order initiated by the former chairman, which had temporar-
ily halted the leadership transition.

With the legal obstacles now removed, Professor Chaner is set to assume his new
role as chairman of the Sukkur Board. His leadership is expected to bring fresh di-
rection and stability to the board’s operations, as he takes charge amid hopes for con-
tinued progress in educational administration and governance in the region.

Sindh PA debates Karachi
illegal construction fiasco

By Salman Shah

KARACHI: In a recent session of the Sindh Assembly, lawmakers engaged in a
heated discussion over the growing menace of illegal constructions across Karachi
and the pervasive corruption that enables them. MQM-P’s MPA Fozia Hameed raised
pressing questions about accountability, asking how many government officials had
responded to show-cause notices and how many had actually faced consequences.

Fozia Hameed pushed for stricter penalties, arguing that fines must be hefty
enough to disincentivise bribery and corruption. Responding to the concerns, Provin-
cial Minister for Local Government Saeed Ghani admitted that illegal construction was
perhaps the most pressing issue facing Karachi—one that extended well beyond the
city’s central district. He acknowledged the depth of the problem and announced that
demolition operations would be outsourced to third-party contractors in a bid to seal
off the avenues for bribery within government departments.

Ghani reiterated that outsourcing would allow the government to distance itself
from operational loopholes that enable corruption. MQM-P’s Jamal Ahmed questioned
the absence of the Sindh Building Control Authority (SBCA) during the construction
phase and called for better disaster preparedness, especially in the event of earth-
quakes. He urged the government to launch awareness campaigns, to which Ghani
responded that such campaigns had been initiated and would be amplified through
advertisements and grassroots outreach via local representatives.

The issue of institutional responsibility came into focus when MQM-P’s Adil Askari
bluntly asked who should be held accountable for Karachi’s illegal buildings. Ghani
deflected blame onto the past, pointing out that the problem had persisted over the
last 17 years, even during periods when MQM-P itself was part of the ruling coalition.
Hameed, however, fired back, branding the SBCA as “the most corrupt department in
the province.”

Ghani maintained that the provincial government was genuinely committed to tack-
ling the crisis. He underscored the plan to transfer inspection duties to third-party bod-
ies as part of systemic reforms. Meanwhile, Jamaat-e-Islami’s Mohammad Farooq
stressed the city’s vastness and SBCA’s limited capacity, calling for the introduction
of a tech-based oversight system. Ghani confirmed that an online complaint platform
was already active, with 670 complaints filed to date.

Greenwich University hosts
panel on combating fake news

By Our Correspondent

KARACHI: The Department of Media, Art & Design at Greenwich University or-
ganised a compelling panel discussion titled “Navigating Fake News in the Digital
Era” on Thursday at its DHA campus. The event brought together prominent journal-
ists, editors, and media professionals to address the growing challenge of misinfor-
mation and disinformation in Pakistan’s rapidly evolving digital landscape.

Held in the university auditorium, the event attracted a diverse audience including
students, scholars, and media practitioners, all of whom participated in insightful dis-
cussions around journalistic ethics, the responsibilities of the media, and the crucial
role of digital literacy. The discussion was divided into two sessions. The first, mod-
erated by Dr. Sundus Basharat Ahmad, Assistant Professor at DHA Suffa University,
featured senior journalists such as Mubashir Mir, Mazhar Abbas, Tariq Moin Siddiqui,
and Syeda Hoor Shumail.

This session highlighted the rapid spread of misinformation and emphasized the
ethical obligation of journalists to uphold fact-based, impartial reporting. The second
session, led by broadcast journalist Iqbal Jamil, focused on digital journalism and
media literacy. Panelists included Manzar Naqvi, Syed Khalid Mehmood, Muhammad
Nazakat Ali, and Ali Asghar.

The panel discussed strategies to detect and counter fake news on social media
and called for stronger collaboration among media outlets, academic institutions, and
civil society to nurture critical thinking and protect the integrity of information.

An interactive question-and-answer session allowed attendees to engage directly
with the panelists, fostering a lively exchange of ideas. In closing remarks, Iqbal Jamil
and Greenwich University faculty reaffirmed their commitment to promoting ethical
journalism and announced plans to organize further initiatives aimed at advancing re-
sponsible media practices in Pakistan.
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By Our Correspondent

KARACHI: A key meeting
held on 21 May 2025 be-
tween Pakistani timber trade
representatives and Tyrell
Walker, Head of Economic
Affairs at the US Consulate in
Karachi, signalled a potential
breakthrough in boosting bi-
lateral cooperation within the
timber sector.

The session focused on
addressing trade barriers and
strengthening ties between
timber industries in both
countries. Central to the dis-
cussion was the commitment
by the US government to for-
mally engage Pakistan’s De-
partment of Plant Protection,
with the aim of reducing pro-

cedural restrictions that cur-
rently hinder Pakistani timber
traders. These restrictions
have been a longstanding
concern, often delaying ship-
ments and complicating im-
port processes.

Currently, around 27% of
timber imported by Pakistan
comes from the United
States, and traders are look-
ing to expand this share in re-
sponse to rising domestic de-
mand. Representatives from
the Pakistani side empha-

sized the urgency of
smoother trade mechanisms
to meet growing infrastruc-
ture and construction sector
needs.

In a positive development,
Tyrell Walker agreed in prin-
ciple to facilitate visits by US
timber professionals, suppli-
ers, and industry experts to
Pakistan. These exchanges
are expected to enable prac-
tical, on-ground dialogue and
promote technical coopera-
tion, ultimately benefiting both
markets.

The meeting was at-
tended by leading Pakistani
timber trade figures, including
Mukhtar Hussain, Mushtaq
Vali Muhammad, Ayub Khan,
Rizwan Bangash, Muzamil

Goa Wala, Mushtaq Wali
Muhammad, andMazhar An-
jarwala. The participants col-
lectively expressed optimism
about the renewed focus on
this key trade relationship.

With the groundwork laid
for regulatory dialogue and
industry visits, the timber sec-
tor may soon see a stronger,
more structured channel of
collaboration — a move that
could pave the way for
broader US-Pakistan eco-
nomic engagement.

US to work with
Pakistan on easing

timber trade restrictions

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: As Pak-
istan and the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) en-
gage in delicate negotiations
over the 2025-26 budget,
the government has formally
sought relief measures
aimed at easing pressure on
the real estate sector and
salaried individuals. Sources
familiar with the discussions
reveal that Islamabad has
requested a reduction in the
super tax rate alongside
concessions for property,
construction, and allied in-
dustries.

These demands form
part of a broader appeal
from various economic sec-
tors, including the salaried
class, each seeking financial

respite amid growing eco-
nomic challenges. So far,
the IMF has neither ac-
cepted nor rejected these re-
quests, maintaining a cau-
tious stance while seeking
more clarity. According to in-
siders at the Federal Board
of Revenue (FBR), the tax
authority’s annual revenue
target for the coming fiscal

year is expected to be set
with two key components in
mind.

The government has pro-
posed a revenue target ex-
ceeding 14 trillion Pakistani
rupees, a figure that reflects
ambitious expectations amid
a strained economy. FBR of-
ficials also note that the IMF
is closely examining poten-

tial revenues from ongoing
legal cases related to tax
disputes. Currently, tax-re-
lated cases amounting to
approximately 770 billion ru-
pees are pending across
various courts, with deci-
sions on cases worth around
250 billion rupees expected
by the end of June.

The remaining 500 billion
rupees in contested
amounts may only be re-
solved in the next fiscal
year. This backlog of cases
presents both a challenge
and an opportunity for Pak-
istan’s revenue authorities,
as pending court rulings
could significantly impact
tax collections. Despite
these developments,
sources indicate that no firm
agreement has yet been

reached between Pakistan’s
economic team and the IMF
regarding tax relief meas-
ures.

The government remains
committed to honoring its
obligations under the IMF
program, with any final deci-
sions expected to be mutu-
ally agreed upon. The fund
continues to request de-
tailed data, comprehensive
revenue strategies, and as-
surances from Islamabad
before considering conces-
sions. Alongside discus-
sions about tax relief, the
IMF has reiterated its calls
for Pakistan to reduce
provincial expenditures, en-
hance overall revenue col-
lection, and take concrete
steps to enforce agricultural
income tax.

By Aziz Khatri

KARACHI: The Associa-
tion of Trade and Industries
– Federal B Industrial Area
hosted a meeting with
Karachi’s top traffic official.
The event brought together
DIG Traffic Karachi Pir
Muhammad Shah and SSP
Traffic Central Qamar
Abbas Rizvi with key repre-
sentatives from the indus-
trial area, including its Pres-
ident Sheikh Muhammad
Tahseen, Vice President
Abdullah Abid, and CEO
Development Babar.

The delegation raised
long-standing concerns
about the lack of pedestrian
infrastructure in the area,
particularly the absence of
zebra crossings and pedes-
trian bridges on major
roads. They noted that this
gap puts women and chil-
dren at risk and has led to
frequent accidents. The
delegation also expressed

a strong desire to see Fed-
eral B Industrial Area de-
veloped into a model indus-
trial zone and assured full
cooperation with the city’s
traffic police in achieving
this goal.

DIG Traffic Karachi
thanked the organizers for
the invitation and re-
sponded positively to the
proposals. “We will resolve
all problems together,” he
said. “Traffic police is com-
mitted to modernizing our
systems in line with pres-
ent-day needs and technol-
ogy.” He highlighted that
advanced cameras are
being installed on key
roads across the city to aid
in traffic management.

These cameras will also
enable the implementation
of faceless ticketing — a
system aimed at reducing
direct confrontations and
increasing transparency.

DIG Rizvi also stressed
the importance of road
safety training. As part of
new measures, drivers
seeking heavy transport ve-
hicle (HTV) licences will
now be required to com-
plete a 30-hour training
course. Responding to the
delegation’s suggestions,
he added, “Your proposals
are excellent, and traffic po-
lice will fully cooperate with
you in making Federal B In-
dustrial Area safer and bet-
ter managed.”

Industrial leaders
hold talks with Karachi’s

top traffic officials
By Imtiaz Hussain

SUKKUR: Commis-
sioner of Sukkur Division,
Fayaz Hussain Abbasi, has
called for stronger coordina-
tion between departments
to eliminate polio, stressing
that the fight against the
virus must be treated as a
shared national duty, not
just another government as-
signment.

Chairing a meeting of the
divisional task force on polio
eradication, Commissioner

Abbasi commended the per-
formance of vaccination
teams across the region, but
urged them to maintain mo-
mentum. He specifically
called for enhanced access
to families who consistently
refuse vaccinations, sug-
gesting that the deployment
of female police officers
could help in overcoming
such resistance.

Abbasi directed deputy
commissioners of Sukkur,
Khairpur, and Ghotki to in-
troduce a district-level per-
formance scorecard for
polio teams, similar to the
provincial model, and asked
that any operational issues
during campaigns be imme-
diately reported to senior of-
ficials including the SSP,

DC, and his own office.
“The work of polio teams

is not a job, it is a service to
the nation,” he said, calling
for better administrative
skills among health officials.
He warned that failing to uti-
lize field staff during cam-
paigns reflects poorly on
local leadership and di-
rected disciplinary action
against absentee health em-
ployees, with reports to be
filed with higher authorities.

Abbasi also ordered the
regional director of the Peo-

ple’s Primary Healthcare Ini-
tiative (PPHI) to ensure that
all EPI centers in the divi-
sion are fully functional.
Many of these centers,
which are under PPHI’s su-
pervision, have faced
staffing shortages, leaving
communities underserved.

The meeting was at-
tended by senior officials
from health, education,
WHO, law enforcement,
and representatives from
PPHI, including DIG Sukkur
Faisal Abdullah Chachar,
DC Sukkur Dr M.B. Raja
Dharejo, DC Khairpur
Fayaz Hussain Rahujo, DC
Ghotki Syed Muhammad
Ali, Health Director Dr
Nadeem, and PPHI Re-
gional Director Sirajuddin.

Sukkur commissioner
urges united front to

end polio

Govt seeks IMF relief for real estate,
salaried workers

Salaried workers and key sectors urge IMF for urgent financial relief
amid mounting economic pressures and growing hardship

By our correspondent

LAHORE: The Centre for
Public Policy and Gover-
nance (CPPG) at Forman
Christian College (A Char-
tered University) convened a
landmark two-day confer-
ence titled “Challenges and
Transformations in Contem-
porary Pakistan” on 21–22
May 2025, drawing together
a rich mix of academics, pol-
icymakers, practitioners, and
students for critical discus-
sions on the nation’s most ur-
gent issues.

Opening the event, Rec-
tor Dr. Jonathan Addleton
stressed the urgency of in-
formed dialogue in navigat-
ing Pakistan’s complex polit-
ical and social terrain. His
remarks set the tone for what
became a forum marked by
intellectual rigor and a com-
mitment to constructive en-
gagement.

The conference unfolded
across eight thematic ses-
sions, with discussions span-
ning governance and demo-
cratic transitions, gender
equality, urban development,

social entrepreneurship, mi-
gration, terrorism and
counter-terrorism strategies,
climate change, and youth
employability. These ses-
sions reflected the multi-di-
mensional crises facing Pak-
istan today, and the need for
integrated, forward-looking
solutions.

Distinguished Pakistani
academics and public figures
led the panels, while interna-
tional scholars from Iceland,
the United Kingdom, and the
United States joined virtually
to offer comparative insights.

CPPG leads high-level policy
forum at FCCU Lahore
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By Uzma Ehtasham

Some numbers are
too painful to com-
prehend. Fourteen

thousand children. That is
the projected death toll
within 48 hours in Gaza if
food aid does not reach
those who need it most. It
is not hyperbole. It is not

propaganda. It is the brutal reality on the
ground, where over two million people are
now trapped in a man-made nightmare.
Starvation, displacement, mass detentions,
and the unrelenting specter of death —
these are not consequences of war but evi-
dence of what many around the world are
now naming as genocide. The deliberate
denial of aid, the blockade of food at the bor-
der, the bombardment of civilian homes —
none of it can be dismissed or explained
away as collateral damage.

At the Rafah border crossing, some
160,000 metric tons of food remain halted,
just beyond reach of the starving. Mean-
while, inside Gaza, hospitals lie in ruins,
schools have been turned to rubble, and
whole neighborhoods have been wiped off
the map. In Khan Younis, where families
had sought refuge after fleeing from north-
ern areas, new orders have arrived: evacu-
ate again, even as bombs fall without
pause. The Israeli military has made clear
its intention to proceed with a full takeover
of Gaza. Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-

tanyahu, unmoved by growing international
outrage, has publicly reaffirmed his commit-
ment to the siege, to the strikes, to the suf-
fering. With more than 80 Palestinians killed
in the past day alone, and countless more
wounded, the offensive shows no signs of
slowing.

In this dire context, the world’s response
has been slow, fragmented, and often hol-
low. But in recent days, some meaningful
shifts have begun to emerge — too late,
perhaps, for many who have already per-
ished, but crucial nonetheless for the mil-
lions still clinging to survival. The United
Kingdom’s suspension of trade ties with Is-
rael stands out as the most forceful rebuke
issued yet. It signals that Britain, long ac-
cused of silence or complicity, is finally be-
ginning to align its words with actions. Sanc-
tions targeting extremist Jewish settlers and
organizations mark a new willingness to
hold perpetrators accountable. The Euro-
pean Union, for its part, has launched a re-
view of trade and diplomatic agreements —
a sign that even Israel’s most ardent part-
ners are finding its actions harder to defend.

Pakistan, consistent in its vocal support
for Palestinian rights, has labelled Israel’s
planned takeover of Gaza a threat to re-
gional security. The condemnation is clear.
France, Canada, and several other nations
have echoed this stance, hinting at broader
sanctions. Yet despite these mounting pres-
sures, Israel’s posture remains defiant. Ne-
tanyahu has declared that no amount of in-
ternational condemnation will alter his

government’s course. And why should it?
For decades, Israel’s security and impunity
have been underwritten by its most powerful
ally: the United States. As long as Washing-
ton continues to offer unqualified support —
financially, diplomatically, militarily — little
will change on the ground.

It is this alliance, more than any military
superiority that enables Israel to act with
such audacity. With American vetoes shield-
ing it from United Nations resolutions and
military aid flowing uninterrupted, Israel is
not facing the kind of cost-benefit analysis
that most nations are forced to consider.
And yet, there is a growing sense — from
the streets of London and Paris to the capi-
tals of Muslim-majority states — that this
moment may mark a turning point. That if
the world chooses to act decisively now, Is-
rael’s aggression can be checked. The
weight of international pressure is not noth-
ing. It matters. And the time to apply it is not
tomorrow, but now.

The people of Gaza are not pawns in a
geopolitical chessboard. They are mothers,
fathers, daughters, sons — families who
once dreamed of futures not defined by
siege and sorrow. In the face of unbearable
loss, they have shown resilience beyond
comprehension. But resilience is not
enough. Starving children cannot eat hope.
Bombed hospitals cannot be rebuilt with
willpower. What they need now is action —
bold, coordinated, moral action from the in-
ternational community. To be clear, no one
is asking for blind allegiance or simplistic

narratives. The conflict between Israel and
Palestine is complex, historically rooted, and
deeply tragic for many on all sides. But com-
plexity is no excuse for inaction. Genocide
is not a matter of perspective. Starvation is
not a military tactic. When aid convoys are
halted, when journalists are killed, when en-
tire neighborhoods are reduced to ash, we
are not witnessing the fog of war — we are
witnessing crimes against humanity.

The Muslim world, which often speaks
with passion and conviction about Palestine,
must now turn those sentiments into strat-
egy. Rhetoric will not save lives. Unity, eco-
nomic leverage, and diplomatic boldness
might. The same applies to the broader in-
ternational community. Silence is no longer
neutral — it is an endorsement of brutality.
Every hour of delay costs lives. Every ex-
cuse peddled in the name of ‘balance’ or
‘self-defence’ deepens the moral failure of
our time. This is a test — not just for gov-
ernments and institutions, but for all of us.
Will we look away, or will we face the horror
and demand better from those in power?
The answer cannot wait for the next briefing
or the next round of negotiations. The chil-
dren of Gaza are already dying. And history,
as always, will remember who stood by and
who stood up.

The writer is a public health profes-
sional, journalist, and possesses expert-
ise in health communication, having
keen interest in national and interna-
tional affairs, can be reached at
uzma@metro-morning.com

By Atiq Raja 

In the long and oftensolemn procession of
Western philosophy,

few voices rise with the
piercing urgency of
Friedrich Nietzsche’s. His
words do not comfort, they
ignite. He did not come to
console the weary soul,

but to shake it from its slumber. Nietzsche
stands as one of those rare minds who
dares not only to critique the world as it is,
but to demand that we reimagine ourselves
within it. His philosophy is not a doctrine to
be memorized, but a call to live fiercely—
with the mind unshackled and the spirit un-
afraid. At the core of Nietzsche's thought is
not despair, though many have mistakenly
read it so. Rather, his work is a defiant affir-
mation of life, a rejection of passivity, and a
bold reimagining of human potential. The
concept of the Will to Power, so central to
his philosophy, is frequently reduced to a
caricature—misinterpreted as a lust for con-
trol or domination. 

But in Nietzsche’s own writing, it pulses
with something far more intimate and
human. The Will to Power is the deep, in-
stinctive drive within us to rise, to grow, to
overcome—to take the raw clay of existence
and shape it into something uniquely our
own. It is a force that whispers to us not to
obey, but to create. To look not to priests,

politicians or the platitudes of our peers for
direction, but to dig deep into our own soul
for purpose. Nietzsche’s true rebellion was
never against religion per se, but against
anything that dulls the human edge—any-
thing that robs us of our will to become.
Nowhere is this more visible than in his for-
mulation of the Übermensch—the figure
who dares to go beyond man, beyond the
safe narratives and received wisdom of the
crowd. It is easy, and perhaps tempting, to
read this idea as elitist or cold. But Niet-
zsche was not sketching a blueprint for a su-
perior class. 

Nietzsche was imagining a person of
courage—someone who no longer apolo-
gizes for existing, who ceases to conform
merely to survive, and instead begins the
lifelong project of self-creation. The Über-
mensch does not wait for permission. They
do not defer to ancient codes or sacred texts
for legitimacy. They write their own story.
They invent new values not because the old
ones were inconvenient, but because they
were dead. And this, for Nietzsche, is not ar-
rogance but necessity. A society that end-
lessly recycles the same moral assumptions
that prizes comfort over courage and obedi-
ence over originality, risks suffocating the
very qualities that make life worth living.

Of course, Nietzsche’s view of life was
not one of naive optimism. He was inti-
mately familiar with suffering—psychologi-
cally, physically, existentially. But rather
than flee from pain, he urged us to confront

it, to accept it, even to love it. His phrase
Amor Fati—love of fate—asks us to say yes
to all of it. Not only the sunlit hours of joy, but
the long nights of confusion, heartbreak,
and loss. Everything belongs. There is no
"bad" chapter in the story of becoming. In
this way, Nietzsche’s thought runs directly
counter to the dominant tone of modern life,
where ease is often mistaken for happiness
and discomfort for failure. In such a world,
we are conditioned to seek safety, to avoid
risk, to curate our lives into pleasant illu-
sions. But Nietzsche knew better. He knew
that real power is forged in fire—that growth
begins the moment we stop asking life to be
fair, and begin asking ourselves to be
strong.

His infamous pronouncement that “God
is dead” was not, as it is often taken, a glee-
ful endorsement of secularism. It was an
alarm bell. The collapse of traditional belief
systems, he warned, would leave a vac-
uum—a void where meaning once resided.
Without a divine script to follow, humanity
would have to write its own. The danger was
nihilism, the despair that nothing matters.
The opportunity was transformation: to be-
come not obedient worshippers of inherited
truth, but creators of values that reflect the
depth and complexity of the modern human
condition. In this freedom, Nietzsche saw a
kind of nobility. A terrifying nobility, yes, be-
cause it demands everything of us. It means
there are no excuses, no fallback myths, no
promised rewards for obedience. Only the

blank canvas of life, and the trembling brush
in your own hand. And so we return to the
fire at the center of his vision. Nietzsche
does not offer comfort. He does not promise
that it will be easy. He does not give us
peace. 

What he gives is infinitely more radical:
the possibility of becoming. In a world that
often asks only that we survive, Nietzsche
asks us to thrive. To embrace the wild, terri-
fying freedom of a life not dictated but dis-
covered. A life of integrity, intensity, and in-
ward revolution. “What is great in man is
that he is a bridge and not a goal,” he wrote
in Thus Spoke Zarathustra. We are not end-
points. We are not finished. We are the
crossing. And to walk this bridge, to risk it all
in the name of becoming, is perhaps the
most human thing we can do. In an age that
often rewards caution, Nietzsche still dares
us to be bold. In a time of ready-made iden-
tities, he reminds us that selfhood is a task,
not a given. And in a world that frequently
settles for less, he challenges us to become
more. This is not the comfort of religion, nor
the smugness of reason. It is something
harder, deeper, and far more beautiful. It is
the cry of a man who looked into the abyss
and came back not with answers, but with
fire.

The writer is a rights activist and CEO
of AR Trainings and Consultancy, with
degrees in Political Science and English
Literature, can be reached at
news@metro-morning.com

Nietzsche’s fire: Becoming more than survival

The future is uncertain and in that uncertainty
lies both a warning and an opportunity.
Bangladesh stands at a crossroads, its path un-

clear and people anxious. Questions swirl like a rest-
less wind, and despite the country’s many achieve-
ments, there is a growing unease that something
vital is being lost amid the noise and turmoil. The na-
tion asks itself if it is truly moving forward or merely
spinning in place. Yet the signs suggest that the di-
rection may be wrong, or at least dangerously un-
clear. This is not merely a matter of politics—it is a
question of survival and identity. No nation can flour-
ish under a heavy cloud of doubt. Bangladesh is
rushing headlong into an unpredictable future, and
the price of missteps will be paid by ordinary citizens
whose hopes and livelihoods depend on stability,
clarity, and progress. 

The responsibility for this uncertain trajectory
must be confronted frankly. When a government is
swayed too much by external pressures or internal
factionalism, it risks losing sight of the people it
serves. The current administration under Dr. Yunus,
despite its many promises and potential, seems
caught in such a web of influence and indecision.
Politics, after all, is not simply a game of power; it de-
mands vision, coherence, and a steady hand. There
is no doubt that Dr. Yunus himself commands re-
spect. He is a figure of considerable stature, and
Bangladesh is fortunate to have such a leader at the
helm in these turbulent times. Yet leadership is more
than the sum of one person’s qualities. The govern-
ment as a whole must embody the hopes of the na-
tion, understanding deeply the aspirations and frus-
trations of its people. 

On this front, the current administration struggles.
The signs of disconnect are troubling. Political ad-
visers, for instance, are meant to be pillars of impar-
tial wisdom, but instead some appear as agents of
factional interests, further eroding public trust. When
advisors, who hold the government’s confidence,
serve partisan agendas or lack the energy to meet
the demands of governance, it is the country that
suffers. The call for generational renewal is more
than a cliché—it is a necessity if Bangladesh is to
harness the full potential of its talents and ideas. It is
important to acknowledge the valuable role played
by Bangladeshis living abroad, the NRBs, who carry
with them expertise and perspective. Their contribu-
tions are welcomed and indeed vital to the country’s
development. 

However, when it comes to matters of national se-
curity and unity, experience and grounded under-
standing are non-negotiable. Here, controversy has
arisen. Figures like Dr. Khalil Rahman have stirred
public concern not only by questioning government
policies but also by revealing their own lack of prac-
tical insight into Bangladesh’s complex social fabric.
Similarly, Dr. Ali Riyaz, despite his international ex-
perience, has struggled to bridge the divides that
threaten the nation’s cohesion. These individuals,
while intelligent, have shown an inadequate grasp of
the realities on the ground. The fear is that
Bangladesh could become an unwitting participant in
wider proxy conflicts, a prospect that alarms even the
country’s military leaders. 

The announcement of a humanitarian corridor for
Rohingya refugees, intended as a humanitarian ges-
ture, has instead heightened anxieties about national
security and the delicate balance of regional politics.
The political revolution of July 2024 was a watershed
moment for Bangladesh. It reshaped the landscape
and sparked hope that the country might finally break
free from cycles of stagnation and crisis. The people
entrusted Dr. Yunus’s government with their aspira-
tions, yearning for a future marked by justice, pros-
perity, and national dignity. But that trust is fragile,
and it is beginning to erode. Doubt has seeped into
public discourse, replaced the early optimism with
unease. Political parties, which should be instru-
ments of unity and progress, remain ensnared in
their own divisions and agendas. 

The opposition, particularly the BNP and Jamaat,
have yet to demonstrate the mature leadership ex-
pected in such critical times. Instead, their actions
often reflect narrow political calculations rather than
a broader commitment to the nation’s welfare. The
emergence of the National Citizen Party (NCP) has
brought its own set of challenges. While fresh politi-
cal voices are essential for any democracy, the
NCP’s repeated missteps and perceived immaturity
risk undermining its credibility. Many now dismiss the
party as a "children’s party," a label that may be un-
fair but underscores the urgent need for patience,
discipline, and deeper understanding before assum-
ing a leadership role. Despite these setbacks, there
is a silver lining. The recent political shifts have un-
settled the entrenched parties, forcing a hard reck-
oning with the realities of governance and survival. 

There is a growing awareness among leaders that
national unity is not a luxury but a fundamental ne-
cessity. Without it, no party can hope to sustain itself
or guide the country through the challenges ahead.
This dawning realization offers a glimmer of hope
that Bangladesh might yet nurture a political culture
rooted in collaboration, respect, and a shared vision
for the future. The crisis facing Bangladesh today is
unprecedented in its complexity and scale. The BNP
must summon the courage to move beyond faction-
alism and petty rivalries, embracing a mature role
that protects the country from external manipulation
and reclaims its position as a genuine national force. 

Jamaat and the National Citizen Party, too, have
roles to play if Bangladesh is to avoid further frag-
mentation and decline. Their leadership is urgently
needed to foster unity and safeguard the nation’s
sovereignty in a world fraught with geopolitical ten-
sions. The path ahead is uncertain, yes. But it is not
predetermined. Bangladesh’s future depends on the
choices made now—in boardrooms and parliaments,
on streets and in villages, by leaders and citizens
alike. Will the country stumble deeper into chaos and
distrust, or will it find the courage to build bridges,
uphold justice, and inspire hope? The answer lies in
sober, clear-headed leadership and a genuine com-
mitment to unity that transcends politics.

Bangladesh’s
hopeful

uncertainty?

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

In a ceremony of im-mense symbolism and
national pride, Pakistan

conferred its highest mili-
tary distinction—the Baton
of Field Marshal—on
Chief of Army Staff Gen-
eral Syed Asim Munir. The
event, held at the Presi-

dential Palace, was more than just a formal-
ity; it was a moment carefully choreo-
graphed to signal unity, strength, and
unwavering commitment to sovereignty at a
time of heightened regional volatility. It
brought together not just state officials but a
sense of national purpose, as leaders
across political divides stood behind the
man now enshrined in the highest rank the
military can bestow. President Asif Ali
Zardari and Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif
awarded the baton in the presence of sen-
ior civilian and military leadership, foreign
dignitaries, and a nation watching closely. 

It was not simply the elevation of a gen-
eral; it was a declaration of Pakistan’s intent
to remain steadfast in the face of persistent
threats. That the title of Field Marshal—used
sparingly and reserved for extraordinary
service—was given to General Munir
speaks volumes about the trust placed in his
leadership, especially following the critical
moments of Operation Bunyan Marsos and
the continuing Marka-e-Haq. President

Zardari captured the mood succinctly. “Pak-
istan desires peace, but this wish must
never be mistaken for weakness,” he said.
These words were not chosen lightly. They
underscore the broader context of the
honor—a response to a regional security
environment growing ever more complex
and hostile. 

With terror attacks orchestrated from
across the border, particularly the recent
India-sponsored assault in Khuzdar that
took the lives of innocent children, the gov-
ernment and military establishment appear
united in their resolve to counter what they
have labelled as a campaign of covert
destabilization. Prime Minister Sharif went
further in his remarks, crediting Field Mar-
shal Munir for crushing the enemy’s arro-
gance and for safeguarding national secu-
rity during periods of escalating regional
hostilities. His words—"a new chapter in mil-
itary excellence"—were as much a tribute
as a warning: Pakistan will not tolerate en-
croachments, be they military, ideological,
or digital. The reference to Operation Bun-
yan Marsos was pointed; a campaign that
has become synonymous with strategic
clarity and operational effectiveness, often
cited as a textbook example of modern war-
fare adapted to asymmetric threats.

The ceremony came in the wake of the
270th Corps Commanders’ Conference—a
crucial gathering of the Army’s senior-most
leadership. Their condemnation of the
Khuzdar attack was unequivocal. In their as-

sessment, India’s shift from conventional
failure, most recently exemplified by the fall-
out from the Pahalgam incident, to support-
ing terror proxies in Balochistan and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, reflects a broader agenda: to
sow discord and erode Pakistan’s internal
stability. But the forum did not limit its focus
to the battlefield alone. It addressed the hy-
brid nature of modern conflict, where misin-
formation, propaganda, and digital manipu-
lation now operate alongside physical
violence. In this domain, the military ac-
knowledged the importance of the Pakistani
media, civil society, and especially its youth.
By reinforcing the national narrative and re-
sisting disinformation, these groups serve
as a first line of defence in an increasingly
blurred theatre of war.

The message from the commanders
was clear: no threat—whether by bullet or
bandwidth—will succeed in shaking Pak-
istan’s foundation. The blood of martyrs
from the ongoing Marka-e-Haq was hon-
ored, and their sacrifices pledged to a cause
far greater than any political or tactical vic-
tory. Sovereignty, they reminded us, is not a
negotiation; it is a duty, shared between
those in uniform and those in everyday civil-
ian life. What emerged from the day’s
events was a narrative of national resilience.
As Field Marshal Munir stood flanked by the
country’s top leadership, his elevation sym-
bolized more than personal achievement. It
embodied an era where military profession-
alism, strategic restraint, and civil-military

harmony define Pakistan’s posture on the
world stage. It was a message not just to
friends and foes abroad but also to citizens
at home: that the country will stand firm,
guided by principle and prepared by design.

For many, the ceremony may have
evoked memories of past military leaders
and their legacies—some inspiring, others
controversial. Yet there is a new tone
emerging under Field Marshal Munir, one
that leans heavily on operational discipline,
internal accountability, and regional clarity.
It is a vision that seeks not only to defend
Pakistan’s borders but to shape the nation’s
identity in an age of hybrid confrontation. At
a time when regional adversaries seek to
exploit vulnerabilities through acts of terror
and cyber distortion, Pakistan’s response
has been one of moral clarity and institu-
tional readiness. The conferment of the
Field Marshal title thus served not only as
an accolade but also as an affirmation: Pak-
istan’s sovereignty is not up for compro-
mise. It cannot be shaken by coercion, nor
broken by betrayal. In the figure of Field
Marshal Munir, the state has invested its
confidence—and with that comes the ex-
pectation of vigilance, justice, and continued
restraint. These are qualities not of conquest
but of character. And in an age that increas-
ingly rewards the reckless that alone is
worth honoring. 

The writer is a senior journalist cov-
ering various beats, can be reached at
news@metro-morning.com

In Gaza, starvation looms and silence is complicity

Metro Morning and its policy not necessarily 
consensus with any writer's thoughts

Message of national resolve

By Masood Lohar

Behind the manicured lawns of Pak-
istan’s elite housing societies and the
gleam of luxury sedans lies a brutal,

often invisible truth: modern-day slavery.
Domestic workers, security guards, driv-

ers and daily wage labourers live and work
under harsh conditions, deprived of legal
rights, fair wages and basic human dignity.
This systemic exploitation is not an aberra-
tion but a feature of a political economy that
rewards wealth, impunity, and inherited priv-
ilege.

In Islamabad’s F-sectors, Karachi’s
Clifton and DHA, and Lahore’s Cantt and
Gulberg, elite families live in comfort, often
guarded and served by individuals earning
below-minimum wages. While provincial
laws set minimum wages at around
Rs32,000 per month (2023–24), many do-
mestic workers are paid as little as
Rs10,000–15,000. Most are hired without
formal contracts, denied social security, and
subjected to arbitrary work hours that rou-
tinely stretch to 12–16 hours a day.

These violations are rarely reported.
When they are, it is often because the vio-
lence has crossed an unignorable threshold.

Tayyaba (Islamabad, 2016-17): A 10-
year-old maid employed by a sitting judge

was found beaten, starved and locked in a
storeroom. The case only gained traction
after her injuries went viral on social media.
Legal justice, however, remained elusive
due to out-of-court settlements and systemic
inertia.

Uzma Bibi (Islamabad, 2019): Tortured to
death at the age of 16 over a theft accusa-
tion. Her employers initially claimed illness.
The legal battle that followed revealed just
how difficult it is for the poor to pursue jus-
tice against the powerful.

Fatima Phuriro (Ranipur, Sindh, 2023): A
10-year-old girl employed at a local Pir’s
haveli died after extreme torture. Leaked
CCTV footage showed her in agony days
before her death. The incident highlighted a
broader culture of feudal impunity and child
domestic labour.

Karachi maid abuse (2021): An underage
maid was reportedly confined to a bathroom
for several days by her employers. Though
shocking, such incidents are not rare. Most
never come to light.

Victims’ families are often pressured into
silence. Police may refuse to register FIRs,
or push for ‘compromises’. Even when

provincial laws or the Bonded Labour Sys-
tem (Abolition) Act of 1992 apply, enforce-
ment is lax and legal processes slow.

After long shifts, workers return to the
shadows: squatter settlements like Orangi
and Machar Colony in Karachi, or France
Colony in Islamabad. These unregulated
areas, home to the labouring poor, lack ac-
cess to clean water, sanitation, reliable elec-
tricity or healthcare.

Forced evictions are common. Under the
guise of “development” or “beautification,”
state authorities frequently demolish these
settlements to make way for malls or gated
communities. 

No compensation. No alternative hous-
ing. The state protects the interests of devel-
opers, not dwellers.

Pakistan’s elite wealth is not purely
earned; it is often the product of systemic ex-
traction. Black money, tax evasion, land
grabbing and speculative real estate
schemes form the bedrock of this wealth.
Expansive housing projects rise on con-
tested land. Labourers, many of them mi-
nors, construct these luxury towers under
exploitative conditions. Guards and cleaners

work in the same buildings they could never
afford to live in.

‘Charity’ during Ramazan or token acts of
religious giving are often brandished as a
moral shield by the elite. But wage theft,
physical abuse and class apartheid persist
year-round.

Pakistan is increasingly divided – not just
economically but socially and morally. One
half enjoys uninterrupted power, imported
groceries, and foreign holidays. The other
half, trapped in precarity, sells their time,
strength and sometimes their children into
servitude.

Domestic workers are often patronisingly
told they are ‘part of the family’, even as they
are denied basic privacy, proper meals or
days off. Many are forbidden from using the
same crockery or sitting at the same table as
their employers.

No country can claim moral or develop-
mental progress while systematically dehu-
manising its workers. Pakistan needs urgent,
systemic reform – not more platitudes.
These include: one, enforceable legal pro-
tections: mandatory contracts, minimum
wage enforcement, regulated work hours,
and paid leave for all domestic workers. The
Punjab Domestic Workers Act (2019) should
be expanded and effectively implemented
nationwide.

Modern-day slavery
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6News Desk
TEHRAN: Iran has is-

sued a stark warning to the
United States, making it
clear that any Israeli military
action against its nuclear fa-
cilities would not be viewed
as an isolated act but one
that implicates Washington
directly. The statement,
made through a formal letter
to the United Nations, comes
amid a renewed wave of
speculation in American
media about a possible Is-
raeli strike on Iran’s nuclear
infrastructure.

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi, in the
strongly worded letter, left lit-
tle room for ambiguity. “We
believe that if Israel acts, the
US will be complicit, and
must bear full legal responsi-
bility,” he wrote, signaling
Tehran’s intention to hold the
Biden administration ac-
countable should tensions
escalate into armed conflict. 

The message, while di-

rected at the UN, was un-
mistakably aimed at Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv alike, at
a time when geopolitical
nerves in the region are al-
ready stretched thin. 

The letter follows a trou-
bling pattern of rising rheto-
ric and shadow diplomacy.
While Tehran continues to
assert that its nuclear pro-
gram is strictly for peaceful
purposes, Israel has long
maintained that Iran is mov-
ing closer to developing a
nuclear weapon—something
it has vowed to prevent at

any cost. 
Israeli leaders have often

hinted at preemptive military
action, with or without
broader international sup-
port. Now, Iran appears to
be drawing its own red lines.
This move by Iran is being
read in diplomatic circles not
merely as a protest, but as a
preemptive warning—one
that seeks to blur the lines of
distinction between an Israeli
trigger and American back-
ing. 

In Tehran’s view, Israeli
warplanes do not fly without

the nod, tacit or overt, from
Washington. It is a percep-
tion rooted in history, and
now revived with urgency.
The tension is not just rhetor-
ical. For ordinary Iranians,
the fear of conflict is never
too far from the surface.
Years of sanctions, isolation,
and nuclear brinkmanship
have fostered a deep fatigue
among civilians who feel
caught in the middle of
power games they do not
control. 

For them, the idea of an-
other military confrontation—
especially one involving nu-
clear sites—is a terrifying
prospect. And yet, in political
corridors, the conversation
continues in the language of
threats and deterrence. Ob-
servers say the timing of
Iran’s letter is significant.
With American elections
looming and Israel facing its
own domestic upheavals,
the regional power dynamics
are shifting. 

Iran warns US over Israeli strike
on nuclear sites

Tehran warns that any Israeli military action will implicate the US, holding
the Biden administration fully accountable for escalating regional conflict News Desk

VIRGINIA: The Central
Intelligence Agency has
closed the main entrance to
its headquarters in Langley,
Virginia, following a security
incident early this morning
that led to a guard opening
fire on a suspicious individ-
ual. The agency announced
the closure through an offi-
cial statement, confirming
that the front gate will remain
shut until further notice as in-
vestigators work to deter-
mine the circumstances of
the confrontation.

According to a CIA
spokesperson, the suspect
was apprehended outside
the perimeter of the building
and taken into custody with-
out any reported injuries to
agency personnel. A full in-
vestigation is now underway,
with the agency coordinating
closely with law enforcement
to assess whether the indi-
vidual posed a real threat or
was acting erratically in a
high-security zone.

Details remain limited,
but US media outlets have
reported that the shooting
took place shortly after
dawn, when the individual
approached the heavily se-
cured compound. One of the
guards on duty reportedly
fired after the person failed
to comply with security pro-
tocols. Officials have not dis-
closed whether the suspect
was armed or what
prompted the guard to use
force.

While the CIA has not re-
leased the identity of the
suspect, or their motive, the
agency’s swift response and
immediate lockdown proce-
dures suggest the serious-
ness with which such threats
are handled at one of the
most protected facilities in
the country.

Visitors and staff have
been advised to use alter-
nate entrances and expect
delays while security officials
comb through surveillance
footage and gather witness
accounts. The headquarters,
often the center of intense
scrutiny and secrecy, is once
again in the spotlight—this
time not for covert opera-
tions, but for a rare breach of
its outer defences.

CIA shuts front
gate following
security scare in

Virginia

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Islamabad
has sent a clear message to
New Delhi that the decades-
old Indus Waters Treaty is
not up for renegotiation or
suspension, with Pakistan’s
Attorney General Mansoor
Usman Awan asserting that
the country remains open to
dialogue but will not tolerate
unilateral action. 

Speaking to a British
news agency, Mansoor
Awan made it clear that
Pakistan considers the
treaty “fully functional and
effective,” insisting that
India, as a signatory, is
bound by its legal obliga-
tions and cannot walk away
from the agreement on a
whim. His remarks come
amid increasing concerns in
Islamabad over India’s re-
cent statements suggesting
a possible review or suspen-
sion of the treaty. 

While he maintained a
tone of cautious diplomacy,
his message was rooted in
legal clarity and national in-
terest. “The Indus Waters
Treaty is not just a piece of
paper—it is a legal and op-
erational framework that

must be respected,” he said,
adding that Pakistan is
ready to engage construc-
tively if India has any legiti-
mate concerns.

Signed in 1960 under the
auspices of the World Bank,
the Indus Waters Treaty has
long served as a rare exam-
ple of cooperation between
the two nuclear-armed
neighbours. It governs the
use of waters from the Indus
River system, dividing con-
trol of six rivers between
India and Pakistan. 

Despite periods of deep
political tension and even
conflict, the treaty has re-
mained in place, often hailed
as a symbol of resilience in
a fractured relationship. But
in a move that signals just
how seriously Pakistan

views the issue, the National
Assembly on Thursday
passed a unanimous resolu-
tion warning India against
any attempt to unilaterally
alter or suspend the agree-
ment. 

Tabled by Federal Minis-
ter for Water Resources
Mian Mohsin Wattoo, the
resolution described any
such move by India as an
outright act of aggression.
“This House considers any
Indian suspension of the
Indus Waters Treaty a dec-
laration of war,” the resolu-
tion stated bluntly. It further
called on the government to
prepare countermeasures,
both diplomatic and strate-
gic, to ensure Pakistan’s
water rights are not under-
mined.

Pakistan signals
readiness for water talks

with India
The Indus Waters Treaty stands not as mere ink on
parchment but as a binding framework demanding
respect, dialogue, and sincere commitment from

both Pakistan and India

By Asghar Ali Mubarak

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif de-
clared that Pakistan has de-
cisively avenged the humili-
ation of 1971 by responding
firmly to Indian aggression,
sending a clear warning to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi that any future attacks
will now be met with far
greater caution. Shehbaz
Sharif emphasized the gov-
ernment’s solemn duty to
stand by those who have
sacrificed everything for the
nation.

The prime minister an-
nounced a substantial com-
pensation package, with
each martyr’s family to re-
ceive one crore rupees. The
injured would be awarded
between 10 to 20 lakh ru-
pees, while families of mar-
tyrs from the Pakistan
Armed Forces would re-
ceive between one crore to
1.8 crore rupees, depend-
ing on the rank of the de-
ceased. In addition, families
would continue to receive
full salaries and allowances

until the retirement date of
the martyr, and children
would be provided free ed-
ucation up to graduation. 

A marriage grant of 10
lakh rupees would be given
to daughters of martyrs,
while injured soldiers would
be compensated between
20 to 50 lakh rupees. Hous-
ing assistance would range
from 1.9 crore to 4.2 crore
rupees, also based on rank.
Shehbaz Sharif lauded the
armed forces for their
courageous and resolute
response, saying their ac-
tions had restored national
pride and shattered India’s
assumptions of military su-
periority. He paid tribute to

Field Marshal Asim Munir
for his leadership on the
front lines, underlining the
strategic strength demon-
strated by the Pakistani mil-
itary.

Turning to the future, the
prime minister called for the
same unity and determina-
tion that had been shown in
defence of the country to be
redirected toward economic
development. 

He urged the nation to
harness this spirit to drive
progress and prosperity,
signaling a broader vision
beyond conflict toward re-
building Pakistan’s econ-
omy and strengthening its
foundations.

PM issues stern warning if
Modi dares again

By our correspondent

LAHORE: In a charged
eliminator clash at the Pak-
istan Super League (PSL)
season 10, Lahore Qalan-
dars kept their title hopes
alive with a confident six-
wicket victory over Karachi
Kings, chasing down a chal-
lenging target of 191 runs
with poise and precision.

Karachi Kings, batting
first, put up 190 for eight in
their allotted 20 overs. Much
of the resistance came from
skipper David Warner, who
anchored the innings with a
measured knock of 75 off 52
deliveries. His innings, pep-
pered with eight boundaries
and three sixes, gave the
Kings a solid foundation, but
the momentum never quite
turned into dominance. 

Warner's stay at the
crease ended when he was
caught by Zaman Khan off
the bowling of Mohammed
Naeem—a breakthrough that
swung the tide towards La-
hore. Khushdil Shah con-
tributed a valuable unbeaten
27, playing the role of a fin-

isher with composure, but
contributions from the rest of
the batting lineup were mod-
est at best. Tim Seifert briefly
threatened with a rapid 16,
before falling to Asif Ali. 

James Vince managed
only four runs, while Saad
Beg and Irfan Khan chipped
in with 11 and 18 respec-
tively. Mohammad Nabi
added 16, and the lower
order—Abbass Afridi, Has-
san Ali and Mir Hamza—
failed to leave a lasting im-
pact. Lahore Qalandars’
bowlers rose to the occasion,
led by a fiery Haris Rauf who
bagged three wickets. Cap-
tain Shaheen Shah Afridi
continued to set the tone with

the ball, grabbing two scalps. 
The supporting cast—

Zaman Khan, Shakib Al
Hasan and Mohammed
Naeem—each claimed a
wicket, keeping Karachi’s
scoring in check during the
critical middle overs. When it
was Lahore's turn to bat,
their chase unfolded with dis-
cipline and sharp intent. De-
spite Karachi’s early break-
throughs, the Qalandars’ top
and middle order held their
nerve. 

The opening pair set the
stage, while the likes of
Fakhar Zaman and Abdullah
Shafiq provided the momen-
tum needed to keep the re-
quired run rate within reach.

Lahore end Karachi’s run
with commanding victory

By Faizan Khan

LAHORE: Punjab Chief
Minister Maryam Nawaz has
drawn a sharp and contro-
versial parallel between the
violent incidents of May 9
and the actions taken by
India, arguing that there is lit-
tle to distinguish between
the two. Speaking at a gath-
ering of students in Sar-
godha, she urged the
younger generation to guard
their minds as carefully as
they protect their laptops
from viruses, warning
against the spread of what
she called a “political virus”
— a metaphor for divisive
and destructive ideas that
could harm the nation’s
unity.

In her address, Maryam
Nawaz acknowledged the
reality of political disagree-
ments and the diversity of

opinions regarding public fig-
ures. However, she made it
clear that the burning of mil-
itary installations on May 9
crossed a line she deemed
unacceptable. According to
the chief minister, these at-
tacks targeted strategic mili-
tary bases that India’s ad-
versaries had repeatedly
failed to damage over many
decades. She described the
perpetrators’ actions as tan-
tamount to terrorism, high-
lighting the gravity of attack-
ing key defence
infrastructure. Maryam
Nawaz went further to un-
derline the resilience of Pak-
istan’s armed forces by re-
calling that the very air force
installations set ablaze dur-
ing those incidents later
played a critical role in
shooting down five enemy
aircraft.

Her message to the
youth was clear and firm.
She implored them never to
allow themselves to become
instruments of division or to
speak against their home-
land in any form. Using
evocative language, she
called on young Pakistanis
to stand as an “iron wall” —
a steadfast and unyielding
force protecting their country
from harm. 

CM Maryam
draws parallels
between May 9,
India’s terrorism

News Desk

GAZA: At least 52
Palestinians have lost their
lives in fresh Israeli attacks
on the Gaza Strip, accord-
ing to the Palestinian Health
Ministry, as violence in the
region shows no sign of
abating. Over the past 24
hours alone, Israeli military
operations have claimed a
total of 105 Palestinian lives
and left 247 others injured,
deepening the humanitarian
crisis in Gaza.

Rescue teams working
amid the rubble of de-

stroyed buildings recovered
three bodies, a stark re-
minder of the destruction
that continues to engulf
civilian areas. Since the

ceasefire broke down in
March, Israeli strikes have
resulted in the deaths of
3,613 Palestinians in Gaza,
with thousands more

wounded. The relentless
bombardment has pushed
the death toll from Israeli
military actions since 7 Oc-
tober 2023 to a staggering
53,762, while injuries have
surpassed 122,000.

The scale of the tragedy
is particularly heart-wrench-
ing when considering the
number of children affected.
The Health Ministry re-
ported that 343 children
have been among those
killed, highlighting the dev-
astating toll on the most vul-
nerable members of the
population. These figures

underscore the profound
human cost of the ongoing
conflict, which has shat-
tered countless families and
communities.

As the region endures
continuous military opera-
tions, the grim statistics
serve as a powerful testi-
mony to the urgent need for
renewed diplomatic efforts
and humanitarian interven-
tion. The cycle of violence
shows no clear end, leaving
the people of Gaza trapped
in a devastating conflict with
deep and lasting conse-
quences.

Deadly Israeli strikes on Gaza kill more than 50 in a day

Press Release

GENEVA: At the side-
lines of the 78th World
Health Assembly (WHA)
convened by the World
Health Organization (WHO),
Mustafa Kamal, senior cen-
tral leader of MQM Pakistan
and Federal Health Minister,
engaged in a significant
meeting with Palestinian
Health Minister Dr. Majid
Abu Ramzan. During this
high-level discussion,
Mustafa Kamal conveyed a
special message from Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
reaffirming Pakistan’s stead-
fast and unwavering support
for the Palestinian cause.

In a display of solidarity,
Mustafa Kamal underscored
that the entire Pakistani na-
tion stands firmly with the re-
silient Palestinian people
amid ongoing adversity. The
two ministers engaged in de-
tailed talks concerning the
provision of medical and hu-
manitarian aid to Gaza, a re-

gion battered by relentless
conflict. Dr. Mai Al-Kaila, an-
other key Palestinian health
official, expressed profound
gratitude for Pakistan’s his-
toric and sustained backing,
highlighting the long-stand-
ing ties between the two na-
tions.

Addressing the global as-
sembly, Mustafa Kamal
turned the spotlight onto the
grave situation unfolding in
Gaza. He condemned the Is-
raeli military’s aggressive ac-
tions with unequivocal sever-
ity, particularly denouncing
the deliberate targeting of

hospitals and medical per-
sonnel—a breach of interna-
tional humanitarian norms
that he described as pro-
foundly tragic and utterly un-
acceptable. 

His speech painted a
stark picture of the humani-
tarian crisis, urging the inter-
national community to recog-
nize the severity of what he
characterized as a genocidal
campaign against the Pales-
tinian people.

Mustafa Kamal’s appeal
was urgent and resolute: the
ongoing atrocities must
cease immediately. 

Kamal backs Palestine at World
Health Assembly

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Defence
Minister Khawaja Asif has
sharply condemned the re-
cent Khuzdar attack, la-
belling it a “horrific example
of terrorism” and holding
India directly responsible for
instigating violence in Pak-
istan through its proxy net-
works. Asif accused Indian
authorities of harboring and
facilitating anti-Pakistan mili-
tants, claiming that some of
their leadership is either
based in or receiving treat-
ment in New Delhi.

Referring to long-stand-
ing allegations of Indian in-
volvement in terrorism on
Pakistani soil, Asif pointed to
the arrest of Indian national
Kulbhushan Jadhav in
Balochistan as a clear exam-
ple. Jadhav, a former Indian
Navy officer, was captured in
2016 and convicted by a mil-
itary court in Pakistan for es-
pionage and sabotage activ-
ities. His case remains a
central piece of Pakistan’s
diplomatic assertions that
India is orchestrating a
covert war through intelli-
gence operatives and insur-
gent proxies.

Asif accused Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of deliberately fueling
hostilities on Pakistan’s
western front, vowing that

such actions will be met with
“full force.” He warned that
India, embarrassed by past
failures, is seeking to entan-
gle Pakistan in perpetual
conflict by sustaining low-in-
tensity but continuous provo-
cations. “We must remain
vigilant,” he urged, “as these
threats are designed to wear
down our national focus and
resilience.”

Drawing a line from com-
munal violence in Gujarat to
current geopolitical tensions,
Asif made an emotionally
charged reference to the
2002 Gujarat riots under
Modi’s leadership, where
hundreds of Muslims were
killed. He described Modi as
someone who once “burned
people alive” and is now “ex-
porting terrorism across the
region,” implying that the
current wave of attacks is an
extension of a violent ideol-
ogy rooted in sectarian ha-
tred.

Kh Asif accuses India
of backing terrorismBy Imtiaz Hussain

SUKKUR: A 24-year-old fe-
male student of Mehran Uni-
versity of Engineering and
Technology, Khairpur campus,
has died by suicide in a tragic
incident that has reignited con-
cern over the intense societal
and familial pressures faced by
young women in Pakistan.

The deceased, Khushboo
Rind, was found hanging from
a ceiling fan in her home at
New Yard Colony in Rohri,
Sukkur. According to initial po-
lice reports, the young woman
had been deeply distressed
over her family's refusal to ac-
cept her decision to marry a
person of her choice.

Local police responded
quickly after being alerted to
the scene, and the body was
shifted to a nearby hospital for
medico-legal examination. Pre-
liminary findings suggest sui-
cide, with investigators pointing
to ongoing domestic tensions
over marriage as a likely trig-
ger.

Following postmortem and
procedural formalities, the body
was returned to the family. A
case has been registered, and
investigations remain ongoing,
though no criminal charges
have yet been filed. Khush-
boo’s death has stirred conver-
sations across Sindh about the
burden of conservative social
norms on young women, espe-
cially when personal autonomy
clashes with traditional family
expectations. 

MU student commits
suicide in Rohri

By our correspondent

ISLAMABAD: Chairman
of the Pakistan Telecommu-
nication Authority (PTA),
Hafeez Ur Rehman, has ex-
pressed regret over an inci-
dent that occurred during a
Senate Functional Commit-
tee meeting, stating that his
remarks were not intended
to be offensive.

In a statement issued to
clarify the matter, Hafeez
said there was no intention
to use any un-parliamentary
language during the ex-
change. 

“It was a light-hearted
comment shared in a casual
tone with the honorable sen-
ator,” he said. He added that
if his words caused any of-
fence, he had already ex-
tended his apology during
the committee session. 

“We hold Senator Aimal
Wali and his family in high
regard,” the PTA chairman
noted.

The incident in question
took place during a meeting
of the Senate Standing
Committee on Less Devel-
oped Areas, where Hafeez
Ur Rehman reportedly ac-
cused Senator Aimal Wali of
using hashish. The ex-
change quickly turned bitter,
with sharp words traded be-
tween the two. 

PTA chief apologizes
after Senate

committee clash


